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IsisHHXH who feel for their country, muBt take a 
deep interest in all that has arisen to her within the 
last half centory. To develops, therefore, the moat 
important period of the history of Ireland, within that 
short space of time, we go back to '98, a year and 
epoch never to be forgotten, in the mind of every lover 
of his country. The disasters which orerapread the 
land of Erin, and her green fields, during the short 
l^se of a few months, will be described in the follow- 
ing sheets, with accuracy and truth. There will be 
facts made known, which have not hitherto' come to 
light, and such as will surprise and afi*eci every heart 
that feels for the miseries of mankiniCbut more espe- 
cially for those bom on the same soil with themselves, 
and to whom a bountiful Providence imparted blesungs 
that have been blighted by the evil genius of party- 
strife, impregnated and produced from the tnachina- 
tions of designing men. 

Every man who has witnessed the scenes of '98, and 
I is still living, must shudder when he thinks of the 
miseries and heavy visitations that have befidlen innu- 
merable localities and thdr inhabitants, at that dis- 
astrous epoch: "animus meminisse borret luctuque 
refngit"* 
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It has been tiie lot of the author of this work, though 
extremely young at the time, (being then in his 17th 
year,) to mate peace, between the people and Generals 
Lake and Dundas, on Whit-Monday of '98. The num- 
ber of men assembled on Knookallen-hill, county Kil- 
dare, when the occurrence took place, amounted to 
6,000 : the situation of every man who appeared, was 
most perilous. The war between the army and people 
had commenced ; several battles had already taken 
place, in some of which his Majesty's troops suffered 
a defeat, and in others the people were defeated and 
repulsed. All these will be faithfully described, in 
theif fit place and time. 

Nothing will tend more efficaciously to impress the 
minds of youth with prudence, throughout every stage 
of life, than examples such as our small history will 
supply. " Orientia tempora notis instruet exeraplis."* 
The love of country is one of the national characteris- 
tics of Irishmen, and a love for information forms a 
distingmshing feature in the nobleness of mind with 
which (as it is admitted even by foreigners,) the Irish 
are endowed. To suffer, then, the developement of 
facts so intimately interwoven with the affairs of Ire- 
land, during one of the most interesting years in the 
annals of our country, to lie dormant and untold, 
would bespeak a torpor and indifference of soul, which 
have no real abode in the hearts of the Irish of either 
sex. 

In order that all our countrymen may fancy to learn 
what tlungs are proposed to be set forth, it is affirmed, 
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that nothing devoid of truth and justice (as must appear 
to every impartial reader,) will be admitted into our 
pages. Every portion and part of the Irish people, of 
every sect and creed, will admit, afler reading our pro- 
duction, that nothing of party-spirit manifesta itself 
throughout; that on the contrary, the author wishes, 
that peace, harmony, and concord ma; ever reign in 
this fair portion of the globe i and that the present 
age and posterity, may never again witness a recnrrence 
of the scenes of '98. 

With devotedness to my countrymen, 

I remain their faithful and obedient servant, 



Dublin, June, 1842. 
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THE KEBEllION OF 179*. 



1796. — The affairs of Ireland were, at this time, 
in a great measure, under the guidance of the men of 
Ulster, who were the Utat among their countrymen 
to evince a desire of procuring an equality of 
rights for their Catholic brethren. 

After the departure of Earl Fitzwilliam from 
the government of Ireland in '95, through the 
poUcy of the British Cabinet, it was seen, that a 
disposition to right the oppressions of the Irish, 
and to loose the fetters under which their claims 
bad lain dormant and prostrate, began now to 
manifest itself. Ulster became indignant at the 
conduct of the English Minister, and its people 
feeling, that they possessed within themselves, 
strength and means to establish the independence 
of their country, and save it from utter degrada- 
tion uid ruin, resolved to be the leaders of their 
countrymen the Catholics, in demanding a resto- 
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ration of what nature bad given them — a commoii 
country to defend against every invader. 

The character of the men of Ulster, in their 
struggles for freedom, and for the emancipation of 
their Catholic countrymen, was truly patriotic, 
though tinged in the commencement with a spirit 
of an intolerant turn. After the assembling of 
the volunteers at Dungannon, and avowing their 
determination to obtain from England the full 
measure of justice for Ireland, and that all restric- 
tions on her commerce should henceforth cease ; 
the prospects of improvement in her manufactures 
and national productions, were brightened, and 
every species of industry was invigorated, and 
flourished accordingly. 

Ireland's destiny, in a state of improvement, did 
not long suit the views of a British Minbter. Pitt 
therefore plotted her aubservency to England, and 
to accomplish this, division and distrust were 
resorted to, as the most efficacious instruments, in 
the hands of that wily minister to devise. 

Two powerful classes in the north of the king- 
dom, were to be then tampered with ; and a third, 
though much inferior in number to eithei of the 
other two, was pointed out to be essential, in the 
grand drama about to be played ofi*, for the aggran- 
dizement of British domination. 

Besides the apprehensions of superior greatness 
arising to Ireland from a fr«e and unrestricted 
trade, the English could not at any period of their 
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history, suffer their neighbours to equal them in 
prosperity and wealth : Ireland was to be kept in 
thraldom for the benefit of England, and to be her 
vassal, according to the calculations of Mr. Pitt. 
By dividing and ruling the Irish, the union of the 
two countries could only be accomplished, and one 
of the three parties in Ulster, appeared to him a fit 
and suitable instrument for his plana. 

The Protestants being the favoured parly of the 
government, acceded, in an evil hour, to the pur- 
poses which emanated from Pitt and his colleagues, 
who marshalled them into military array, and in- 
fused at the same time, a spirit of persecution 
against the Catholic community of that province. 
The Presbyterians certainly were tardy in partici- 
pating in any of the destructive measures intended 
against the Catholics, and to their honour be it re- 
corded, that whole communities of Presbyterians 
in Bel^t and its vicinity, administered abundantly 
to the necessities with which the Catholics, flying 
from the torch and esterminating sword of the 
Armagh orangemen, were overwhelmed. No fewer 
than 10,000 inhabitants were driven irom their 
native spots and their homes ; some Ajring to Con- 
naught, some to Scotland, where they ultimately 
settled, and contributed in a great measure to colo- 
nise Glasgow, having been generally mechanics 
and conversant in manufactures. 

The measures of government, which at that 
period displayed themselves in Ulster, are strongly 
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painted in a volume from the pen of Charles 
Hamilton Teeling, who was arrested by Lord 
Castlereagh in person. Tbe circumstances attend- 
ing his arrest are thus given. He and bis father, 
Mr. Luke Teeltng, resided in the neighbourhood of 
Lisbam, and lived in habits of intimacy with Lord 
Castlereagh. They were riding together and pro- 
ceeding into town, when met by his Lordship, who 
after accosting him, very courteously, observed, "I 
shall ride with yon to Lisbum ;" and accordmgly 
they all three moved forward, without any appre- 
hensions on the part of the Messrs. Teeling. On 
their arrival at the gale of the Marquis of Hertford 
Lord C. said to the father, "I regret, your son 
cannotaccompanyyou." Turning then to the son, 
he said, " Bide in with me." C. H. Teeling did 
not hesitate ; but to his utter amazement, when 
entering, the yard was filled with military, and tbe 
gate was instantly closed. Remonstrance was then 
used, but of DO avail ; and when requiring that his 
father should be admitted, his Lordship said in a 
loud tone, " You are now my prisoner, and your 
crime is that of High Treason." 

Mr. L. Teeling being at length permitted tu 
enter, and finding that his son was put under an 
arrest, demanded of Lord C. what could have been 
the cause of such treatment, and what his son 
could have been guilty of; the reply that was 
elicited by this, was the same to the father as to 
the son, viz. that High Treason was his crime. 
Filled with indignation, he bids his son an adieu, 
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but not without upbraiding Lord Castlereagh with 
a dereliction of principles,* and alluded, same 
time, to hia aon'a extreme youth, being then only 
in his 18th year. 

After this, C. H. Teelingwas committed to the 
care of two dragoons, and kept in a room of the 
hotel, around which a multitude of people were 
soon congregated, to learn the cause of so young a 
man being arrested. Great excitement was raised, 
in consequence of the arrest of yonng Teeling,aiid 
proposals were made to him, that Lord C, should 
be disposed of on his way to Belfast, whither he 
proceeded to make arrests in that city. An oifer 
was even made to the young prisoner, by two 
militia men, who succeeded the dragoons in guard- 
ing him, that he might leave his prison-room with- 
out obstruction. This humane offer, and also that 
which required his approval of cAs^mjf of Lord 
C, were both rejected by this youthful patriot. 

Many hours had not elapsed when several 
prisoners, among whom were Neilson and Russel, 
arrived from Belfast, and immediately a cavalcade 
of dragoons took charge often carriages, containing 
all those recently arrested, and Mr. Teeling, jun. : 
orders were given to the officer in command, that 
no refreshments of any kind, should be allowed to 

■ In the jear '90, Lord Costlereagb, then the Honorable 
Robert Stewart, was returneil to Parliament for the County 
Down, bj the independent freeholders, in opposition to a 
minion of the governnient of the day. 
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be ^ven to the prisoners, during their route to 
Dublin. On their arrival at the Castle, the night 
was far advanced, and no previous dispatch having 
been transmitted, to prepare for the reception of 
the prisoners, considerable delay and annoyance 
were produced to them, particularly as the orders 
given, when setting ont from Lisbum, not to permit 
any indalg^ice to be administered, were strictly 
enforced. At lei^h, Kilmainham was allotted to 
these respectable men of Ul^r, during the im- 
pending struggle in contemplation by the people. 
It forms a remarkable feature in the politics of 
Ireland, that the province of Ulster appears to 
have been exclusively the only one which was 
organised so early as October '96, when the seizure 
of many amraig her people took place, and when 
the moment of attempt at invasion by the French 
was so rapidly approaching. In December following, 
their fleet appeared inBantry Bay ; and to the an-est 
alone of the leaders of the United Irishmen in the 
North, their not rising is attributable. 

Whereas every circumstance, connected with the 
convulsed state of Ireland during '98, makes it im- 
perative on the historian of that disastrous epoch, 
to seek for cause and effect through the two pre- 
ceding years ; it is a matter of necessity to deve- 
lope the political career of some individuals, who 
bad taken a prominent part in the af^urs of these 
times. We shall endeavour therefore to satisfy, in 
part at least, the reader, on that head. 
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Theobald Wolfe Tone 'waa bora in Dnbliii, 
JD 1763. His father was a coach-maker, who 
soQght an honourable livelihood by his trade, 
and was originalljr from the vicinity of Naas, 
where his father was a respectable landholder. 
From the course of education which was given him, 
Theobald Wolfe Tone was intended for the profes- 
sion of the law : he graduated in Trinity College, 
where he attained little celebrity as a student, in 
conseqnence (as he confesses) of having a repug- 
nance to study ; and this dispoeition to indolence 
Etrose from an intimacy with some youths that were 
prone to waste their time unprofitably and in idle- 
ness. In bis youthful career, T. W. Tone became 
acquainted with a Miss Wethrington,* then resid- 
ing with her grandfather, a Rev. Mr. Fanning, in 
Graflon-street. After their marriage, it was a. 
matter of necessity to leave Dublin, and reside 
with his father for some time, at Clane, county of 
Kildare : here Tone's lather had been then living, 
in consequence of some loss to bis trade in the city. 
After various family discussions, wherein it was 
debated, how young Mr. and Mrs. Tone were to 
be supported, it was fixed upon, t^at he should 
proceed to London, in order to gain what his iatfaer 
had intended him for — the profession of the law. 

Notwithstanding all Tone's projects in becoming 

• Thi« joung l«dy sod Tone wera married privately at 
Haynooth. She waa the aister of Mrs. Beynold'^, whose hos- 
bwid wtu the notorimu infirmer in 'OS. 
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a lawyer, his early habits of disregard for literary 
fame still operated against him, aod after passing 
two years in that city, under a hope of sacceeding, 
at some time, both for his own as well as his lady's 
sake, whom he loved most tenderly, be applied 
to her grandfather for pecuniary aid, and having 
obtained ^£500, be returned to Dublin, after an 
absence of two years. Mrs. Tone's health was 
seriously impaired, during her husband's stay ia 
London ; and in consequence of this, they left 
Clarendon-street, where they had been living, and 
rented a neat cottage at Irishtown, for the oppor- 
tunity of sea-bathing, and to spend the summer in 
it. It was there that Tone and Bussel became 
acquainted. In his memoirs he mentions Rnssel, 
as a man of sterlmg worth and integrity : in the 
same page Thomas Adis Emmet is introduced, as 
forming a triumvirate in reciprocal attachment, 
and political projects : their hopes of effecting a 
revolution were indomitable, and the steady per- 
severance of all their acts, to accomplish it, prove 
that they were all three firmly fixed in their 
intentions. 

T. W. Tone being invited to Belfast, he assisted 
there in forming the first club of United Irishmen 
in Ulster. It was on that occasion, that he be- 
came acquamted with Messrs. Neilson, Sims, 
Sinclair, and M'Cabe. On his return to Dublin, 
in company with Russel, they formed a club in the 
city, on the same principles as that founded at 
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Belfast About this time, as Tone observes, James 
Napper Tandy, who had been eminent for his 
patriotism, and a distinguished member of the 
volunteers, sacrificed every favor which the Corpo- 
ration had bestowed on him, for the love of country, 
and of the people. Tandy being pointed out by 
the Solicitor Qeneral, and a reward offered for his 
apprehension, he evaded the purposes of govern- 
ment to arrest him. 

Hamilton Rowan and T. W, Tone avowed their 
principles likewise, and were designated as men 
directly opposed to the government Rowan was 
not so fortunate as his friend Tandy, to escape 
arrest : he was taken into custody, and lodged in 
Newgate, By a well planned stratagem, however, 
which was carried into effect, he escaped from 
prison soon afterwards, under a pretext, that he 
and his keeper would dine together, at a Iriend's 
place, and that after dinner, they would return to 
Newgate. An open boat had been previously pro- 
vided and engaged, and by this he was enabled to 
gain the coast of France. Tone, immediately after 
this, became suspected of having plotted with an 
emissary from France, named Jackson, and to have 
entered into the design of applying to that country 
for assistance, to rescue Ireland from the English 
yoke. OflFers were, soon after this, proposed to 
T. W. Tone, to go into voluntary exile ; to which, 
at the instigation of his friends, John Keogh, 
M'Cormick, and others, he assented. This indul- 
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gence from the G-ovemment to Tone, is to bs 
attributed to Arthur Wolfe, then the Attomey- 
Creneral, subsequently Lord Kilwarden, who was 
murdered, in Thomas-street, by the insurgents, in 
1803. His fate should be deplored by every think- 
ing mind: he not only interfered for T. W. Tone, 
at the period alluded to, but also at the disastrous 
moment of his condemnation, 1798, when taken in 
arms, and aiding the French in their second attempt 
at invasion, during that year. To the immortal 
honor of John Philpot Curran, whose memory will 
ever live in the hearts of Irishmeo, that circum- 
stance of Lord Kilwarden'fi merciful disposition for 
Tone, at that awful moment, is entirely due. More 
of this when we arrive at the eventful details in- 
terwoven with '98. 

In May, '95, Theobald Wolfe Tone proceeded to 
Belfast, and in June sailed for America, together 
with his wife, his sister, and children. In their 
passage out, the ship in which they were, was 
boarded by some British cruisers, and the greater 
part of the passengers were impressed to serve on 
board his Majesty's ships of war, which raged at 
that time, between France and England. Tone 
mentions to have escaped with difficulty himself, 
as they had already laid hands upon him; but, 
owing to the screams of his wife and sister, the 
press-gang permitted him to continue with bis 
family. After his arrival in America, he pre- 
sented to the French ambassador, some letters of 
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. intToduction ; and the interest wbich this statesman 
from France evinced in the ai&irs of Ireland, in- 
spired Tone with the most sanguine hope, that his 
•Government vould necessarily display a similar 
eagerness to promote the cause of the Irish, pant- 
ing, at the time, for a close alliance with the 
French people. 

To vindicate T. W. Tone's character, from the 
imputation of his having broken faith with the 
Grovemment at home, it must be observed, that 
when he acceded to the offer given him, of going into 
voluntary exile, no promise had been exacted from 
him, not to treat, secretly or overtly, with a power 
at nar with England. 

In the January following, T. W. Tone took his 
passage for France, leaving his wife and children 
behind, whereas he supposed it would be eventaally 
better for them to remain in the United States. 
He landed at Havre de Grace, and after a few days, 
proceeded to Paris, fully intent upon prosecuting 
his purposes respecting Ireland. Tone, on his 
arrival in the French capital, found, that jealousy 
and division prevailed among the Irish who were 
then residing in Paris, particularly among such as 
aspired to be noticed, in seeking aid for Ireland 
against English rule. Some of his countrymen 
Tone avoided, and attached himself to those only, 
in whom he could confide. He was well received 
by the French authorities, and discovered, that his 
cause was greatly advanced by the reeommeuda* 
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tions which the French ambassador in America 
wrote to his Government in bis favor. 

Repeated aaaurances were given to T. W. Tone, 
that an expedition upon a large scale would be 
speedily fitted out for Ireland. After a few months 
he became acquainted with General Hoche, who 
was to have the chief command ; and from all his 
interviews, he found Hoche sincerely intent upon 
the conquest of Ireland. Through him. Tone was 
appointed Colonel, and very soon obtained the 
rank of Adjutant-General, in the armv now pre- 
paring for the conquest of his country. His pecu- 
niary resources were, by his voyage to France, 
and living for some months at Paris, without em- 
ployment, worn out. To General Hoche he attri- 
butes his advancement to the rank which he then 
held ; he supplied him likewise with a month's pay 
in advance, and is called, from these acts of bene- 
ficence, and other good qualities, the true friend of 
the Irish. 

In his memoirs. Tone is very particular in 
describing the high qualities which that young 
and amiable French officer" possessed, and em- 
phatically asserts, that Hoche's devotedness to the 
accomplishment of bis views on Ireland, was of 

* Hoche was the pacificktor of Ls Vead^. which comprigea 
the greater part of santh-western Fr&noe. He is described as 
a Tery tftU, baodsome joangman, nhen Tone first saw him. 
HU manners were conciliating and afiable, and in the es- 
timation of tlie arm; he commanded, ia preferred even to 
Buonaparte. 
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a superior cast. He deplores bis death, whicti 
took place in '97, and observes, that Ireland lost 
her best Mend, in tbe death of this General. 

After various delays on tbe part of the French 
Government, in forwarding tbe expedition, it sailed 
at length from tbe harbour of Brest, on tbe 15th 
December, '96. It consisted of 17 sail of the 
line, 13 frigates, and Id transports, corvettes, &.C., 
having 15,000 troops on board, well provided with 
all the necessary munitions of war,* and an 
immense quantity of arras, intended for those 
among the Irish, who would join and swell tbe 
ranks of the invaders. A bad omen accompanied 
the sailing of tbe fleet ; a 74 gun ship, having 500 
men on board, was totally lost tbe first night. 
After they had got clear out of Brest harbour, the 
Admiral Morard de Galles, and General Hoche, 
who were both in the same ship, were separated 
from the rest of tbe fleet by a storm. " It was 
singular," says Tone, "and perhaps the only 
instance on record, that an Admiral could not 
have kept with his fleet, in moon-light nights." 
From the time of their sailing until tbe return of 
several of the ships to Brest, 17 days had elapsed, 
and the Fratemitd, in which tbe General and 

- There were 41,160 Btand of arme, 20 pieces of field 
artillery, 9 of siege, iaclading mortars ftud howitzers ; 61,200 
burela of powder, 7,000,000 cMtridges, 700,000 flints, no 
sabrea nor pistols, bat there were composing p8,rt of the e^tpe- 
dition, 3 regiments of hnssars. 
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Admiral were, never appeared : the other vessels 
of the fleet, were occi^ioaally in view of each 
other ; but the time of entering the bay, which 
opportunity continued for a day, being lost, 20 
sail were driven to sea by the fury of the storm, 
and in consequence, it became impossible and 
imprudent for the remainder of the fleet to land 
their troops, which was then, or would be, in that 
case, a force of 5,000 men. 

Grouchi, second in comokand to Hoche, and 
T. W. Tone, were both among the portion of the 
fleet which entered Banlry Bay, and ai^r deliberat- 
ing in a council of war, which was composed of 
other officers also, high in command, whether 
their success, if they should land, would not be 
rendered precarious, from the wild state of the 
country in that part of Ireland ; besides that pro- 
vince was not organized as the North had been ; 
it was therefore determined upon not to Imid. 
Howex'er, T. W. Tone proposed to the officers 
composing the council, to sail for tbe Shannon, and 
make an attempt upon Limerick, and from thence 
to march for Ulster, where they might calculate 
upon being joined by numbers of the Irish in that 
province. The majority of French officers being 
opposed to this plan of T. W. Tone, the project 
was given up, and a signal was hoisted for the 
fleet to return to France, 

It is noticed strongly, in the mem<Hrs up<»i the 
expedition, that the English army were by no 
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means well prepared to meet the French, if they 
would have landed in sufficient force ; 9Ib. shot 
had been, through some unaccountable error, for- 
warded from Dublin, for cannon of 61b. calibre 
only. After the &ilure of the expedition to Bantry 
Bay, T. W. Tone still persisted in applying to the 
French Qovemment to prepare another in '97, for 
the same object, knowing, as he frequently ui^ed, 
the state of the public mind in Ulster ; however, 
Irom the many arrests which had taken place in 
that province, he knew likewise, that the confi- 
dence which the people had before entertained, of 
the French not relaxing in their attempts upon 
Ireland, must have abated. He applied (o General 
Kilmaine, who was an Irishman, and held a com- 
mand in the French army, in which he had 
distinguished himself in the campaigns of Italy, 
to use bis influence with the French Oovemment, 
in order to make a 'second attempt at invasion. 
It was however a palpable neglect, and apparently 
a determined one, on the part of those who swayed 
the French CouncUs, to overlook the applications 
of Tone and his adherents, in the affairs of Ireland, 
throughout the whole of '97, although assurances 
were repeatedly given him to the contrary ; even 
Talleyrand pledged himself to Tone, that at far- 
thest, in the April of '98, a French force would be 
sent to Ireland upon a grand scale. Buonaparte 
was likewise waited upon by T. W. Tone, who 
assured him, that four millions of people would 

-■ Cocglc 
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join him on his coming with an army equal to the 
conquest of the country : he always urged the 
necessity of landing with a force of 20,000. That 
Oeneral's reply was, "You have but two millions 
of people." It is now well ascertained, that 
Buonaparte regretted, in the days of his exile, 
that he neglected Ireland, at the time when he 
marched his grand army to Russia, which ulti- 
mately proved his ruin arid overthrow. 

The Executive Directories of France and Holland 
had caused an expedition to be prepared in the 
Texel, for the invasion of Ireland in '97, and 
which was of a similar force to the one that had 
sailed from Brest, the preceding winter. The 
troops, amounting to 15,000, had been already 
embarked, and continued on board for some time, 
waiting orders for the fleet to sail. The intentions 
of both the French and Dutch Directories were, 
that the expedition prepared in the Dutch ports 
should sail for the northern coast of Ireland, and 
effect a landing as near to Belfast as it could be 
done. The Englbh fleet having gained, under 
Admiral Duncan, a complete victory over the 
Dutch fleet, which sailed purposely to fight him ; 
and several of their ships being taken, the troops 
which bad been on board, were disembarked, and 
thus ended the Texel expedition against Ireland. 

Among the names with which the reader is to 
be made acquainted on the affaire of '98, Lord 
Edward's makes a distinguishing feature : it is 
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therefore necessary to introduce, in this place, the 
mention of bim, before we begin our detail of the 
occurrences of that eventful year- 
Lord Edward Fitzgerald was fifth son of the 
grandfather of the present Duke of Lemster, 
being but 10 years of age at the time his Mher 
. died ; he still continued with the Duchess, bis 
mother, who married a Mr. Ogilvie, a Scotch 
gentleman; and they, after passing some time in 
England, proceeded to France, to reside for a while 
on the Continent. His iirst preceptor was a Mr. ' 
Lynch, an Irishman ; soon after this, his step- 
father commenced to instruct him — his chief 
studies were those of the mathematics, in order 
to £t himself for a military life. Lord Edward 
displayed much taste and talent for the science of 
fortification, as appears from letters addressed to 
his mother, to whom he was particularly devoted 
and attached. 

After the return of the fiimily to England, 
Lord E. received an appointment, as Lieutenant in 
the militia regiment which his maternal uncle the 
Duke of Richmond commanded. Orders being 
given that the regiment should go to camp ; it was 
found, that he, from bis previous studies of the 
military art, was capable of guiding both officers 
and men, in their mode of encampmeni. After 
some time he received the commission of Captain 
in a regiment ordered to America, to reinforce the 
British army, already there fighting against the 
B 3 
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people of the now United States. It vas his lot, 
soon afier his arrival, to distinguish himself in a 
retreat they were forced to make from Monk's 
Comer, and by his skill the flying troops were 
saved from discomfiture and disgrace. In conse- 
quence of this happy event, Lord E. became 
noticed as an able officer by Lord Rawdon, sub- 
sequently Earl Moira, and was i promoted' to the 
rank of an Aid de Camp. Very soon afterwards, 
he was ordered with some troops to Eutaw Springs, 
where, in a battle fonght with General Greene, 
who commanded the American force, he received 
a wound in the thigh, of so serious a kind, that 
he lay senseless upon the field, until carried oil' by 
a negro man, named Tony, whom bis Lordship, on 
account of his fidelity and attention, took into his 
service : this battle had been of such a character, 
that both on the American and British side, no 
officer escaped without a wound. 

In a letter to his mother, Lord Edward describes 
a long and fatiguing journey of 175 miles, 
which he, a brother officer, two woodmen, and the 
faithful Tony, undertook and performed, from New 
Brunswick to Quebec, through a thick and im- 
measurable forest. The snow was four feet deep 
upon the ground : each man carried his provision 
his blanket, axe, and fire-matches. They were 
20 days steering a N.W. course by compass, the 
same as if they were at sea. On their gaining the 
place of destination, they found themselves within 
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ten miles of the city, where, upon their entrance, 
admission into a pubHc bouse was refused them, 
from the extraordinary appearance which they 
made, viz., having a blanket' for a coat, their 
trowsers patched, and their beards unshaven for 
20 days ; Lord Edward said to the landlady, " we 
are gentlemen." " I'm sure you are," she replied, 
turning away from them. 

In 1792, Lord Edward visited Paris, where he 
became particularly devoted to the cause of France, 
then triumphant over her enemies. The same 
year, assisting at a dinner given by the French, 
Germans, and English, for the victories obtained 
over the allies ; Lord E. gave the following toast : 
" The speedy abolition of all hereditary titles, and 
feudal distinctions." On the same occasion, a 
General Dillon of the Irish Brigade, toasted, " The 
people of Ireland, and may Government profit by 
the example of France, and reform prevent a 
revolution. " 

In the same year, Lord Edward became ena- 
moured with the beautiful Pamela, who, though 
living with Madame de Genlis, under the disguised 
name of Mademoiselle Sims, she is at present known 
to have been her daughter, by the Duke d'Orleans, 
now the King of the French : he assisted at the 
ceremony of her marriage. She and Lord Edward 
were married at Toumay, a town of French Flan- 
ders. At that time, the Duke d'Orleans was re- 
siding in Switzerland, and subsisted himself by 
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instructing youth, in an academy which he had 
formed for the purpose : he, like other members of 
the Bourbon ftunily, was theu living in exile. 

After Lord Edward's return to Ireland, being 
now married, he was chiefly occupied with making 
arrangements for his lady's comforts, in selecting 
a fit residence, &c., and Kildare town, where he 
obtained a cottage, being contiguous to Kilrush, 
his estate, furnished him with the opportunity of 
exercising economy in his family expenditure, and 
of enjoying the pleasures which the Curragh af- 
forded. His fortune, though very limited, (being 
about j6800 a year,) was well paid by his tenantry, 
who were respectable and independent landholders. 
The quality of the soil, and goodness of the pro- 
prietor, enabled these industrious iarmers to become 
rich, and therefore it happened, that the landlord 
and tenant were mutually content and independent. 
In the correspondence which Lord Edward kept up 
(while campaigning in America) with his mother 
and Mr. Ogilvie, he frequently alludes to the fine 
forests, with which that country abounds, and 
wishes, that some of them were upon Kilrush. 

On the first establishment of the United system, 
when societies began to be formed in Dublin, it is 
not understood, that Lord Edward acted as a mem- 
ber of the body. In '95, however, when Earl Fitz- 
william had been recalled from the government of 
the country, and that Camden was chosen and sent 
to rule Ireland, then Lord Edward can be justly 
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said to barn, with a fire, for freedom, and to devote 
himself solely to the attainment of the people's 
rights. In 1797, at the summer assizes held at 
Athy, when John O'Brien, who had been living 
with John Cassidy of Monasterevan, distiller, was 
prosecuted by his master, for administering the 
oath of the United Irishmen to some persons who 
were employed in the distillery. Lord Edward at- 
tended the trial with an intense interest ; and the 
jury, who differed in finding a verdict, though 
locked up the whole night, being ordered by Lord 
Norbury, the presiding judge, to be carried in 
kishes to the verge of the Queen's County, and to 
be there discharged, Lord Edward walked with the 
multitude, curious to witness the release of that 
dissenting jury. 

In '97, the system of United Irishmen was fast 
approaching to its crisis, and in no county of 
Ireland, were the people so much alive to all the 
purposes of propagating their cause, and organising 
themselves, as in the county of Kildare. An inti- 
macy subsisted between numberless families who 
resided on the Leinster estate, and Lord Edward. 
He was considered £ind known to be deep in the 
designs of the leaders of the United cause, and was 
always accessible to the young farmers, who were 
zealous to be deemed instruments in his hands, for 
carrying on all their plans of insurrection to ma- 
turity. 

In the summer of that year, there was a depu- 
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tadon from the Ksecutive Directory of Ulster, to 
the Leinster Executive, then sitting in Dublin. It 
was proposed by the Northerns, not to wait for 
succour from France, whereas the winds had saved 
England in '96, and that the same might occur 
again. A part of the Leinster leaders were op- 
posed, as well as the Ulster men, to delay ; and 
disafiection among some regiments of Irish militia 
pervaded their ranks to such an extent, that an 
offer was made, to seize upon the royal barracks 
and the Castle of Dublin, without the aid of a 
citizen : a refusal was given to the overture made 
by the military, which circumstance was deeply 
regretted by Lord Edward. From this affair of 
some regiments having become disafTected, the &te 
of the Messrs. Sheares took its rise and origin. 
Sir Jona Harrington mentions the bard lot of these 
two lawyers, with energy and regret. The narra- 
tive will be given among the several deplorable 
occurrences of '98, 

The notorious informer Thomas Reynolds must 
come, both in this place and heareafter, before the 
public, whereas, it was entirely owing to the kind 
heart«d Lord Edward, that he obtained a footing 
in the County of Kildare, where he intended to 
carry on his designs, for amassing an enormous 
sum ; and where alone, from the introductory 
letter which his lordship had given him, he was 
enabled to turn the young men of the barony, 
where he was about to reside, to every purpose and 
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machination that could be invented, for the de- 
struction of his countrymen, and a community of 
respectable landholders. 

The barony of Kilkea and Moon, comprises an 
immense tract of the county of Kildare, and is 
bounded on the west by the barony of Narragh 
tind Rheband ; and by the counties of Wicklow 
and Carlow npop the south and south-east. 

Here it is that tfae Castle of Kilkea" stands, in 
which Reynolds was to become the grand source 
of information, which brought the United system 
to the light and knowledge of the G-ovemment. 

The affairs of Reynolds, before he planned his 
career of acting, were desperate, from the want of 
money, and being conversant in the politics of the 
day, and deep in the designs of the people, be 
obtained through Lord Edward, such t^ortunities 
as fitted him for every purpose of the Government, 
and ultimately to sacrifice every principle (rf honor, 
far self-interest. Notwithstanding that a work has 
been lately produced, for the sake of smooUiing or 
removing the prejudice which still lives against his 
memory, it is admitted in it, tbat he had in his 
possession the large sum of 3,500 go^eas secreted 
in the Castle of Kilkea, at the time when free quar- 
ters were raging tliroughout fliat barony : it is not 

* On tlie top of this Cutle, O'Kellf of Lt^gacnrn was 
beheaded, b; the llth Earl of Kildare, who obtained his- 
estates ttom Queen Elizabeth, in the 2Ut jeftrof her rNgn.— 
Bardiman'i Iruh Miiutnltg. 
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accounted for, from whence this money was de- 
rived. 

To develope the true character of Tom Reynolds, 
we must introduce now his family connection in 
that quarter, which, under a veil of patriotism, and 
having some of the blood of the Fitzgeralds in bis 
veins, enabled him to find but little difficulty in 
securing the confidence of the peqple, and thereby 
to fathom into, and become acquainted with, all 
their projects for revolution. 

Reynolds was nephew, by his mother, to Thomas 
Fitzgerald of G-eraldine, near Athy, and cousin to 
Thomas Dunn of Leinster Lodge, and Patrick Dunn 
of Dollardstown, both which places were within a 
short distance of Kilkea Castle, where this man of 
notoriety had come to reside. His uncle was cap- 
tain of a corps of yeomen cavalry, which was raised 
about the time the French fleet appeared in Bantry 
Bay ; and as Reynolds had obtained from the 
Duke of Leinster the farm called the Castle Farm, 
and had come to live upon it, he was balloted for 
and admitted as a yeoman into this Athy corps. 
It appears that he [possessed the good opinion of 
Lord Edwar^, in a high degree, and had obtained 
irom him an introductory letter to Matt. Kenna 
of Birtown, one of the most zealous among those 
who had devoted their time and efforts to all the 
intentions of Lord Edward. 

Kenna had now become the tool of Reynolds, and 
through him, he became known to all the young 
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farmers of the barony. The first thing to be done, 
in order to accomplish the discovery of the heads 
of the United Irishmen, was for Reynolds, as be 
planned it, to get himself elected a baronial dele- 
gate, to the county meeting, and to have himself 
appointed treasurer, to the barony of Kilkea and 
Moon. As each barony sent two, it was an easy 
matter for Kenna to have Reynolds advanced, and 
be nominated with himself to the nest county 
meeting. There he was selected, through Kenna, 
to represent the comity, at the provincial meeting, 
appointed to be held in Dublin. It was necessary 
to procure an accurate return of the numbers of 
the United Irishmen which the county contained, 
and the officers nominated to command in the 
several baronies of the county. Reynolds being, 
soon after this, appointed a Colonel, (as a military 
organizatioQ had commenced,) when he offered 
himself candidate for that high trust, (none but 
respectable men aspiring to that rank in the United 
army,) the too confiding people of Kilkea and 
Moon, looked upon him as a most important ac- 
^isition to their cause. 

Tom Daly, of Kilcullen, had in his possession 
the return of the numbers in Kildare, and was 
county treasurer ; it waa from him Reynolds ob- 
tained returns, and the money on hands. The 
whole tenor of his conduct, in obtruding himself 
first upon the barony, next upon the county, and 
lastly to have himself elected Colonel over ten 
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Captains, consisting of the most respectable land- 
holders of the barony above named, are irrefragable 
proofs, that Reynolds must have had an ulterior 
object in view, for advancing himself with such 
rapidity to so high a rank as provincial delegate, 
for Kildare county, within the short space of a few 
months, prior to the arrest at Oliver Bond's, the 
13th of March following. 

After the orders had been issued by the Irish 
Executive Directory, in the winter preceding the 
Rebellion, for organising the people into military 
bodies, an affair occurred, which ought to have 
brought Reynolds at once into suspicion : he pro- 
posed, at the Jirst county meeting he attended, to 
arm the people with all dispatch, by allowing them 
to fabricate pikes and pike handles. He, of his 
own accord, had several trees cut down at the 
Castle of Kilkea, and had smiths and carpenters 
employed for both purposes: all the people about 
him believed in his sincerity, and knowing him to 
be the nephew of Tom Fitzgerald of Geraldine, 
thought that the castle was to be a depot of arms 
for the approaching insurrection. It was sup- 
posed, by most classes conversant with the United 
system, that Fatrick's-day was to be the day of a 
general rising ; and it had been secretly rumoured, 
that such was the intention of the Executive Com- 
mittee, under whose directions the delegates from 
the several counties, bad assembled on the 12th of 
March, '98, a day which proved fatal to the plans 
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that were in embryo, for the impending straggle 
of the United Irishmen. 

No part of Kildare county was in so agitated 
and disturbed a state, as the western half barony 
of Narragb and Rheban. Atby particularly was 
in so great a degree of excitement, tbat arms which 
bad arrived by a canal boat, and intended for a 
corps of yeomen infantry at Leigblin, were taken 
the night of tbeir arrival, and concealed in the 
bogs which were wifbin a few miles of the town. 
Captain Fitzgerald's corps being generally of the 
United party, no great display, for searching after 
the arms, was manifested. 

As we have Atby and Reynolds before va, it is 
right to observe in this place, that he made it a 
point, to be as frequently in that town, as he could, 
whereas the yeomanry corps to which he belonged, 
being commanded by his uncle, afforded him the 
opportunity of sonnding the disposition of his 
brother yeomen, whom, he thought, the country 
people would make their confidants, and commu- 
nicate to them all their secret designs. 

Tuesday being the market-day of the town, 
Reynolds sent communications to ten captains, to 
meet him at the house of Peter Kelly, whom he 
had previously asked, for permission to meet a few 
respectable farmers from the district of Kilkea: 
this occurred in the Febraary of '98. Unhappily 
for Kelly, he gave his consent, as the following 
narrative will prove. When free quarters com- 
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menced in the April following, every man against 
whom information had been given, tbat be was a 
United IrishmEin, or had abetted the cause in any 
shape or manner, bis property was either dis- 
tributed among the soldiers, or carried off to the 
depot, where the booty, such as bullocks, sheep, 
pigs, and provisions of every kind, carried off 
before the face of the owners, were deposited for 
the use of the army. On tbe day tbat military 
vengeance began to display itself in Atby, it was 
tbe bard fate of Peter Kelly, to be made tbe first 
victim of Tom Reynolds. On the same morning 
at an early hour, Reynolds was marched in pri- 
soner from Kilkea Castle, by John Greene, a miller, 
and magistrate, who was Captain, also, of the 
Castledenuot Yeomen Cavalry. When -passing 
through the town, Reynolds said to Greene, " it 
was in that bouse, (viz. Kelly's,) that I was ap- 
pointed Colonel." 

An hour had scarcely elapsed when Greene was 
with Peter Kelly in his shop, and arrested him. 
He was sent directly to gaol, and in a few hours, 
all his goods, consisting of various articles, (be 
being in the general shop way,) were carried off by 
tbe soldiers and their wives. Kelly was also in tbe 
spirit and grocery business ; some hogsheads of 
whiskey and porter were spilled in the street, and 
ran in the channel into a water course. All his 
furniture, which was for tbe most part new, was 
burned in the street, and a piece of cannon brought 
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to destroy his windows: this was effected by a 
couple discharges of blank cartridge ; so that the 
house, which was, a few hoars before, a comfortable 
dwelling, and had in it at least ^3,000 worth of 
property, became a scene of general destruction 
and havoc. The measure of Reynolds' works, 
comprising a wide and extensive field of action, 
must be continued. It was in the preceding month, 
that the arrest took place, in the hous^ of Oliver 
Bond, Bridge-street. 

Scarcely had T. Reynolds time to respire from 
his incessant energy, throughout the winter months 
of '97 and '98, when, as he had planned with 
one of the Secretaries of Government, he was to 
betray the cause he had undertaken to foster and 
advance. The provincial meeting being made 
Imown to him, first by Daly of Kilcullen ; secondly, 
by M'Cann, one of the beads in Dublin ; and 
Reynolds having been duly delegated, by the 
county meeting of Kildare, to be also at his post, 
the Government had full and timely information, 
to order Major Sirr, who took with him some 
sergeants dressed in coloured clothes, to arrest 
every man, who had been convened together, and 
sitting in the same room at Bond's. The signal 
for admittance was made known through Reynolds 
to Major Sirr, which was, " Where's M'Cann ? Is 
Ivers from Carlow come ?" The Major having 
gained entrance into Bond's, and attended by these 
soldiers in disguise, put all who were assembled 
c 2 
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under arrest. One of the sei^eants cried out, tritb 
a cocked pistol in hia hand, " any man who either 
resists, or attempts to remove the papers on the 
table, shall be shot." No alternative remained, 
but to submit to the Major's will, who after this, 
marched bis prisoners to the Castle. Among the 
number arrested, we must introduce the names of 
Dr. M'Nevin, Counsellor Emmet, Sweetman, Bond, 
Jackson, and his son ; Kelly from Rosanallis, and 
Banan from Ballybrettas, Queen's County. 

Lord Edward, and a few besides, who had not 
arrived, escaped arrest for the present ; but the 
same day a proclamation, offering a reward of 
jglOOO, was issued by the Government, for his ap- 
prehension ; immediately an officer named Major 
O'Kelly, was despatched to Frescati,* where a 
diligent search was made ; and in a few hours an 
eager pursuit to find Lord Edward at Leinster 
House, Kildare-street, was set on foot ; their efforts 
for this time, to seize his Lordship, terminated 
fruitlessly in both places. This subject, concerning 
Lord Edward, will be resumed, after we give some 
facts coQceming Reynolds and his acts. 

No effort was spared by Tom Reynolds, to wipe 
off the stigma which now appeared to be afiised to 
him, whereas a rumour prevailed, that he was the 
person who gave information to the Government, 

* Tbia neat rilU ia situated at the Black Rock, abont four 
mUes Ironi tbe citj, wbere Lord and Ladj Edward occasional!; 
lived after Uteir mftrriage. 



C.Google 



THE BEBELLtON. 31 

which led to the arrest at Oliver Bond's, He had 
taken early precautioo, to remove irom the mind 
of M'Cann, the most distant supposition, that he 
woold be tray Ma countrymen; and for thatend,wrote 
to him,reque8tingthat he would hold him excused 
from attending the general meeting of Delegates, 
on the 12th of March. His commumcadon was of 
a forcible tenor : he declared in it, that it gave him 
pain that a &mUy affliction, viz. Mrs. Reynolds' 
sudden indisposition, in Park-street, prevented him 
to be from home : that her illness was of a serious 
kind, and that he could not possibly be among 
them. 

A few days after the arrest had taken place at 
Oliver Bond's, Reynolds was waited upon, at the 
Castle of Kilkea, by Matt. Kenna of Birrtown, who 
told him that the public mind was in a ferment, 
from a rumour that be had betrayed his conntry, 
and that it would be necessary for him to give a 
tsatisfoctory cause, at the next county meeting, 
which was to be held after a few days, at Naas, in 
M'Donald's inn, why he absented himself from 
Bond's, where matters of the greatest importance 
"ften to have been discussed and decided upon. 
Reynolds, during the interview with Kenna, strove 
(with vehement gestures, and imprecating evils 
upon his head,) to remove his suspicions, and 
those of the people ; he besought him to interfere 
with bis broUier delegates, parScularly with Mick 
Reynolds of Johnstown, near Naas, not to suspect 
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him of such dereliction of principles, and per&djr 
to the United cause. Eenna wob prevailed upon, 
by this traitorous man, to do all he could, in 
allaying the storm which threatened him ; and 
assured him, that nothing could tend so much to 
exculpate Mm Irom the terrible censures afloat, as 
to appear, in proprid peraond, at the county 
meeting, to be held on such a day. What elicited 
this remark from Kenna, was, Reynolds had de- 
signed to resign, at the next baronial meeting, his 
treasurership of the money which he had on hands ; 
and strove to make him believe, that other matters, 
of a private nature, would prevent him from acting 
with the zeal which be had proposed to himself in 
the beginning. 

It was then decided upon, between Reynolds 
and Matt. Kenna, that nothing would prevent him 
Irom attending at Naas, on the day fixed upon for 
the meetmg of the baronial delegates ; consequently 
the matter debated between them at Kilkea, re- 
garding the suspicions so widely circulated, came 
on the first among the subjects to be discussed. 
It was advanced by Reynolds, seconded by Kenna^ 
that how could it be supposed, the friend and con- 
fidant of Lord Edward, and for whom that noble- 
man interfered, with the Duke his brother, in 
choosing him aa tenant for the farm and castle of 
Kilkea, could descend to such treachery as to be- 
tray his countrymen and their cause : he besought 
them all, in the name of common justice, to co- 
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operate in removiog the suspicions that had been 
so difiiiHed already, as to intimidate him from fre- 
quenting bis usual walks and intercourse in society. 

Tom Reynolds, we will leave you now, {as yod 
have left your countrymen to their fate,) to the 
decision of millions ; and let every impartial reader 
decide upon your merit or demerit, throughout 
your whole career, wbetber any tract that could 
be produced, can vindicate you, as the protector 
of Ireland, which it has undertaken to maintain. 
Occasional allusions must be made to this man of 
perfidious name and action. 

We will return now to Lord Edward, in order 
to prepare for the sorrowful end of that nobleman, 
and the tragical scenes of insurrection which fol- 
lowed, in quick succession. After the arrest at 
Oliver Bond's, being obliged to submit to the pri- 
vations incident to a state of concealment, and 
knowing that the intentions of Government to arrest 
him, would be carried into efifect, the moment an 
opportunity would offer, Lord Edward avoided the 
intercourse of all except a few, whom he thought 
would co-operate with him, in preparing his plans 
of insurrection, the crisis of which was so rapidly 
approaching. 

The first place where Lord Edward kept himself 
concealed, was in the house of a Mr. Kennedy, in 
Aungier-street, which a Surgeon Lawless procured. 
After a few days, it was deemed prudent to seek 
another which would be more secluded, uid away 
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from public resort. A widow lady who lived on 
the canal bank, was then found out, and accord- 
ingly. Lord Edward was placed under her roof and 
care. There he became, as she thought, less 
vigilant in his precautions. At one time, during 
his stay with her, a party of soldiers passed upon 
the opposite side of the canal, when she, under an 
impulse of thought, ran up st^rs, made Lord 
Edward turn into bed, fixed a lady's night-cap 
upon him, and was prepared to say, (if the soldiers 
entered, and made a search,) that this was a deli- 
cate female in bed, and suffering under a severe 
indisposition. The day, however which created 
this sudden alarm, passed over without any visit 
from the military. Lawless and M'Cormick were 
incessantly alive, to save and protect their noble 
charge ; they thought too, that be being the soul 
and centre, of the system about to be hazarded, by 
a final struggle, which was on the eve of being 
commenced, it would be essential to have him 
where he might be consulted on the plans to be 
pursued. They brought him into town, habited 
as a countryman, under a big coat, and a long cue 
of hair, Whethf!r Lord E. was placed at Moore's 
or Murphy's the first night, it does not exactly 
appear, hut cert^ it is, he was to meet a deputa- 
tion of Athy men, or rather a few captains from 
that town, and the adjoining part of the Queen's 
County, among whom was to be a Mr. P. D. of 
B le ; it is probable that P. D. being the near 
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friend of Mrs. Moore, it was in her hoaae thai 
Lord Edward was to have met bis Atby and 
Queen's County men. 

It was in April, of the same year '98, that Lord 
Edward was appointed Lieutenant General, and 
Commander in Chief of the United Army, and 
Colonel Lumb, of the Curragh, Major General. 
There was a meeting in Dnhlin, of the Colonels 
from the County Kildare, very soon after the free 
qnai'ters had commenced, to appoint and select fit 
men, to fill these posts, which have been named. 
After the proclamation to arrest Lord Edward had 
been issued by the Government, he and Neilson 
had a narrow escape at Palmerstown : they both 
rode, late at night, to reconnoitre the route which 
the Kildare men were to make, in their march for 
Dublin on the night of the insurrection. A mili- 
tary patrol having met them, they were questioned 
for what object they were out so late at night. 
Their answer to this was promptly believed, on 
saying, " We are making all the haste in our power 
to a sick patient, who lies dangerously ill," They 
were then allowed to proceed, the military taking 
their own word, that one of them was a physician. 

There was much imprudence displayed by Neil- 
son, during the days of Lord Edward's being con- 
cealed in Thomas-street: he used frequently to 
pass through it ; and at one time said loudly, to 
Murphy, standing in his own gate-way, " Is he 
safe ? Keep a sharp look out." 

The &tal day had now just arrived, when Lord 
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Edward was to be a victim to the cause be bad so 
zealouslj' and perseveringly espoused. Oa (be day 
or two preceding bis arrest, a mibtary aniform was 
put into tlie bands of Murphy, by a servant from 
Moore's. Tbe coat, jacket, and trousers were of 
dark green cloth, edged with red, and a cap of a 
conical form : these matters were carefully hidden, 
by Lord Edward's own orders to Murphy, and put 
among a heap of goat-skins, on a store-loft. On 
May IStb, Lord Edward was accompanied by Mrs. 
Moore to the house of Murphy, which was tbe eve 
of his arrest, and five days before tbe insurrection 
broke out. 

May 19, '98, proved fatal both to Lord Edward 
and to tbe cause of the United system. On him 
were fixed the hopes of the United Irishmen ; and 
although strong measures were adopted by Govern- 
ment, to counteract tbe conspiracy and its abettors, 
in all their attempts at revolution, it is obvious, that 
bad Lord Edward escaped, the issue of the struggle 
between the authorities and the people, would have 
proved extremely hazardous and doubtful. 

On Has memorable day he dined in the back 
drawing-room at Murphy's, together with Neilson 
and his host. Very soon after dinner, Neilson left 
him, arid in tbe act of leaving the bouse,* very 

* Some suspicioDB of % sinister and dishoDorable complexion, 
have been affixed to the character of Neilaon, for EDch apparent 
neglect, in subjecting the house to be entered b; an enemy. — 
The facilitj with vhicb be was arrested (as will appear) casta 
another shade of sni[dinoD upon hia fidelity to the United caoM. 
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incantiouBly left the hall door open, as if to admit 
others, or to re-enter it bimaelf. Lord Edward 
retired to his bed-room, immediately after Neilson 
had gone away, and laid himself fupon the bed, as 
if to repose a little, without his coat. Murphy 
proceeded up stairs to see if he would take some 
coffee, and while thus spesJuog with his Lordship, 
Town-Major Sin, Swan, and a Mr. Ryan, who 
is said to have been Captain of the guard they 
had brought with them, arrived. It appears that 
they found no difficulty in entmng the house, 
whereas the door was still open, mnce Neilson had 
gone. Swan and Ryan proceeded instantly up 
stairs, while Major Sirr remained for a little while 
below, as if to give the guard directions how to 
act. 

Swan and Ryan were soon in the bed-room of 
Lord Edward, who, on seeing them enter, seized a 
dagger he had with him, and rushing furiously as 
a tiger, according to Murphy's words, he stabbed 
each of them, and inflicted a mortal wound on 
Ryan, who fell upon the floor. Swan discharged 
a pistol which he held in his hand, at Lord E., but 
without effect. After firing, he pushed the pistol 
to Murphy's face, and cried out to a soldier, "take 
this fellow away." From the noise of the shot 
which was fired, Major Sirr hurried up stairs, and 
arrivii^ at the door where the murderous struggle 
was going on, fired at Lord Edward, and wonnded 
him in the arm near the shoulder. A drummer 
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who ran up with Major Strr, struck his Lordehip 
with his sword upon the back of the neck, which 
caused him mnch agony daring the few days he 
lived. Other soldiers mnuing up to the call of 
Major Sirr, j^aced their musketa across him, and 
thus overcaiBe any fiirther ^brts (rf Lord Edward . 
Having now secured their prisoner, they placed 
him ia a sedan chair, and proceeded with him to 
the Castle. Sui^eon Adrien was immediately 
sent for, to dress all flieir wounds, and after dress- 
ing them, be pronounced Ryan's wound to be 
mortal, Swan's not so bad, and Lord Edward's the 
earns. " I'm sorry far it," he replied. Imme- 
diately after this be was seat to Newgate, where he 
was suffering under fever, accompanied in the end 
by mental derangement. Liberty to visit him in 
prison was denied to his friends, except to Lord 
Henry, who was permitted to see him on the eve 
of his disso1ut|ion. On the night of the 4th June, 
at two in the morning, he expired. His sufieringa 
were acute, during the interval between his arrest 
and death ; bis pain of mind was much increased, 
in consequence of the death of a Mr. Clinch,* 
who, as Lord Henry menttoBed, in a letter of re- 
proach to the Lord Lieutenant, on the ignominy of 
hie brother's fate, and the treatment he received, 
was hanged in the corridore opposite to where 
Lord Edward lay. 

* Clinch was a respect^le gentlemui, of Bathcoole, aad 
most respectabl; connected. 
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' The fate oFLady Edward Fitzgerald, bis amiable 
and lovely consort, moat excite pity is every brrast. 
She loved her Lord, as he merited, with devoted- 
ness and genuine afiectioa. Their happiness in 
the ccmjugal state, surpasaes capability to describe 
it. In conversation, her words were turned to the 
frequent mention of his name, and alluding to the 
politieal sphere in whteh he had engaged himself 
to act : her deep solicitude fcH* him, was discernible 
to all with whom she conversed. After her noble 
husband's sufferings and demise. Lady Edward 
became doomed to withdraw herself from the Bri- 
tish realms. She was pronoonced to have parti- 
eipated in every of bis acts, and consequently was 
commanded to quit, almost instantaneously, Great 
Britain, and his own dear Ireland. 

Early in April, '98, the free quarters commenced 
in Athy, and throughout the adjoining districte of 
the county Kildare. It would appear, that the 
whok country was destined to destruction ; every 
respectable farm-hoose whieh could be met with 
by the military, in their daily excursions, and 
where plunder could be obtained, was visited by 
lawless bands of soldiers, who demanded entrance, 
and then required that all places within should be 
opened and searched. Their cruehy knew no 
bounds ; for if any arms, or papers touching on 
the times, such as songs or ballads, or lists of 
mens' names, were found, that house was instantly 
set fire to and tnimed. The ditches and com- 
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fields, in various places, exhibited wrecks of half- 
bumed furniture, taken from the flames by women 
or children, whereas the men were forced, from 
tear of being seized and dragged to prison, to leave 
their houses and keep from the roads, where the 
military might be supposed to pass. 

In this deplorable state of things, every Protes- 
tant who was thought to bave a considerate dispo- 
sition, was solicited by a neighbour, to suffer pro- 
vision, such as bacon, oatmeal, or butter, to be 
placed under their roots for safety, because they 
were, for the most part, exempted from any visita- 
tion of free quarters, and could screen matters 
that were portable, under a semblance of being 
their own. Some respectable tallies got early 
protections from Colonel Campbell, who com- 
manded at Athy and the surrounding districts, 
through the influence of some ladies, and officers 
of yeomanry corps. In the western half barony 
of Narragh and Rheban, Sylvester Kelly of Kilcoo, 
obtained protection for his property, by means of 
Mrs. Weldon's application, to Col. Campbell, in 
his favour. 

The landholders who were thought to be in the 
interest, or under the influence of Lord Edward, 
were visited with a heavy hand. Thomas Fitzge- 
rald of Geraldine, who commanded the Athy yeo- 
men cavalry, was kept under arrest, in his own 
house, and had Captain Erskine, with his entire 
troop of dragoons, quartered on him. Not only 
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his sheep, piga, and provisioDS of every kind, were 
driven and carried offinlo A thy barracks, but also 
the mnes, spirits, and groceries, of which he kept 
in his hospitable mansion, a large supply, were 
used by that officer and hia subalterns, with licen- 
tious appetites. The wheat, oats, and hay of his 
haggard, were loaded upon cars and carts, and 
brought to the Athy barracks, for the use of the 
soldiery. In fine, there was neither limitation nor 
mercy displayed towards Mr. Fitzgerald of Creral- 
dine : fae was incessantly insulted by Capt. Erskine 
and his men, all of whom, except four privates and 
a sergeant, were slain in the battle of Old Kiicullen, 
on 24th May following. *' Ex uno disce omnes :" 
from the fate of one, learn the fote of others. 

Thomas and Patrick Dunne, of Leinster Lodge 
and Dollardstown, were among the sufferers of '98 ; 
also Dan. Caulfield of Levitstown : both he and 
Fitzgerald were arrested, and aRer being kept 
prisoners in their own houses, under guard of the 
military living at free quarters, they were brought 
to Dublin, and imprisoned in a lai^e house con- 
verted into a prison, in Smithfield. The Athy 
corps, which consisted of about 50 men, and com- 
manded by Fitzgerald, were most ignominiously 
disarmed, in the market-square of Athy. After 
being assembled by Lieutenant Chapman, (their 
captain being under arrest, and prisoner in his own 
house,) they were ordered by Col. Campbell, having 
other troops under him, in the square, to dismount, 
D 3 
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to lay down their arms, and strip their horses of 
saddles and bridles. This was an indignity unex- 
pected to arise, to the Athy yeomen cavalry: they 
were, for the most part, men of independent pro- 
perties, and looked upon by the gentry of the sur- 
roDoding country, worthy of serving their king. 
Reynolds, bowerer, being a brother member, and 
secretly known to the Government, deep disafFec- 
lion was laid upon the head of every man among 
them. 

Let us now turn to scenes, not less horrifying 
than what has been given. On the day that Peter 
Kelly's property was destroyed, and himself made 
prisoner, the pitch-cap was appended to the turn- 
pike gate, for the people to look at, and see what 
awaited them. Many among the smiths and 
carpenters, were seized and dragged to gaol, and 
as flogging was introduced in various places, the 
use of the cow-hide to extort confessions, was 
unsparmgly applied. Several were flogged at 
Athy, in order to elicit informatitm, against all 
who were suspected, of being officers amoi^ the 
United men, or of being implicated in the fabrica- 
tion or concealment of arms. The arrests were 
without number, and many of the respectable 
females, of the town and neighbourhood, were 
sent by their parents to Dublin, to be beyond the 
reach of military outrage. 

Among the general free quarters which pre- 
vailed on all sides, Tom Reynolds of Kilkea 
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Castle, bad his visitation. In a work which haSi 
lately made its appearance, it is attempted to be 
proved that the misfortuneB of Tom Reynolds ex- 
ceeded all imaginary calculations, and makes the 
sum of bis losses amount to the enormous height 
of 12 or 13,000 pounds sterling. It is well known, 
that his uncle of Geraldine sufiered more than any 
individual in the county, and it has been univer- 
sally understood, in the parish of Athy, that his 
losses amounted in the aggregate, to about .£4,000. 
If this be correct, and the general voice is in its 
favor, the exaggeration has escaped the pen of the 
author, and it cannot be admitted as a truth. 

From the moment of Lord Edward's tragical 
arrest, a universal gloom was spread through all 
the ranks of the United men in Dublin; the news 
soon reached the adjoining counties, and was 
speedily spread over the whole kingdom. Those 
who were at the head of the system, and acting as 
an Executive Committee, were fixed in their resolu- 
tions, to rouse the people into action, and resort to 
open force. Some of the Kildare men, high in 
command, were then waiting for theu- final orders 
to begin ; among these were Mick Reynolds of 
Johnstown, near Naas, George Luby of Rath- 
coSy or Ovidstown, and Hugh Ware of Maynootb. 
They held frequent communications with the 
Executive, and all had agreed to commence the 
struggle for freedom, as they contemplated. Every 
hope of receiving any assistance from the French, 
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was given np ; whereaa the aasaranccB which 
Talleyrand held out to Tone, agent from the Irish, 
that April should not pass without sending succours 
upon a grand scale, ended in mere words, without 
a shew of any grand or extensive preparation on 
the part of France. The expedition which was 
going forward and [»*eparing in the harbour of 
Toulon, absorbed all their thoughts ; and Egypt, 
ai»] not Ireland, was the object of their CFoTem- 
ment, and their triumphant General Buonaparte. 

Before we commence our narrative of the Rebel- 
lion, there are a few &cts and occurrences that 
took place, on the day of Lord Edward's arrest, 
which it ia incumbent upon us, to give to the 
reader. 

The son of a widow Raticau, near the head of 
Dirty-lane, who kept an extfinsive timber yard, 
sallied out of his mother's house, with a drawn 
sword, crying out, that now was the moment to 
strike the blow, and save Lord Edward from being 
carried off to prison. This occurred while Major 
Sirr was preparing to set out with his prisoner. 
It was said, that two soldiers offered their aims to 
Ratican, but he said to them, " £eep them for a 
little, 'till I collect a few men." None, however, 
(so great was the panic,) joined him in the att^npt 
at rescue. The ntme of the arrest, spread itself 
widely in a few minutes, and a party of about 
fifty men &om the lanes near Thomas-street, ran 
confusedly to Vicar-street, where they i^tacked 
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and forced the doors of the bouse, in which the 
arms of the night-watch had been kept With 
these in their hands, they ran tumnltuonsly to 
Cutpnrse-row, in order to intercept the Majors and 
their guards with the noble prisoner : the military, 
however, had already passed, and the intentions 
of rescuing Lord Edward, were frustrated. On 
the Monday following, all the ^miture of Mrs. 
Batican's house, together with the entire timber 
of her yard, was burned in Thomas^street ; the 
quantity was so great, that six fires and piles of 
wood, were all burning at the same time. 

After the arrest of Lord Edward, it is supposed 
that Henry and John Sheares were prominent in 
giving final instructions to those leaders who had 
escaped the vigilance of the Government; it is 
^erefore necessary to give in this place, some inte- 
resting matter concerning these two young lawyers 
and their bard fate. 

It was well known in Dublin, that the King's 
County militia was one of the regiments who pro- 
posed, during the summer of '97, to seize upon the 
Royal barracks and the Castle, without any aid 
whatsoever from the people, which proposal was 
rejected by some members of the Executive. This 
regiment continued in Laughlinstown camp, and a 
Captain Armstrong, belonging to it, was intro- 
duced by a bookseller of Grafton-street, named 
Byrne, to the two Sheares. After some conversa- 
tion on the times and politics, one of them said to 
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Armstrong, " There is a sergeant in your regi- 
ment, who will inform yon how our cause stiuids, 
and what things are to be undertaken." So soon 
as Armstrong arrived in camp, be had the sei^eant 
brought to him, and after a few questions, he said, 
" the Messrs. Sheares have given me your name, 
and have said you can repose all confidence in me, 
and let me know every particular of the United 
cause," The sergeant's reply was laconic, but 
extremely prudent, in sajring, " I don't know any 
thing at all about them." Very soon after this, 
the sergeant deserted from the regiment, and was 
never heard of more. 

The fate of the Sheares was now sealed. A 
warrant was immediately issued for arresting them ; 
and being soon seized and imprisoned, they were 
brought to a speedy trial, and prosecuted byCapt. 
Armstrong: his testimony was too conclustre, to 
admit of an acquittal of the prisoners ; they were 
found guilty, and condemned to be executed. At 
an early hour on the following morning, tbey came 
hand in hand to the scafMd ; both were then 
hanged and beheaded. 

Henry Sheares, the elder, wrote, immediately 
after his condemnation, a letter to ^r Jonah Bar- 
rington, supplicating his interference with Lord 
Clare, the Chancellor. His prayer met due atten- 
tion from Sir Jonah ; but unfortunately, as soon 
as the Chancellor was waited upcm, his Lordship 
was so occupied, that an interview could not be 
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obtained at the moment : this delay was an irre- 
parable and peculiar misfortune, whereas through 
the strong and impressive representations of Sir 
Jonah to the Lord CbanceUor, a reprieve was ob- 
tained for Hemy Sheares, but not for the brother. 
At an early part of next day, Sir Jonah proceeded 
(having the reprieve with him) to Newgate, where, 
on his ^proacbing the prison, he beb^d the execu- 
tioner, after cutting off the head, holding it up to 
puUic view, crying out, " Behold the head of a 
traitor." The character of the Messrs. Sheares is 
given at bottom, for the perusal of oar readers : it 
is from the pen of Sir J<Hiah Barrington.* 

* MesBn. Heurj and John Sheares were of the Irish bar, 
Uld of a respectable fami];. Hear;, the elder, had a compe- 
tent fortnne, and was an excellent domestic person, vitb a 
most amiable fanuly. He badreceiTed a University edacation, 
but was not poBseaBed of talent: plain and friendly — occa- 
sionally warm, generally creduloiu, and always foil of preju- 
dices : his mind woe never strong enough to resist his feelings ; 
BJid though unexceptionable in private character, he had neitber 
capacity, firmness, nor discretion, for a public life. The younger 
brother, John, was tall, &ir, handsome, and of gendemanly 
addraaa; his connteoance was seoiible, and firm to inflexibility. 
With much more talent than bis brother, he guided him at bis 
discretion. Tbey were inseparable as brothers, and were united 
by an almost unparalleled attachment. Mr. John Sheares, 
upon the arrest of the others, became aae of the Executive 
Directory of the United Irishmen i and, as a necessary conse- 
qneuce, Henry was a participator, and tided in procnriog 
emissaries to sedoce the troops at Lavghlinatown. Ttwre 
Capt^n Armstrong became acquainted wHl) the two brothers, 
pledged to them bis friendship— persuaded them that he woulA 
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After this unhappy and dia&slxous fate of the 
Sheared, the lot of M'Cann was to be determined 
next, by the ruling - power. Knowing that he 
stood high in the United business, and aware that 
he could, if brought over to the side of Reynolds, 
give such information to the Government, as would 
lead to all its ramifications, and tendencies ; the 
Privy Council decided, that his pardon should be 
given, and the highest rewards conferred, if be 
would become an informer against the enemies of 
the Government. The principles of Mr. M'Cann 
were of too sterling a kind, to listen to any over- 
ture or inducement, to betray the cause of his 
fellow citizens. The greatest allurements, and 
offers of reward were proposed. He was found to 
be too faithful to the cause of bis country, to listen 
to any terms, and replied, that he was prepared to 
abide the consequences of a trial, and that the 
Government had not the power of purchasing his 
fidelity. 

Tom Reynolds became now, the open and 
avowed opponent of United Irishmen, and the fate 
of M'Cann was soon to bring his perfidy to the 
test. 

On the day of M'Cann's trial, he being con- 
Ironted and accused by his prosecutor, nothing 

seduce hU own regiment — gained their implicit confidence — 
and worked up sufficient guilt to sacrifice the lives of both. 
This was one of the most interesting- trials in Ireltnd. — Sir 
Joaak Banmgton, cap. xxiiL p. 361. 
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that could be elicited by counsel in the cross-exami* 
nation, was able to affect, in the minds of the jury, 
the truth of Reynold's accusation, and therefore it 
happened, that neither Miss Fitzgerald, who was 
a nQD, and aunt to the informer, nor Thomas 
Warren, who was a highly respectable character 
in Dublin, and his very near relative, had the 
smallest influence with either judge or jury, to in- 
validate any portion of what Reynolds advanced 
against M'Cann. He was a bad character in and 
to his own family, and overwhelmed with pecuniary 
embarrassments : this was not sufEcient to make it 
appear, that for the sake of money, be was capable 
of descending to any act of treachery against the 
prisoner. A verdict of guilty was quickly found 
against the accused, and sentence of death was 
pronounced against M'Cann, who evinced the 
greatest fortitude in meeting his fate: his name, 
for intrepid and genuine fidelity to the cause he 
had undertaken, was foremost in the mention of 
the occurrences in '98. 

Neilson comes next to be introduced to the 
reader's reflection. This individual stood high in 
the estimation of the United classes, and the general 
opinion was, that he merited from their ranks, un- 
limited confidence in any post to which he might 
be named. After the Executive Directory had 
given their final orders to commence the Rebellion, 
it was to Neilson that the United men of Dublin 
looked for the signal to begin. On the night of 
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the 23d of May, as fixed upon by the heads of the 
cause, for the simultaneous breaking out of the in- 
surrection, the mail coaches were to have been 
stopped and burned, in the vicinity of the city, 
immediately after their starting. This was done 
according to the plan fised upon, in one instance 
only. Every coach had passed the barriera, with 
the exception of one of the northern mails, which 
waa attacked and destroyed. About 8 or 9 o'clock 
of that evening, long before the darkness could 
conceal him from being seen, Neilson passed so 
near to Newgate, that he could not escape to be 
noticed, by some of the sentinels on guard. How- , 
ever, as if it had been preconcerted, Gregg the gaoler 
was looking from a balcony, or iron-window, and 
perceiving Neilson passing, he hastened down, fol- 
lowed him speedily, and at the comer of Little 
Britain Street, took him by the arms behind, and 
calling one of the sentinels, they both, meeting no 
resistance, brought him directly to prison. 

On the same night, vast numbers of the United 
Irishmen assembled in several parts adjoming the 
city, as if to await the signal from their chief: the 
most numerous of their bodies who had come 
together, were those who had collected in the 
Barley-fields, contiguous to Dorset-street. It is not 
understood, who their leader was to be ; however, 
the early arrest of Neilson, the same night, as it is 
believed by those who had been conversant in the 
cause, put an end and complete stop to any attempt 
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at insurrectioQ in the city. The situation and alarm 
of the garrison, and the panic perceptible among 
Uie yeomanry corps of Dublin, on the night of the 
23d of May, cannot be better described than in the 
words of Sir Jonah Barringlon: 

" A night attack on the metropolis had been 
long, meditated by the United Irishmen, but its 
early execution had not been anticipated by the 
Government. The Lord Lieutenant ascertained, 
that such an attempt was to be made on the 23d 
of May, 1798, by a large body of insurgents, then 
collecting on the north of Swords and Santry, and 
on the south under Bathfamham mountains, less 
than five miles from the city. Of their numbers, 
leaders, arms, or tactics, every body was ignorant. 
All was confusion, and every report was extrava- 
gantly exaggerated. The regular garrison, and 
the yeomanry, prepared themselves with the utmost 
animation ; hut nobody knew his station, or could 
ascertain his duty. Orders were issued, and.im- 
mediately revoked — positions were assigned, and 
countermanded. More confused, indecisive, and 
unintelligible arrangements, of a mihtary nature, 
never appeared. 

" No probable point of attack was signified, and 
the only principle of defence appeared to be com- 
prised in one sentence, "Every man for himself, 
and God for us all." Lord Clare appeared to be 
the most busy and active, as far as his tongue 
extended. Confidence and bravery were recom- 
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mended in all quarters; but a very serious uneasi- 
ness was perceptible throughout the metropolis: 
his Lordship's activity was confined to the cooncil 
chamber, and to the upper court of the Castle. 

" As night approached, orders were given that 
the yeomen, cavalry and infantry, should occupy 
Smithfield, which was at length considered as 
the probable point of attack from Santry, where 
the peasantry were reported to have collected in 
the greatest numbers. The yeomen, among whom 
were nearly 800 attorneys, horse and foot, turned 
out : their infantry was effective, and their cavalry 
excellent. The gr&dations of their discipline and 
enthusiasm were, however, extremely amusing : 
those who had imbibed their full quantum of 
generous fluids, were the most fierce and enthusi- 
astic ; others, who had dined on substantial matters, 
were as steady as posts. But those who had been 
paraded before dinner, after standing under arms 
for some hours, could endure it no longer, and a 
forced loan of cheese, tongues, and bottled porter, 
from a Mr. Murray, of Great George's-street, was 
unanimously decided upon, and immediately car- 
ried into executum. The barristers, commanded 
by Captain Saurin, were, from their position, likely 
to sustain the first onset of the pikemen ; and as 
night closed, such a scene of military array never 
was, and probably never will be witnessed. Smith- 
field is a long and very wide street, open at both 
ends, one of which is terminated by the quays and 
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river: it is intersected by narrow streets, and 
formed altogether one of the most disagreeable 
positions in which an immense body of demi-dis- 
cipliuod men and horses ever were stationed in 
solid mass, without any other order than ' jf yov, 
are attacked, d^end yourselves to the last extre- 
mity.' 

" The cavalry and infantry were, in some places, 
so compactly interwoven, that a dragoon could not 
wield his sword without cutting down a foot sol- 
dier, nor a foot soldier discharge his musket without 
knocking down a trooper. The cavalry bemg ele- 
vated, could breathe freely in the crowd: but the 
infantry could scarely avoid suffocation. A few 
hundred insurgents, with long pikes, coming on 
rapidly in the dark, might, without difficulty, have 
assailed the yeomen at once from five different 
points. The barristers' and attorneys' corps oc- 
cupied three of those points. So much for General 
Craig's tactics. 

" The danger was considered imminent — the 
defence impracticable ; yet there was a cheerful, 
thoughtless jocularity, with which the English 
nation, under grave circumstances, are totally 
unacquainted ; and plain matter of-fact men can 
scarcely conceive that renovating levity which 
carries an Irish heart buoyantly over every wave, 
which would swamp, or at least water-log, their 
more steady fellow-subjects. All the barristers, 
attorneys, merchants, bankers, revenue-officers, 
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shop-keepers, students of the Univerdty, doctors, 
apothecaries, and corporators, of an immense me- 
tropolis, in red coats, with a sprinkling of parsons, 
all doubled up together, awaiting in profound 
darkness (not with impatience) for invisible execu- 
tioners to dispatch them withoat mercy, was not 
(abstractedly) a situation to engender much hila- 
rity. Scouts now and then came, only to report 
their ignorance — a running buzz occasionally went 
round, that the videts were driven in — and the re- 
ports of distant musketry, like a twitch of electri- 
city, gave a slight hut perceptible movement to 
mens' muscles. A few (faintiy heard) shots on 
the north side, also, seemed -to announce that the 
van-guard of the Santry men was approaching. 
In the mean time, no further orders came from 
the Genera] — and if there had, no orders could 
have been obeyed. It appeared at break of day, 
that both the Santry and the Rathfamham men 
had adjourned their main assault till some other 
opportunity . 

" The different corps now got more regular — 
the bands struck up " God save the King," — the 
danger of the night, in all its ramifications, reoc- 
cupied the tongue of every soldier in Smithfield ; 
and at length an order came firom General Craig, 
(Lord Roden being victorious in a skirmish,) to 
dismiss the troops, and to parade again in the 
evening. Never was an order obeyed with more 
alacrity — and never did insurgents lose a mors 
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favourable opportunity of covering a field of battle 
with more distinguished carcases. 

" The insurgents on the south intended to take 
the Castle by surprise, whilst the Santry men 
assailed the barracks ; but their plan was discoii' 
certed by Lord Roden, at the head of his dragoons, 
(called the fox-hunters, from their noble horses.) 
His Lordship marched rapidly upon them, and 
surprised the few who had collected ; and being 
supported by a small number of light infantry, the 
attack completely succeeded. A few were sabred, 
and a few made prisoners ; but the body dispersed 
■with little resistance. Lord Roden received a ball 
in his helmet, but was only bruised ; and some 
dragoons were wounded. The other County of 
Dublin men retreated to join the Kildare men; 
the southerns marched to unite themselves with 
those of Wicklow. Their plan had been excellent. 
Had they acted steadily on it, success was not im- 
probable. However, the metropolis, for some time, 
had no further dread of molestation. 

" A new, disgusting, and horrid scene, was next 
morning publicly exhibited ; after which, military 
executions commenced, and continued with nn- 
abadng activity. Some dead bodies of insurgents, 
sabred the night before by Lord Roden's dragoons, 
were l>rought in a cart to Dublin, with some pri- 
soners tied together. The carcases were stretched 
out in the Castle-yard, where the Viceroy then 
resided, and in full view of the Secretary's win- 
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dows : they lay op the pavsment, as tropbies of the 
first skirmish, during a hot day, cut and gashed in 
every part, covered with clotted blood and dust — 
the most frightful spectacle which ever disgraced 
a royal residence, save the aeraglio. After several 
hoars' exposure, some appearance of life was per- 
ceived in one of the mutilated carcases. The man 
had been stabbed and gashed in various parts : his 
body was removed into the guard-room, and means 
were taken to restore animation ; the efforts suc- 
ceeded ; he entirely recovered, and was pardoned 
by Lord Camden. He was an extraordinarily fine 
young man, above six feet high, the son of a Mr. 
Keough, an opulent landholder of Rathfamham: 
he did not, however, change bis principles, and 
was ultimately sent out of the country. 

" That morning, the yeomanry corps were called 
upon to attend the execution of Lord Roden's 
prisoners, who were ordered to be banged horn the 
lamp-irons, or on the bridges. It was a service 
the respectable corps declined — several, however, 
went individually as spectators. The first victim 
to that arbitrary and ill-jndged execution, was a 
Mr. Ledwitch of Rathfamam, the brother of a 
Catholic clergyman. 

" Others were executed at the same time ; some 
of the lamp-lighters also paid with their lives for 
their former night's omiraion, and blood began to 
flow with but little mercy. Bacon (a major of the 
old Volunteers,) was caught in a female garb, 
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endeavonriDg to qnit the city ; and under a general 
order, forthwith, to esecate all persons found in 
disguise, he was led to Carlisle bridge, and hanged 
from the scaffolding. These species of executions 
became common, and habit soon reconciled men to 
nhat was not only disgusting, but horrible. 

" Martial law was now proclaimed, and the 
courts of justice closed, except on civil subjects. 
The barristers pleaded in their aniform, with their 
side-arms. One of the judges (Boron Medge) 
appeared on the bench in the same uniform — the 
names of the inmates in every house were pasted 
on every door. Fabricated reports of massacres 
and poisonings were daily propagated — the city 
assumed altogether the appearance of one monstrous 
barrack, or slaughter-house,"* 

The opening of the Rebellion in all its horrifying 
shapes devolved upon the county of Xildare, more 
from chance than design. As it has been already 
mentioned, there was an exemption for that county 
not to take the field, so soon as the other counties 
and cities of the kingdom, in consequence of the 
Commander-in-chief, Lord E., and of many others, 
who had been elected by their respective baronies, 
to command in the United army. Mick Reynolds 
of Johnstown, seeing that the Cork and Limerick 
mails were proceeding as usual upon their route, 
commanded some of his men who bad been brought 
tt^ether, and ready to act under himself, to stop 
* Sir Jonmh Barrington, cap. xxiii. 
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and burn the coaches, which the Dublin people, 
he said, ought to have done. This sudden and 
rash attempt of one of the most avful enterprises 
that could be undertaken, threw, at once, the onus 
of beginning, upon the shoulders of the County of 
Eildare. This was glorious news for the Prime 
Minister, Mr, Pitt, who, when the news of the insur- 
rectionary movement at Naas arrived, exultingly 
cried oat, "the Union is mine." No artifice that 
could be devised by the most wily of men, which 
was not resorted to, in order to accomplish his 
darling object — the Union. 

Reynolds of Johnstown acted solely from himself: 
the Maynooth and Ratbco^ men, under the 
command of Ware and Luby, were prudently kept 
back by their leaders from assembling at the time 
the men of Johnstown and Naas began. About 
the dawning of the day, next morning, Reynolds 
marched with his force to the attack of Naas. This 
town was garrisoned by a considerable number of 
troops, and some corps of yeomanry, both horse 
and foot. The insui^ents proceeded farther into 
the town tlian where the old gaol is standing : here 
they were met by a heavy fire from a part of the 
army, who were already under arms, as the attack 
had been anticipated from the burning of the coaches 
and the convulsed state of the surrounding districts. 
It was reluctantly acknowledged by some officers 
of the army, that the issue of the battle was ex- 
tremely doubtful for at least twenty minutes. 
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However, the incessant and well directed fire from 
the ranks of the army, threw the countrymen, at 
length, into disorder: they soon commenced a 
retreat, and though Reynolds stood firmly to 
harangue his ranks and exhort them not to fly, the 
panic of his undisciplined force was too strong to 
be allayed : they all, except a few of hia captains,* 
began to run with precipitation, and the disorder 
became irremediable. At length their commander, 
Reynolds, and the few who appeared bravest in 
the attack, sought safety also by flight ; be escaped 
for the present-t The day following, John Andoe, 
one of the bravest amongst his officers, was brought 
into Naas, and banged. He was the son of a 
widow, and a very respectable landholder. 

On the same day that the insurrection broke 
out at Naas, numerous assemblages took place in 

* The two Murphys, brothers, aod John Aodoe, fongbt like 
lions by the side of Bejnolds. 

t Mick Bejnolds, after his defeat at Naas, retreated with a 
few of hia men to the Wichlow roountmna, where he joined a 
small hodj of insurgents. Their niunbera were not eqoftl to 
the attack of any town, until uded by some of the Wexford 
men. They proceeded then to make an attempt ou Hftcketa- 
town, where Mick Boynolda displayed the same heroic bravery 
aa he had evinced in hia attack upon Naas : he volouteered to 
bum the barracks, and had himselfoovered with a feather-bed; 
while mounting by a ladder for that occasion, he received a 
wound in the belly, which diaabled him. The attempt was 
then giren up. After thia, Reynolds did not live many days ; 
he died of the wound, and was deeply regretted by the oom- 
paoious oF his misfortunes and snSering. 
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various other parts of the County of Kildare, and 
several battles were fought, in some of which the 
insurgeats were victorious, and in others some re- 
pulses, with the loss of many lives, were sustained. 
The rising throughout the county, except in the 
districts where Luby and Ware had been nomi- 
nated to command (as haa been already noticed,) 
was simultaneous and ardent. The people all 
around Prosperous," were roused into resistance 
by the tyrannical sway of Captain Swayne, who, 
with his North Corks, plundered and almost laid 
waste the entire district over which bis authority 
extended. The pitcb-cap was frequently applied 
during the free quarters, several cabins and farm- 
houses were burned ; and the Catholic chapel, out 
of which the poor woman in charge of it, was 
scarcely allowed time to rescue the vestments tVom 
the flames, was likewise consumed. On the night 
of the 83d of May, Captain Farrel, the insurgent 
leader, and one, like Mick Reynolds of Johnstown, 
Naas, remarkable for his intrepidity, collected all 
the forces he could muster, and among the rest, 
called upon Dr. Esmond, who lived near Sallins, 
to aid the people in their intended attack upon 
their nnrelentiug oppressors, Captain Swayne and 

* ProsperoDB is a small town, or nrtker ft tbkklj inhaUtod 
viUa^, luring about eight miles North-west of Naas ; its popu- 
lation consisted obiefl^r of neavers ; the cotton manufactart 
carried on in It, haa not nicceeded, and it is said to be rapidlj 
decliniiig. 
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his meD. With the dawning of the morning, the 
•vtea marched to attack the military in their bar- 
rack : here they met a warm and determined re- 
aistance ft-om the soldiery within ; hat nothing was 
ahle to deter them from their purpose, and animated 
by their spirited leader Captain Farrel, and en- 
couraged by the presence of Dr. Esmond among 
them , they kept close to the walls, and thus became 
less exposed to the musketry from within. Fire 
being now the only means to overcome the garrison 
inside, theinsurgents began, first by setting thedoors 
on fire, and by throwing foggots of irirze and straw to 
strengthen the conflagration : the fire and the smoke 
so deterred the garrison inside, that they cried out 
for quarter: no entreaties could mollify the en- 
raged assailants: they vowed the destruction of 
Captain Swayne and his soldiery, and in a few 
minutes saw them perish in the flames. 

The system of retaliation prevailed, the whole of 
that disastrous year, to such an extent, that men's 
mouths were filled with praises for the fiite of the 
military stationed at Prosperous, and would declare 
even to this day, (some of the old men and women of 
the district,) " that Swayne met the judgment of 
Heaven, and that as he burned the chapel, so the 
burning of himself and his party were the conse- 
quence of what he had inflicted upon the people. 
" Decipit exemplar vitiis imitabiie." The example 
of vice leads others also astray. 

The people of Prosperous having gwned their 
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ends, by the destraction of the military and their 
barrack, dispersed to their several homes ; and 
Dr. Esmond, after refreshing himself and changing 
clothes, proceeded to join his corps, which was 
called the Sallins yeomen cavalry, commanded by 
Captain Griffith. This corps being called into 
Naas, to assist the garrison of that town, the pre- 
ceding night, he was proceeding thither, in com- 
pany with Montgomery of Oldtown Mills, and his 
captain. Another yeoman, named Hickey, being 
likewise in company, took an opportunity of ad- 
vising Dr. Esmond to shoot one, and that he would 
shoot the other. This proposal, however, did not 
meet the approval of Lieut. Esmond (he bemg also 
an officer in the Sallins corps,) and thus they all 
four proceeded to Naas. Immediately on their 
arrival. Dr. Esmond was ordered by Griffith to 
dismount, and was put under arrest: his very 
horse was put within the walls of the gaol, and 
himself sent on to Dublin under a strong guard. 
Previously to their setting out with the prisoner, 
he was put under a summary trial by court-mar- 
tial, and found guilty of having sanctioned, by his 
presence, the attack upon Prosperous: his prose- 
cutor was a man named Phil. Mite, and the testi- 
mony being admitted as true, he was hurried off 
to the city, to be disposed of by the Qovemment 
The Protestant clergym^ of Naas proceeded in- 
stantly to Dublin, to interfere on the behalf of Dr. 
Esmond, and to prove that the testimony of Mite 
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was not to be believed ; but Moatgomery, the 
miller, proved the contrary, and thus influenced 
the authorities to have him put to death. This 
was speedily carried into effect, in the most igno- 
minious manner. 

The sentence being irrevocably fixed, that he 
should die, he was placed upon a cart, under a 
strong guard, and to add to the punishment of 
death, the military uniform which he wore in the 
yeomanry, was turned inside out, and with the 
ignominious display of guilt and treason, this most 
respectable gentleman was conducted to Carlisle- 
bridge, and banged from a scaffoldmg erected upon 
it. When life was extinct, his corpse was carried 
back upon the same cart, and brought to the Koyal 
barracks, where his remains w6re buried in a heap 
of dung in the barrack-yard. Such was the me- 
lancholy fate of one of the most respectable gen- 
tlemen of the county Kildare ; he was father to the 
present Sir Thomas Esmond, and of the Very Rev. 
Mr. Esmond, of the order of Jesuits. No man 
who suffered in '98, was more universally esteemed : 
he lived and moved in the first style, and among 
the first classes in society ; his death and sufferings 
will never be forgotten in the county of Kildare, 
and his name will live, and be revered by his 
countrymen, till time will be no more. 

Another estimable gentleman, named Walsb, 
was sa;rificed at Naas, to the manes of Captain 
Swayne : his sorrowful and sad end are thus faith- 
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fnlly given. The same night that the iasarrection 
broke out at Naas and Prosperous, a similar move- 
ment of the people prevailed to the very borders of 
the Queen's County, a distance of at least 20 miles, 
and embraced within its range, the entire country, 
irom beyond Ratbangan, where it is bordered by 
the King's County, to the counties of Carlow and 
Wicklow, in a northern and southern direction. 
It was the fate of Patrick WalsB to have been sus- 
pected, the early part of the preceding winter, of 
being deeply disaffected to the Government: he 
was also said to have been an emissary from the . 
United societies in Dublin, to various parts of the 
kingdom, in order to prc^agate the system of the 
United men. Walsh was, in early life, a very 
respectable landholder, in the neighbourhood of 
Narramore or MuUaraast. He proceeded from 
Dublin on 22d May '98, in order to raise the 
people of these partx. A rising was effected, and 
a bat^e fought in that district on the 24th of May ; 
it was called the battle of the Sog-road ; the coun- 
trymen profited themselves of the opportunity of 
having met a baggage of wool-packs, proceeding 
from Cork to Dublin, and having already com- 
menced their attack upon some soldiers who bad 
been living at tree quarters in the same neighbour- 
hood, a running fight was kept up between tbe 
soldiery and the insurgents : the latter were en- 
abled, by this fortuitous bulwark, to repel the 
pursuing soldiers ; who then retreated to the court- 
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house of Narramore, and to the fine mansion ol' 
Colonel Keating.* There was a small party of 
yeomen infantry, who were aided by a few militia- 
men, defeated at Sheckleton's Mill, Ballitore, and 
their Lieutenant, Richard Yeates of Moon, having 
lallen into the hands of the people, was mercilessly 
put to death by Captain Murphy : his ^1 was the 
more deplorable, because he cried out, to spare 
him, and that he would join his countrymen. From 
his having been a school-fellow of, and known to 
the author, he has cause to say, that the inoffen- 
sive, modest, and gentlemanly habits of Richard 
Yeates, have raised in him a sincere regret for his 
unfortunate and untimely end. 

At these engagements, viz. the battles of the 
Bog-road and Sheckleton's Mill, it happened that 
Walsh had been present, who, either from a diffi- 
dence for the success of the cause, or a motive of 
personal safety, determined upon getting back to 
Dublin, by by-vrays, and unirequented roads. 
After crossing the river LiEfey at Agarven-ford, 
he proceeded to within about five miles of Naas, 
where, turning into a field of com, he discovered 
a sand-pit, into which he descended, hoping to 
escape any scouts of the soldiery who might be 

* This p&triotio landlord was persecuted with free-qnarterB 
about the same time that the Ath; people were Buffeiing: bis 
steward was banged at Athj, a few weeks after the rebellion 
had broken oat. He was arrested bjr Rawson's corpg of yeo- 
men iufantry. 
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scattered, and on the look-out for detached parties 
of men. Some of the Suffolk Fencibles were 
passing through an adjoining Beld, and perceiving 
a man going, as if for concealment, into the pit, 
they found Walsh lying and slumbering in it : the 
Suffolks instantly secured him, and marched him 
prisoner to Naas, where (to make short work of it) 
they got a woman, whom Captain Swayne kept with 
him at Prosperous, to swear that she could identify 
him as one of those who murdered and burned her 
master and his soldiers. In swearing away the 
life of the prisoner, her motive was a revengeful 
thirst for blood, and to have some one put to death 
for the murder and burning of her master, Swayne. 

The execution of Walsh was accompanied with 
a degree of unparalleled ferocity. After half 
hanging him, he was taken down, his body cut 
open, his heart taken out, and a part of it eaten 
by three of the Suffolk Fencibles : his remains were 
then burned into ashes, and the part of the heart 
which the Soffolks had not devoured, was put upon 
a pole, which the Waterford militia, who succeeded 
the Suffolks at Naas, took down. 

The battle of Old Kilcullen was one of the most 
intrepid and obstinately fought engagements which 
occnrred through the whole of '98. Capt. Erskine, 
who had been quartered, together with his men, 
upon Thomas Fitzgerald of Geraldine, as has been 
already mentioned, was returning from Dublin ou 
the night of the 23d of May, and passing through 
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Ballymore-EoBtace, he found to his surprise, that 
the people of that town bad riaea, and defeated a 
small military force that had been living at free- 
quarters : the few that escaped from the pike of 
the insuTgenta, made their retreat to Naas, which 
was garrisoned by a great force of regular troops, 
the night on which M. Reynolds mode his attack 
on that town. Captain Erskine, as it was said, by 
those who saw him when he arrived at Geraldine, 
the place of hia frBe-quarters, cried out ragingly 
to bis dragoons, that neither himself nor bis men 
would breakfast, until they should breakfast upon 
the croppies of Ballymore. In effect the determi- 
nation of this officer was to cut and hew down all 
before bim, and the opportunity soon presented 
itself to him. Old Kilcullen lies about nine miles 
east of Geraldine, through which he had to march 
for Ballymore- Eustace ; and assoon as be had reach- 
ed the fair-green, adjoining to which stood an old 
church, he saw some men collecting around its 
walls. The situation of the place being consider- 
ably elevated, was unfavourable for the cavalry to 
act. The insnif^nts were tumed with pikes ; and 
perceiving these troopers, headed by their oliicer, 
in fait gallop, apparently with a view to cut tbem 
down, tbey boldly stood by one anoUier, and 
received the charge with their pikes extended. 
Advancing after this, they met Erskine in bi» 
second chai^, and applied the pike so vigorously, 
that (altbongh their numbers did not exceed thefr 
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assailants) their victory was complete. Captain 
Erskine fell into a lougb or pool of water, where 
he fought upon bis back, cutting at the pike-man's 
weapon fastened in his body, until he expired. 
General Dundas, who commanded the district, was 
looking on, and acknowledged that he never saw 
a better fought battle in all his campaigns. One 
sergeant and four men only escaped out of the 
entire troop of Captain Erskine's Buff Dragoons. 

Alter this signal and complete victory gained over 
the BuS&, the KilcuUen men, being joined by their 
neighbour on all sides, proceeded against Kilcullen 
Bridge, which is about one English mile and a half 
firom where the above battle had been fought. The 
military who were quartered in the town, having 
learned the fate of the dragoons and their officer, 
prepared themselves for the battle of the Bridge, 
which they saw must inevitably take place with 
men just flushed with victory. Oeneral Dundas 
having his head-quarters in Castlemartin House, 
and being quite contiguous, was roused by what he 
hadjust witnessed ;hegave his orders so judiciously, 
that the insurgents met a complete and disastrous 
repulse in their attack upon Kilcullen Bridge. 
They retreated over the Liffey, by the ford of 
Agarvin, and were pursued by Latouche's corps of 
yeoman cavalry, who cut down numbers of them in 
their flight. The people now saw that they must 
act with more circumspection, and keep together ; 
and aa notbii^ appeared to iavonr a second attempt 
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upon the toim, they turned their thoughts seriously 
to form a camp upon the hill of Enockallen, which 
IB in the immediate neighbourhood of KilcuUen, 
and very near to where the battle had been fought 
and gained over the Bnff Dragoons. This hill is 
of such a height, that cavalry conld not easily act 
against a body of people npon it; but it could not 
be considered tenable, on acconntof the easy access 
on all sides for an army to co-operaie, first by 
throwing shells, and infantry to ascend difiereot 
parts of the hill at the same time. 

This encampment of the United men had been 
scarcely commenced, when overtures were made to 
General Dnndas, by advice of Rev. Mr. Andoe, P.P. 
that they would surrender their arms, if protection 
would be conceded, and secured to them for the 
future. This communication was made on Sunday 
the 27th of May, by means and interference of 
Captain Annesley of Ballysax. A letter was 
received from General Dundas, in reply to the letter 
from the insurgents ; their demands were increased 
in a second letter to General Dundas, on receipt 
of his first reply, and these were as follows : that 
they would give up their arms and disperse, if an 
entire stop were pnt to burning, free-quarters, 
flogging, and arrests, provided also, that the pro- 
perty carried away from individuals, should be 
restored. 

General Dundas, in bis second letter, consented 
to grant every thing that was asked, and the day 
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following, Whit-monday, was named for that ex- 
pregs purpose. 

All the particulars accompanyiDg the peace and 
surrender upon Knockallen will be immediately 
introduced, after giving a brief detwl of the rising 
and march of the Athy men, when preparing to 
attack that town. The spirit of the people, in the 
western part of the county of Kildare, being ronsed 
into action, by a eimilar principle aa the men of 
Naas, Prosperous, KilcuUen, Rathangan, Kildare, 
and Monasterevan, the battles of which have been 
and will be all distinctly given, the preparations 
for an attack upon Athy are brought before the 
reader, that he may see why the western part of 
the barony of Narragb and Rbeban, had not come 
to battle, in this general rising of their county. 

On the 23d of May, the day named for the whole 
kingdom to rise en maase, the captains who had 
been appointed to command the United army of 
Western Narragh and Rheban, received regular 
orders to assemble their men in three distinct 
bodies. One was to have attacked the town on 
the Oeraldine side, another to march from Cloney 
and Kilberry, and the third to make their attack 
upon the Queen's County side. This last named 
party mustered the strongest, and when collected 
on Sitverbill, an isolated eminence on the lands of 
Kilcoo, were found to amount to 600 men, well 
armed with pikes, and many muskets, &c. Their 
commander had previously sent a dispatch to the 
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colliers, to march to their aid, in their intended 
attack upon Athy. It was confidentlj' espected, 
that the men of th? Colliery woald gladly proceed 
to assist the County Kildare men, and thus united, 
would make a numerous force, and a formidable 
body of insurgents. 

The day began to dawn, when it was considered 
prudent by their commander, not to hazard the 
lives of bis men, without the reinforcement which 
he expected from the collieries; and having re- 
ceived no commanication whatsoever from them, 
he gave orders for all to repair to their homes, 
and to meet bim the following evening, at the wood 
of Brackney, near the demesne of Judge Kelly. 

The Athy men, true to themselves and to their 
leader, mustered now a second time, with an equal 
force as the preceding night, and it was then de- 
termined, to proceed into the heart of the Collieries, 
where incalcalable numbers (it was supposed) 
could be raised inatanter, as soon as the County 
Kildare men, irom Athy and the surrounding dis- 
tricts, would appear among them. 

The Athy men, without delay, began to march 
at about four o'clock, p.m. May 34. They pro- 
ceeded fearless of either yeomen or army, as they 
marched along ; the village of Ballintubrett (it 
was proposed by the men) should be sacked and 
burned, as several Protestant fiimilies were the sole 
inhabitants. This would not be consented to by 
their leader, and the village thus escaped destruc- 
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tion: a prisoner was taken from the house of 
Robert White, Southfield, and bis life wae likewise 
saved, the day following, when it was proposed to 
pike him, lest he might become informer against 
the Atby insurgents. 

After a long and fatiguing march of aboat 13 
miles, through the most populous districts of the 
Collieries, the Athy men learned with regret, that 
the people on whom they ardently calculated for 
their aid and co-operation, would not stir from 
theu- pits, in consequence of the slaughter of the 
people, in their attempts at taking the town of 
Carlow; and a defeat which the men of Sleaty, 
aided by a portion of the colliers, experienced 
from Capt. Whitty and his corps of yeomen, on 
Thursday, 24th May. The terror caused by these 
two sanguinary disasters, so destructive to numbers 
of brave men, might tend to palliate the apathy 
which was discoverable in various districts of the 
Colliery, at this trying and perilous moment of 
being summoned to fight their country's battle, 
(which was emphatically termed by the late Captuu 
Burgh, father to Lord Downes,- " a justifiable re* 
fflslance to oppresBion.") Were it not, that the 
colliers, so formidable in numbers, but deficient in 
nerve and patriotism, actually plundered, soon 
afterwards, the Wexford insurgents, immediately 
after the battle of Castlecomer, of a quantity of 
arms, ammunition, some fine horses, and other 
booty ; while they lay stretched upon the ground. 
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overcome with hardship and want of sleep. Several 
woonded men too, among those heroes from 
Wexford, could meet none among the colliers, who 
woald admit or shelter them. 

The Athy men continued firmly together, upon 
B small mountain, adjoining to where O'Kelly's 
Castle once stood, for an entire day, still thinking, 
that numbers would flock to them, and swell their 
raoks. It was at length decided upon, to return 
to their own county, where the rebellion raged, and 
in some parts of it with success. 

On the night following, which was the eve of 
Whit-Monday, I proceeded , accompanied only by a 
servant, to the neighbourhood of Kilcullen, where - 
I was informed that overtures for peace, and a 
general protection, had been interchanged between 
the people, in camp upon Knockalieo, and Generals 
Lake and Dundas. This news was not a little 
cheering, when it was seen, by the tragical news 
^om Carlow, and the unaccountable stupor which 
pervaded the Collieries, that the efforts of Kildare 
county alone, must eventually terminate in the 
destruction of numbers of its brave and dauntless 
peasantry. About the rising of the sun, on Whit< 
Monday, I arrived among the united Irishmen in 
camp upon KnockaUen, where I was closely 
questioned, what the Athy men were doing, while 
they and other parts of the coqnty were bravely 
fighting the battles of their cotmtry. 

These questions were easily replied to : I told 
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their leaders in camp, and for them to commnnicate 
it to their ranks, that no part of the county of 
Kildare, nor perhaps in the kingdom, had heen so 
severely dealt with, by Government, as Athy, and 
all the surrounding country : that Armagh itself 
could not boast of her Orangemen to be more 
loyal, vindictive, and cruel than the corps of 
Thomas James Rawson : I instanced at the same 
time, some awful murders perpetrated in and about 
Ballitore. These excesses coming in such quick 
succession afterthe iree quarters, biiming,flogging, 
and the pitch cap, that no part could be named, 
which was suffering more. Why the people in the 
west of the county had fought no battles, nor made 
any attack upon Athy, arose £i:om the sapineness 
and dastardly conduct of the colliers. The very 
Government were in this national struggle alarmed, 
from their numbers : on the camp it was known 
also, that the Athy men marched into the heart of 
the Collieries, to rouse the people there to act with 
them, in their intended attack upon that town. 

All these assurances were believed, and it was 
unanimously agreed that I should conduct the 
surrender upon the hill, and obtain {leace upon the 
best terms ^at could be got, if those that had been 
proposed the previous day, between General Dundas 
and the insui^ients encamped upon Knockallen, 
would not be granted. 

No situation in which man could be placed was 
more perilous, or more responsibility attached to 
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it, than that, to which I was appointed by the 
officers of these 6,000 peraons assembled together. 
Fnl] of ardour for Uie cause of the people, I 
fearlessly went forward, accompanied only by two 
Captains, Patrick and John Finerty of Kilrush, 
who were tenants to Lord Edward Fitzgerald. 
Captain Annesley of Ballysax-house, the Rev. Mr. 
Andoe, P.P., and Captain Thomas Kelly of the 
Curragh,rode with us to Castlemartin Avenue, the 
place appointed by Generals Lake and Dundas, 
the day before, for the meeting. On our arrival 
in the avenue, the generals were already there, and 
addressed themselves to as, having first made a 
very respectful salute, by uncovering their heads, 
which respectful deference was reciprocal, by our 
acting as they had done. Geaeral Lake, whose 
countenance would induce us to consider him a 
kind and merciful pacificator, first commenced the 
conference by observing, that the crimes committed 
by the people of this county were many and enor- 
mous, but that as terms for a peace between them 
and the Qovemment, had been offered iiret by 
themselves, he hoped thatwe would accedeatonce, 
to what he was now going to propose. Imme- 
diately I answered by saying. General Dundas has 
committed the terms to writing, in two letters from 
him to the people on the bill ; these have been 
read in presence of all the officers in camp, and 1 
have come, accompanied by two of them, to arrange 
every matter mentioned in the General's letters to 
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the people, who have been forced to rise in arms to 
protect themselvea and their country from total 
destruction. General Lake interrupted me, and 
said, that more was promised than would be given. 
General Dundas observed at the same moment, 
that the Commander-in-chief, meaning General 
Lake, would not, after they bad conferred together, 
give nor sanction any other terms, than to receive 
their arms and give protections. General Lake, 
says he, wishes to see your men all here in this 
avenue ; and we are sore, that you cannot seek for, 
nor expect any terms from us, but such as are 
now offered, by the Commander-in-Chief. Deter- 
mined now to speak in turn, and address the generals 
on the part of the people, who confided their cause 
to me, I assured them, thattheywooMnot descend 
from where they were encamped, nor give up their 
arms, if a total stop were not put to free-quarters ; 
no more arrests lo_ be made ; and the people to 
receive protections, against all military outrage for 
the fiiture. 

General Lake was now apparently embarrassed 
by this determined tone on our part, whereas I 
repeated it, that the insurgents would not make 
the surrender required in any other place than 
upon the hill, and therefore, that as the people 
committed the arrangement of the terms to me, 
accompanied as I have been by two of the ofScers 
belonging to the camp, I shall undertake that the 
arms will be given up upon the hill, and in no other 
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place. Both generals then asked me, if I held any 
command over their camp : 1 ingenuously replied, 
that the people, with theconcurrenceof their officers, 
nominated me a Colonel of their army, in order 
that the Generals might consider me an efficient 
delegate from the camp. 

At length, General Dundae, wielding his sword, 
said," I shall tfike your surrender on the hill." 
This was highly pleasing to us, whereas, the 
Commander-in-Chief of his Majesty's forces in 
Ireland appeared irreconcilable to any thing less 
than a surrender in the avenue of Castlemartin, 
which suprised us the more, why General Dundas 
would consent to my terms, in opposition to General 
Lake. I have irequently (in contemplating the 
vicissitudes of human affairs,) looked upon myself 
as a very humble instrument in the bands of 
Omnipotence, to bring about, with steady and in- 
flexible firmness, to the interest of the United body 
on the hill, the peaceful surrender upon Knock- 
alien : the more particularly, as the day following 
was marked with one of the bloodiest and most 
awful tragedies, as will be seen by and by, that 
ever disgraced theimnala of Irish history. But to 
proceed with our surrender on the hill. 

General Dundas, attended by two dragoons, and 
I, accompanied by the two Captains Finerty of 
Kilrush, rode together to the camp, where we were 
instantly surrounded by a multitude of officers and 
men, to enquire the news of our treaty with 
a 2 
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Oenerals Lake and Dundas. In the bearing -and 
presence of the latter, I informed them, that a 
surrender of their arms was agreed to, on my part, 
in their behalf, but that I felicitated them, we had 
not to leave the hill, till peace and protection, for 
their lives and properties, would be assured to them 
by the mouth of General Dundaa himself, whom 
they now saw amongst them ; that he reposed a 
lively confidence in the honour of the people here 
to-day, and, that, as he has come, ^his oum accord, 
to receive the surrender of your arms where you 
are now assembled, you will give them up to bim, 
and place all confidence in his words, that no military 
annoyance of any kind shall be renewed, or carried 
onagain8tthepeople,byanyofhis Majesty's troop. 
The General then explained himself satisfactorily 
and fully on this bead, and at that moment each 
man having any weapon began to throw it into cue 
promiscuous heap. The pikes and arms of every 
description being given up, the heap could be com- 
pared in size, to the Royal Exchange. The arms, 
after the people had departed and dispersed, were 
brought by orders of the General to Castlemartin- 
houee, about an English mile distant from the bill ; 
and thus ended the surrender upon Knockallen. 

I must now beg the peculiar attention of every 
reader and of every party, to what is here related on 
the subject of Knockallen. At the time and 
throughout the whole day on which the surrender 
was carried into effect, there were three regiments 
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of iofiutiy, with four pecea of cannOD, lying within 
one mile of Castlemartin-avenue, and so enveloped 
within high and winding banka of the river LiSey, 
that they conid not be seen, nor supposed to be 
secreted for any purpose against the people.* 
Captain KeUy, of the Curragb, who was a magis- 
trate, told a very near friend, soon after the Rebel- 
lion had subsided, "that General Lake intended to 
draw these troops upon the insurgents, if they had 
had the misfortune to go dowti to the avenue of 
Castlemartin for the purpose of surrendering." 
" Sen dolus an virtus quls in hoste requirat." 
" Who among the foe would enquire, whether 
stratagem or valour might succeed?" 

Such was the complexion of the times, that no 
treaty between a superior officer, commanding the 
kill's forces, and a body of insurgents, could be 
considered binding : and if General Lake had pre- 
vailed with those deputed to meet him, to descend 
into the plain, or rather a hedged-in field, such as 
CastlemartiQ-avenue bad been, the opportunity 
might be converted into what was said to have been 
bis intention. Mr. Latouche of Harristown, was 
present at the interview between the deputies from 

* The utlior saw them inarch th« followiDg morning, at 
four o'clook, A.M. OD the road leading to Calrerstoira ; the 
game Boldierjr shot a man named L. Doyle, while on their march 
the same day. While in the act of raising his head oat of a 
cave, in which ha stroTS to conceal himseir, thia foul and 
horrifjing deed was perpetrated. 



Coi«l. 



80 HISTOBY OF 

the camp and the Generals. He could, if enquiriea 
on that head were made, verify, how perseveHngly 
General Lake insisted, that the surrender abould 
be made in no other place than the arenue. 

We now fall into one of the most distressing 
scenes that has ever &Uea to the lot or duty of an 
historian to record. On Tuesday, May 29, '98, 
Major General Sir James Duff, arrived early in 
the morning, in the town of Xildare : he had been 
ordered to hasten from Limerick, where he had 
been stationed, and to join the troops quartered 
over the county, and engaged in quelling the insur- 
rection that had broken out. The news had gone 
forth, that the Kilcullen men, and the entire body 
who had been in camp upon Knockallen, wore par- 
doned for their past deeds, and that General 
Dundas, who was the peacemaker, would secure 
the people against every outrage hereafter, from 
his having given protection to some of the officers* 
who had been appointed to a high command in the 
United army. Under all these curcumstances, the 
people of Eildare hoped that General Duff would 
act in a similar way as General Dundas had done, 

* According to appointment between Oeoeral Dnndu and 
me, when the surrender of the arms was going; forward, I 
waited upon bim the da; following, in order to obtain a pro- 
tection. He observed and said, " Yon are a lerj aensibla jonng 
man i go home to ;our own dietrict, keep tlie collieri quiet, and 
if the; do Dot, we will smotber them in thur pita." He then 
handed me a very honourable protection. The mention of tbii 
nill appear agun in No. 9. 
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and knowing that terms and a treaty of surrender 
vas to be sought on their part, Cooper of Bally- 
manoy advised them to proceed to the Rath of the 
Curragh, and that he himself would uodertake to 
influence General Duff to take their surrender there. 

This was a fetal advice which Cooper gave to 
the people of Kildare. Garry, who had been the 
appointed captain of that town and district, and 
high in the confidence of Lord EHward, deserted 
his post on the arrival of General Duff, and left 
the people who had confided in him, to their sad 
and awful catastrophe, as we shall presently per- 
ceive. The credulous multitude, believing that 
Cooper would not deceive nor lead them astray, 
took bis counsel, and proceeded to the Bath of the 
Curragh. 

Major-General Sir James Duff remained in Kil- 
dare, with the troops destined for the bloody 
tragedy, until he would receive from Cooper (who 
planned the destruction of those people,) the ac- 
count that they were collected, and assailable on 
every side. No spot could have been chosen, in 
which the slaughter of so many men might be 
so easily accomplished by an army, when the vic- 
tims intended for it were upon the spot : neither 
ditch, hedge, nor house was within the distance of 
about two English miles, except the stand-house, 
or some scattered stabling for race horses : these 
were perhaps about a mile from this scene of car- 
nage, just to be commenced as soon as the army 
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would arrive at where the deluded men of Kildare 
were to be sacrificed. 

Without ceremony, Duff commanded the rebels, 
aa be called them, to throw their arms into a heap, 
and after this had been complied with, he ordered 
them to kneel at a distance from where the arms 
were thrown, saying loudly at the moment, to beg 
the King's pardon for the outrage of having re- 
belled. This command, so perfidious in its mean- 
ing and tendency, was complied with ; which being 
done, a dead silence appeared to prevail among the 
troops. Major-General Sir James Duff instantly 
thundered out, "Charge, and spare no rebel!" 
Havoc, consternation, and death now spread them- 
selves on all sides. The horror of the scene was 
and is indesciibable. 

The cutting down and slaughtering this unarmed 
multitude was but too easily accomplished; the 
troops consisted entirely of horsemen— the Black 
Horse, commanded by General Dunn, and the Fox- 
hunters, commiuided by Lord Boden, besides Capt. 
fiagot's yeomen cavalry, were too powerful execu- 
tioners to be withstood, bymen who were disarmed 
and upon their knees. The number of victims who 
fell beneath these murderers' murdering sword, 
was 325. In one street alone of Kildare town, 
distant from the scene of slaughter about two 
English miles, there were reckoned 85 widows, the 
following morning. This carnage outweighs in 
enormity every act committed on either side, the 
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army or the people, thronghout the disasters of 
'98. The memory of it should never be effaced — 
it should instruct the warrior to spare, and the 
vanquished not to confide. 

On the evening succeeding the insurrection, the 
town of Kildare was in the possession of the people ; 
the few militia men who were quartered in it, 
having fled, some to Athy, some to Naas. The 
coaches left Dublin as usual, the insurrectionary 
movement at Naas having been completely sup- 
pressed ; and the overthrow of the insurgents, in 
their attack upon EilcuUen Bridge, left undisputed 
possession of the intervening parts of the country 
in the hands of the military ; therefore no inter- 
ruption to the Limerick and Cork coaches thus far, 
could arise. 

It happened now, unfortunately for the town of 
Kildare, that the nephew of General Sir James 
Duff, was a passenger in the Limerick coach ; and 
on its arrival in the town, the countrymen were 
scattered over every part of it ; and their attention 
was directed to see who might be inside. On dis- 
eovering this young man, and finding that he was 
(from his own words) the nephew of a General in 
the army, these ill-guided men dragged him out 
of the coach, and piked him. This circumstance 
alone, horrible to relate, and not to be palliated by 
any act of suffering or punishment inflicted on the 
perpetrators, might be adduced by some, in exte- 
nuation of the subsequent crime of the uncle. The 
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dispassionate reader catmot, however, exculpate 
such a monster (independently of his treachery and 
punic faith,) for a general butchery and carnage. 
It was not with him, as a. Heathen writer advised, 
"Paxcere subjeclis et debellare superbos." To 
spare the contrite, and sahdue the haughty. The 
people on the Bath of the Curragh of Kildare, 
should not have been collectively* immolated, to 
appease Hie manes of an individual. 

The battle of Rathaugan comes nest to be re- 

• A few of the ■tictlms, it wm said about five, sacked bj 
ruaning throngh the F&nks as they were charging. A few lajr 
•s if dead, and braog wofallj backed and mangled, were 
passed oTer as some of the heap of slaughtered men. Oae 
athletic jonlt^ fellow ran abont a mile and half, when he was 
punned b; eight yeomen of Bagot's corps ; he guned a falloir 
fieldjoet adjoining the Carragh, and haTing so far escaped his 
pursuers, he stooped and picked up two stoaes, which he flung 
with sncb vigonr against two of them, that ho disabled both, 
and rendered them nnable to discharge their pistols. Two 
more came on, and b<r a farther effort, he disabled a third also, 
with stones whidi he scrambled up. It was said, that two 
more fired at him without effect, but it was acknowledged bj 
them tiat be parried the firing with to much alertness, as to 
elude any aim the; could take. The last of the jeomen assail- 
ants, who is still liilDg in MouaitereTan, and whom thej coll 
Ned Cooper, received a blow of a stone from this intrepid 
Kildare man, in the hip, and by its effects limps and walks 
lame to this da;. At length a dragoon, being commanded bj 
a sangainar; officer to cut him down, the poor countryman,, 
after all hia fatigue and fighting, received a sabre wound on 
the neck, as he scrambled orer a ditch, and fell as dead ; this 
man still Uvea. N.B. Hr. Harrington, one of Bagot's corps, 
was eye-witnese to the whole of this ^Bkost incredible soene. 
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curded. The attack upon this town, succeeded 
with the insurgents: they were commanded by 
Capt. Doorley, a respectable young farmer, whose 
residence was called LnUymore. This farm was 
singularly situated, being surrounded on all sides 
by the Bog of Allen, except one passage, which 
rendered it difficult of access to strangers. The 
garrison of Bathangan was but feeble, consisting 
only of one corps of yeomen, commanded by Capt. 
James Spencer, land agent to the Duke of Leinster, 
and half a company of militia, who belonged to the 
regiment of the North Corks, an entire company 
of whom met their death and total overthrow at 
Prosperous, as has been already mentioned. The 
victory gained by the insurgents at Prosperous, 
animated the people in every part of the country 
around Rstbangan to such an enthusiastic height, 
that they succeeded in their first attack, and be- 
came masters of the town, after a feeble resistance 
on the side of the military; these retreated to 
Philipstown, where the Black-horse were quartered, 
who were then ordered to proceed to Ratbangan 
and drive out the rebels that were in possession of 
ihe place. The people prepared to repel any force 
that might be sent against them, and triumphantly 
planted the tree of liberty in the street. They 
formed a barricade, constructed of barrels and 
carts to impede the entrance of the Black Horse 
and the militia, who bad fled with precipitation, 
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and who were joined io tbeir flight, by most ot 
Captftin ^p^cer's corps. 

As it was spprebended, that the par^ (^ militi* 
and yeoaen who fied 'irom Rathuig&n, would re- 
turn with troi:^ from Philipetown, bo it turned out 
ba anticipated : the retaking of Ratbangan, liow- 
ever, was not bo easily aocoroplished, as the army 
Imagined. The Black Horse were the first that made 
their appearance, and such was the bravery of the 
people, that tbey fired from several bouses, and 
galled thera so 6fi^tually, that tbey retreated nwre 
precipitKt^y, than those mititia men, who ran after 
the first engagement. The Black Hotss having 
met, upon Dwir'petreat, a party of the South CoAs, 
commajided by Colonel Longfield, who had a piece 
of cannon attached to his regiment, they all pro- 
ceeded to co-operete, in a new attempt, to dislodge 
Ihe 'Kathangan insurgents, and retake the town. 
The 'people, -eonAotinded by Doorley, were stout 
and detennined, partaking of the intrepid exuaple 
•wbich'he showed them. He had be«i lucky enough 
to ^t an officer named Malose, belonghig to >the 
Blfick Horse, >amei^ bis prisoners, from whom he 
refused the promises whicb'he nndwtook to mttke 
viz. that he weuld obtain bis |Ardon, and that he 
would be received, on account of bis valour, into 
^e ranks of the army, if he vould fors^e the 
cause of ftte^eple.'Whiehwaffnow become despe- 
rate, 'ftom -(he -defeftte 'Wfaieh the eouutry-Baen 
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snstiuned, in other parts of tbe county ; Malon« 
undemtood, that the people werfl overoomeat Naas, 
KilcDlkn-bridge, and at Clane. Nothing could 
^ake Doorley's determination to cling to tbe 
cause he had embraced. 

There was one circumetance, on the part of the 
people, which occurred at Rathaogan, that has re- 
flected peculiar disgrace on the party by whom it 
was conmiitted. Mr. Spencer, agent to the Duke. 
of Leinster, was a gentleman of very doubtful cha- 
racter, as to his politiCB. However averse he might 
have been, to the revolutionary cause that was 
going forward, it was a trae criterion to know him^ 
and his disposition, by the uniform principle of 
honesty to the Duke's tenants, which he invariably 
adhered to, in every transaction between the tenan- 
try of the Duke and their landlord — unlike to his 
successor, who has driven many an honest family 
to a foreign land, to seek a precarious subsistence 
among strangers. Mr. Spencer unchangeably kept 
the old tenantry together ; and was never known 
to expel, or cause to be expelled, way family 
whose character might be equal to maintain the 
good opinion givm by Mr. ^ to tbe Duke, vrfaen 
any indulgence was looked for, from- the landlord. 
This venerable man, (who was in about bis 70th 
year,) having incautiously trusted to tbe clemency 
of the insurgents, after they had got entire possen' 
flion.of the town, was attacked, first by unjusdy 
accusing and upbraiding him, with the name of 
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Orange Captain ; and soon after these reproaches, 
he was miserably cut down, by some of the infu- 
riate multitude, not regarding his age, nor the 
many acts of goodness which he had performed in 
life. 

Doorley, as it has .been acknowledged by some 
of his bitterest enemies, was not at all present at 
the murder of Mr. Spencer. After the act had 
been done, Doorley exclaimed against and con- 
demned the perpetrators of the deed. It was well 
known that the presence of their intrepid captajn 
would have restrained the wavering mullitude from 
committing so foul a deed. 

It happened, in a few hours after the murder of 
Mr. S. had occurred, that the insurgents gave way, 
after a few discharges of the cannon by the South 
Corks, and the town was speedily evacuated by its 
late masters, the United Irishmen. In retaliation 
for the enormities which had been, a few hours 
before, canying on by this undisciplined force, 
under Capt. Doorley, the army seized and dragged 
to the spot, where he was hanged, Mr. Molloy, a 
most respectable Catholic gentleman, brother to the 
reverend and celebrated Priest of that name, be- 
longing to St. John's chapel, Dublin. Mr. Molloy 
was an officer in the yeomanry corps of Mr. Spen- 
cer, and, forsooth, because he did not run with the 
other yeomen, on the taking of the town by the 
countrymen, it was set down as a sufficient crime, 
to put him to death. Without even a shadow of 
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tri^, to acreeo themaelves from the impntation of 
sacrificing him to their bigoted rage and fury, this 
respectable and worthy man was hurried U> the 
gallows, and from the gallows into the grave. He 
was refused even the consolation of having a Ca- 
tholic clergyman to attend him, although he be- 
Bought them to permit a priest to be sent for. 

Such was the heavy visitatioQ that befel Bath- 
angan and some of its most worthy and most re- 
upectable inhabitants. After their retreat from 
Bathangan, the countrym«i scattered themselves 
among the bogs and morasses, to escape the swords 
of the Black Horsemen, which were amply stained 
wit^ the blood of the Kildare men, on the Bath of 
the Cnrragh, the day following. 

Captain Doorley repaired to his dear tdxm in the 
bog, as he called it, where- he found his house 
burned to the ground, with all the offices, stabling, 
&c. destroyed : his young wife (being recently mar- 
ried) was obliged to seek subsistence from her own 
family: an aged father, in his 73th year, was 
struggling to exist amidst the ruins of his once 
comfortable habitation. He immediately after this, 
joined the united army of Aylmer, Lnby, and 
"Ware. 

The men of Kilcock, Maynooth, and the north- 
eastern boundaries of the County Kildare, being 
now called upon by young Aylmer of Painstown, 
Oeorge Luby of Ovidstown, and Hugh Ware of 
Alajmooth, to rise, (as this privilege, of not rising 
h2 
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at first, was particalarly granted to that cotmty , ia 
consequence of the greater part of the officers, se- 
lected by the different baronies, being arrested and 
in prison,) a second rising in ibe coantjr was 
brought about by the people. It was considered 
most important to have Aylmer, vbo had been an 
officer in the Kildare Militia, to head them : be- 
sides, the respectability of bis &mily gave him an 
extensive influence among the United corps of that 
part of the country. If he and his brother officers 
had mingled with the ranks in the first rising, and 
concentrated their united forces in one point of the 
county, as had been Lord Edward's plan, to muster 
the united army of Kildare, Wicklow, and Dublin, 
upon the Curragh of Kildare ; it is a question, 
which might be put and not easily solved, how 
would the Rebellion have terminated ? This should 
be deeply weighed by statesmen — never to drive the 
people to desperation. 

After the battle of Ovidstowo, in which young 
Aylmer of Paiustown had the chief command, and 
in which the people were defeated by a regiment 
of Scotch Fencibles, Doorley, accompanied by a 
Captain Conlan, whom he called his aid-de-camp, 
repaired to the district of Athy, where be speedily 
made himself known to some of the United Cap- 
tains in that quarter. From bis name, as a hero 
of that year, Doorley influenced the most enthusi- 
astic among them, to convene a meeting of the 
captains (among whom, Capt. F. Berne, of Nuruey, 



C->"S'^ 



THE BEBELLION. 91 

was one of tbe principal,) in order that he might 
influence tbem to make a second rising, and attack 
Stradbally, Queen's County, as it was considered 
more vulnerable tban Athy. They came together 
accordingly, and met in the Derryvullough Bog, 
where there is a small island, in the centre of an 
immense tract of bog, and about four miles distant 
from any road, or any other land. It was there 
unanimously fixed upon, to rise, the day following, 
and to hang every man who would not join in this 
second insurrection. BQly Dunn of Ballymanus, 
who was hat«d by the people, and his brother 
Darby, for the absence of his son Patt., were 
pointed out : many others were likewise named, as 
enemies, and odious to the people. The leader, 
however, who marched at the head of the Athy 
insurgents, in their first attempt at insurrection, 
wrote, the morning fixed upon, to tbe several cap- 
tains, to keep their men quiet until they would 
hear from bim again. This injunction had its 
effect, and was obeyed : no second rising was after- 
wards attempted. 

The fate of the brave Doorley was desperate 
after this : he returned to his own quarter of tbe 
coonty,' and from thence be endeavoured to get 
into Westmeath : he was hotly pursued by some 
yeomen; and when crossing the Boyne river, ba 
was taken, and marched to Mullingar, where he 
was tried in a summary way, hanged and be- 
headed. 
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The call made by Aylmer, Loby, and Ware, 
bad the desired result in asaembling their own 
portioo of the couDty, to axma. The numbera who 
Socked to their standard, were very considerable, 
and for bravery they could not be excelled. Their 
officers were of the same stamp as M. Reynolds of 
Johnstown, Farrel of Proaperous, Doorley of RaQi- 
angan, &c. &c. None could surpass them for 
valour, and love of country ; the lamented Loed 
Edward was the theme and diige of all their iuter- 
views, while the awful moment for insurrecdoR 
was impending. One among them, who waseminfint 
for his classical effusions, frequently quoted lines 
firom a lyric poet, incommemoration of the tragedy. 
" Multts ille quidem flebilis occidit, nulli flebilior 
qaam tibi, Pamela." Many bewail his foil : to 
none can it cause more sorrow, than to thee, Fa>- 
mela.* 

Ovidatown, near Hortland House, was the spot 
where this battle of Aylmer and his officers waa to 
be fought with the kings troops. The day was 
ominous even to the government, whereas if this 
battle had been propitioua to the united force, tJiey 
were resolved to march for Dublin : 10,000 innir- 
genta would have set the city in a blaxe, and Aey 
calculated that before they could reach Clondalkin, 
the numbers would be auf^entsd to, at least 30,000 
determined men. 
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The United army under Colonel Aylmer, was 
numbered, the morning of the engagement, atabout 
5,000 men. They were well oflBcered by men de- 
voted, with steady hearts, to the canse they had 
undertaken : but unfortunately, though their com* 
niander-in-chief was well versed in military tactics, 
discipline was scarcely known amongst them, or 
thought of. The arrival of the army to attack 
them, was sudden and unexpected: the men were 
all preparing to breakfast and the officers sitting, 
when the alarm was received, that a large force of 
tivops was advancing and near at band. An im- 
mediate "stand to arms" was given by some bugle- 
faorns of the United men, and the officers, Aylmer, 
Luby, Ware, Kieman, Doorley, Walsh, and others, 
strove to arrange their men in the best order 
which the suddenness of the thing would admit of. 
The army, it was said by those who saw them 
march through Eilcock, amounted to near 400 men, 
composed of Highlanders, Dragoon Guards, four 
troops of yeoman cavalry, &c. This force were 
already in sight, and perceiving, that their oppo- 
nents were numerous, and not appearing intimi- 
dated, or preparing to fly, on seeing the army so 
near, they halted and made quick preparation to 
attack the insui^ents. The United men advanced 
to meet them, and the orders given by Aylmer 
were, to rush with their pikes upon where the 
camion would be seen to play from. The strict 
discipline observed by the military was perceivable 
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to tlie insorgents, and notliviifastaiidmg the iatre- 
pidity of their offioera, both in their movemealfl 
and harai^e, there yna a sadden Iialt \?bich 
afforded the opportimity of viewing the irregtjlarity 
and confused state in which the United men* were 
advancing. The pikemen, instead of makiog a 
rapid advance against the troops, wheeled behind 
a quick-set-bedge, luid the two pieces of cannon, 
moving at the head of four companies of High- 
landers, were instantly turned to dislodge tJiem. 
It was said by many intelligent men, who talked 
over the circumstaiices of the battle of Ovidstown, 
that if the pikemeD had acted according to the 
orders of Col. Aylmer, the battle would have been 
undoubtedly lost to the king's troops. The grape- 
shot discharged from the cannon cut (according to 
Captain Doorley's words, whrai he wentimmediately 
after this aSair, to the district of Atby) the quick- 
set-hedgCj as if lopped off by a clipping sheers. 
The men being in the shelter of the ditch, were 
yet safCf but soon, when a panic began to arise 
among them, and some began to fly, the grape-shot 
had a different effect : several of the men were soon 
numbered among the dead. Col. Aylmer's gunsmen 
were brave above all praise ; they approached and 

* Uahappil; for t)i« United bod?, early on the saina momiiig, 
B qnarrel sprung np between two of their lieutenants, about a 
bridle and laddle which one dimmed fHtm the other, as hii 
right. Patsioa then dron tham, one to kilt the other, wUch 
tended powerfullj to dlipMt all the ranks. 
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shot Uie soldiers who served the cannon, and a few 
of them eommenced to seize it, but an impetuous 
charge of cavalry discomfited the few ibrave men 
who were in the act of moving one of the pieces to 
their own party, and this enabled other cannoniers 
of this force to act against the insurgents. Aytmer's 
guns-men, who were said to be about 200, stood 
iirmly tt^ether, till the caimon began to thin their 
Tanks, (uid a diseomfitare of the entire body quickly 
followed. The disorder of the-insurgents was now 
without remedy ; no effort of their officers "Was' able 
-"4o restore any order, or rally the men: the army 
sncceeded, and claimed almost a bloodless victoiy. 
About 200 of the insurgents fell, and not more of 
thearmy,according to the military returns, than two 
officers, besides three wounded, two sergeants, and 
twenty privates killed. The United army of the 
Coanty Kildare being separated and dispirited after 
the battle of Ovidstown, began to seek protections ; 
and as General Dundas had commenced to issue 
them from Castlemardn-house, bis head-quarters, 
numbers flocked thither frun all quarters of the 
coanty, and received protections for themselves 
and pn^^lies. 

Colonel Aylmer, Hugh Ware, and George Luby 
surrendered themselves to General Dundas as state 
prisoners. The first was permitted to emigrate to 
^JernHmy, where be became an ofBcer in the 
Aostrian service. Ware was >(dlowed to go to 
France, where he entered the French service, and 
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is now living at Tours, with the rank of Colonel 
Ware; and George Lnby proceeded to the United 
States of America, where he died shortly after hiB 
arrival. 

Some of our Wexford Mends having expressed 
a desire, to meet in the early part of this work, 
the heroic deeds which were displayed, during the 
insurrection of '98, in their county ; I hasten to 
satisfy their wishes, but shall again advert to the 
County of Kildare, when detailing the battle of 
Monasterevan, and the enormities perpetrated at 
Ballitore, and in other parts of that devoted county . 
The massacre on the fair-green of Dunlavin, the 
awful overthrow of the Carlow men, together with 
all the particulars of the battles fought in the other 
counties of the kingdom ; the fate of Theobald 
Wolfe Tone ; the invasion of the French ; the fiite 
and insurrection of Robert Emmet, shall be all 
recorded in their proper place. 

We begin now with the battles of Arklow anil 
New Boss. 

To protect Arklow, was imperatively neceasary, 
yet it was but poorly garrisoned, and totally 
unprovided with ammunition, or provisions. The 
garrison were considerably less than one thousand 
men, principally irregular troops, and not a iield 
work, or other preparation, had been made tt> 
defend the place. An old barrack, incapable of 
defence, was their only fortification, four pieces of 
field artillery their only ordnance, and a party of 
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the Ancient Britons, commanded by Sir W. W. 
Wynn in person, and a few yeomen, their only 
cavalry. The insurgents had collected nearly 
thirty thousand men at the ruined town of Gorey, 
within a few miles of Arklow, which they boldly 
but indiscreetly declared tbey would storm the 
ensuing morning. The alarm of the metropolis, 
at this intelligence, may be easily conceived. An 
immediate reinforcement of the garrison of Arklow 
could alone prevent an attack on Dublin, and an 
insnrreclJon of the populace. The Cavan militia, 
commanded by the late Lord Famham, were in- 
stantly dispatched to snccour GenerEil Needham ; 
but the distance being more than thirty miles, they 
were hurried off in every sort of vehicle ; and even 
the carriages of the nobility and gentry were seized 
or tendered for the occasion. 

This was the most regular engagement through- 
out the whole of the insurrection. The pikemen 
amounted to many thousands — the king's troops 
were under fifteen hundred : the fire-arms, on each 
side, were nearly equal in number ; but those of 
the insDi^ents were of every calibre and descrip- 
tion, whilst their powder was carried in horns, or 
in the pocket, and was but scantily supplied. 

The Cavan regiment arrived at the critical 
minute. The confiict was in a level field, at the 
extremity of the town ; the royal infantry being 
in a line on open ground, with two pieces of cannon 
at each wing. The peasantry, with fire-arms, were 
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drawn up in a line exactly parallel, with a very 
low ditch in front, and two pieces of artillery on 
each flank. Small flags of green and yellow waved 
in every part of their position. 

The fire began as regularly as between disciplined 
armies. No movements were made on either side ; 
the pikemen formed a crescent, on a range of hills 
just over the royalists, and waited for any disorder, 
to rush down and exterminate them. An uninter- 
rupted fire was kept up by both parties for some 
hours, without any man<EUvre, and with very little 
comparative execution. At length, the insurgents 
dismounted one of the royal cannon, killed the 
gunners, and the battle was becoming donbtful. 
The left flank of the royal army was protected by 
some cavalry and houses, and the right by their 
barracks, and a piece of artillery which commanded 
the road. The peasantry had no pre-arranged plan 
of attack, and their immense body of pikemen re- 
mained inactive on the eminence, a few hundred 
yards from the scene of action. 

The royal officers became alarmed. Had the 
insurgents' unmiinition lasted, and tlie pikemen 
charged, the danger would have been realised. 
General Needham and most of the officers were 
disposed to retire, as a matter of necessity ; but 
Colonel Skerritt, of the Dumbarton Fencibles, re- 
solutely declared, that his regiment never should 
retreat. A retrograde movement would have given 
an opportunity for a rush of the pikemen, which 
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must bave ended in the annihilation of the royal 
force. No quarter was expected upon either side. 
Had the royal troops advanced, they might have 
been easily surrounded : their alternative was, to 
succeed or perish. 

The ammunition of the royal army began to Ml ; 
but that of the peasantry was first exhausted : the 
firing gradually slackened, and, at length, a very 
ferocious attack was made c»i the right wing, by a 
large body of pikemen, led by Father Murphy : a 
foijr-pounder opened its fire, and Father Murphy 
received a ball which tore him to pieces.* The in- 
surgents, thus dispirited, advanced no farther ; and 
afLer an effort on the left, repulsed by some Ancient 
Britons, tbey began to retreat, but without preci- 

* Billy Byrne of Balljmaaus w&b one of the principal teadera 
oF the insurgeats at the battle of Arklow. No commander 
displayed mora brarery at the head of hia men, than he hod 
done during the engagement. He was one of tie last who re- 
treated, and the firit to lead tbem oa. The fall of Father 
Murphy solely caused the discomfiture which ensued; the 
tnoltitude conSdiog in the sDCceBS which would attend the Rev. 
combatant, Ggfittng for the people, for whose sake he turned 
oat, leehig him tarn by a cannon shot, lost all conra^ of 
holding on against the troops ; tbey comoeoced a reti^at, and 
no words or expostulation from the brave and intrepid Bitly 
Byrne, were able to prevent their retreat. In Gordon's History 
of the Rebellion, it is mentioned, that the body of priest Murphy, 
after being diSDovered among the slain, was by order of Lord 
Uonntaorris, roasted by some of the Andent Brit«BS, and the 
grease which dripped from the flesh, made use of to oil their 
boots. The sorrowful fate which soon afterwards arose to 
BUly Byrne, wiH be given in its proper place. 
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pitatioQ. The royal army did Dot think it prudent 
to pursue, but retired to their barracks, whilst the 
peasantry fell back, unmolested, to Gorey. Thus 
concluded a battle, hy no means the most sangui- 
nary, bnt certainly one of the most important of 
the insuirectioii. 

Had the peasantry succeeded, they would have 
been reinforced, every mile of their march to 
Dublin, by the excited population of Wexford and 
Wicklow. Kildare, Meath, and Westmeath were 
in arms, and the capital itself had more than thirty 
thousand organized United Irishmen within its 
walls; and, however intrepidly defended, must 
have yielded in a river of blood to the innumerable 
hosts of its enthusiastic assailants. Their failure, 
however, in the principal attacks in Kildare and 
Wicklow, had dispirited and disorganized a multi- 
tude without officers to direct them, and Ireland 
was thus saved. 

More than thirty thousand peasantry were ac- 
tually present at the battles of Ross and Arklow ; 
and Wexford and Wicklow are by no means the 
most populous counties. At a very moderate com- 
putetion, there were iu Wexford and Wicklow, at 
least 50,000 effective insurgents, either under arms 
or prepared to take arms, had their measures con- 
tinued to be successful. Their courage and per- 
severance may be estimated by the extraordinary 
incidents of the battle of Ross, which lasted ten 
hours, with alternate success, and in which ihey 
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were fiDally conquered only by their insubordina- 
tion, and the incapacity of tbeir leaders. 

The battle of Rosa, witJi respect to its incidents 
and extensive results, was one oi the most impor- 
tant of the insurrection. Ro!?8 is surrounded on 
three sides hy steep hills, and on the fourth by a 
river, dividing it from the southern counties, and 
having a long wooden bridge. The possesakm of 
Ross, Uierefore, would haveopenedacommunication 
with the southern insurgents, who were prepared 
to rise en maase, the moment their friends should 
occupy that town ; and the city of Waterford, and 
probably the whole of the western and southern 
counties, would have risen in their favour. 

Nearly 30,000 insurgents assembled on Corbet- 
hill, near the town of Ross. Their General, Beau- 
champ Bagenal Harvey, was, of all men, probably 
the most unfit for so desperate an enterprise : his 
figure diminutive — his voice tremulous. 

He was a Protestant barrister of fortune ; good 
tempered, and of good private character; and was 
selected, from being Lord of Bargay Castle, and of 
considerable demesnes in the county of Wexford. 
Of individual courage he had sufficient; but of that 
manly, heroic intrepidity, which converts danger 
into enthusiasm, and is indispensable to the leader 
of such an army and such a cause, he was altoge- 
ther unsusceptible. The other officers were little 
better than himself; and an army of 30,tX)0 intre- 
pid, persevering intnn^gents could not produce one 
I 2 
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leader of sufficient tact or influence to guide and 
secure to them certain victory. 

A flag of truce was forwarded by Bagenal Har- 
vey, of which Mr, Furlong was the bearer, to Major 
General Johnson, commanding him to surrender 
Ross to the insurgents. The letter accompanying 
it was as follows : — 

"Sir, — AaaflHendto humanitj, I reqaeet you will sarrender 
the town of RoBB to the Wexford forces, now assembled agdnst 
that town. Your resistance will bat provoke rapine and 
plunder, to the ruin of the moat innocent. Flushed with victorj, 
the Wenford forces, now innnmerable and irresistible, will not 
be controlled, if the; meet with anj reaistance : to prevent, 
tberefora, the total rain of atl property in the town, I urge ;on 
to a speed; eurrender, which ;ou will be forced to do in a few 
hours, with loss and bloodshed, as ;ou are snrroanded on all 
sides. Your answer is required in four hours. Mr. Furlong 
carries this letter, and will bring me the answer. 
" 1 am. Sir, &c. &c. 

" B. B. Habvey. 
"Camp at Corbet-hilt, 
Half-past 3 o'clock morning, 
Jnne5, 1798." 

On approaching the out-posts, Mr. Furlong was 
shot, and the people rushed with rage to the fight. 
Harvey and his aid-de-eamp, Mr. Gray, a Protes- 
tant attorney, remained upon a neighbouring hill, 
inactive spectators, during ten hours' incessant 
fighting. 

The first attack commenced at six o'clock in the 
morning, on only one entrance to the town, and 
that the most defensible by the garrison : all the 
others were neglected ; otherwise) the garrison not 
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being sufficiently Dumerons to defend all, the town 
must have been entered from several quartera. 
A regiment of infantry, and one of cavalry, sallied 
out to distract the insurgents, and prevent their 
attack upon the other entrances. Both regiments 
were driven back with great loss — the cavalry by 
a charge of bullocks* and pikemen — the intantry 
by ambuscade and irregular attacks. Lord Mount- 
Joy fell at the head of his regiment, the Dublin 
Militia, immediately at the gate ; and the royalists 
and the peasantry entered Ross almost intermin- 
gled- The main street became the scene of a most 
sanguinary and protracted conflict ; the royalisbt 
were forced back, and their artillery taken and 
turned on themselves. The market-house alone 
remained in possession of the troops ; and after a 
long and bloody contest, they retreated to the 

* At this battle the insurgents practised a nue de guerre, 
used originally b; the Romans. A regiment of heavy cavalry 
bad in»rclied oat, to charge tbemon their first approach: the; 
suspected the attack, and were prepared to receive them by 
a very unexpected salutation. They had cooped up in a field 
Dear 200 bullocks. Wben these beasts are urged, and rush on 
in a body, nothing can stop them — a wall, or a house, they bare 
been known to dash against in their blind fury. When the 
heavy cavalry were in a proper position on the road, tbe insur- 
gents with tbeir pikes, goaded the bullocks ; maddened by 
the smart, they mshed to the openings of the enclosure, 
which had been made purposely for them ; nothing could with- 
stand them ; the cavalry were overwhelmed; man and horse 
were overthrown, and trampled upon. Of such as could re- 
treat throagh the gate, several met tbdr death tVom the pibe- 
mea Bin Johab Baskihgton, p. 370. 
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bridgtt, prepared to pass to the other side, and 
destroy the commamcation. Had they done this, 
they must have marched through the very heart of 
an insolvent country, and all would have been cut 
to pieces. 

There was scarcely a trait of individual courage 
which was not exemplified during that contest. 
The battle occasionally slackened, but never ceased 
for a moment. The peasantry, certain of victory, 
lost all subordination ; and, in their turn, were 
attacked by such of the garrison as had time to 
rally. Many were killed, almost without resb- 
tance : the town was set on flie, and in the midst 
of the flames the battle raged for hours most vio- 
lently. Tbe royalists recovered the main street: 
the insurgents were on the point of being finally 
repulsed, when a young gentleman, 13 years of 
age, from the town of Wexford, of the respectable 
family of Lett," in that town, who had stolen away 
fivm his mother, and joined Qeneral Harvey on 

* About one hour before this Wexford hoj nihered bimself 
90 coDS^dooel; into the midBt of th« bMtle, Jolw Kelt; of 
Kill«ii, ane of Ae bravest of the soni of Erin, leaaied lo serere 
a wound in his leg, that be became unable to lead on his men 
in the Cftreer of victor; io which he was peculiar!; triumphant : 
the victory wa4 twice gained bj the eitraortUnar; coorage of 
Jotin Kellj, but nuierablj lost again b; the impradance of the 
great bodj of the people, who, when^ they supposed the 
town to be their own, tamed to indulge in liquor — at all tines 
the bane of Ireland. Kellj's lamentable fate and end will come 
oaagain U> be told, when the atrocities perpetrated in Wexford, 
after the town had beoi surrendered to the king's troops, will 
be detuled in fulL 
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Corbet-hill — when this boy saw the disorder of the 
men, and the incapacity of their leaders, he, with 
a boyish impulse, snatched up a standard, and 
calling out, " Follow me who dare !" rushed down 
the hill. Two or three thousand pikemen rapidly 
followed him, in a tumultuous crowd, and uttering 
the most appalling cries. In a moment be was at 
the gate — rallied his party — and, with his rein- 
forcement, rushed upon the garrison, who, fatigued 
and astonished at the renewed vigour of their 
enemy, were again borne down, and compelled, 
with much losH, fighting step by step, to retire 
towards the bridge. 

For many hours the fighting in the streets and 
houses was incessant ; and the peasantry were very 
nearly in possession of the entire place, when again 
all subordination vanished, and again fortune for- 
sook them. Some hundred houses were in a blaze : 
the horror was indescribable. The remaining body 
of the garrison, overcome by fatigue, became 
nearly unable to continue the contest. The firing, 
however, continued till towards night, when the 
insurgents who had not entered the houses, having 
no officers to command them, retreated half a mile 
to Corbet-hill, leaving some thousands of their 
comrades asleep in different houses, or in the streets, 
to which the flames had not communicated. Of 
these, the garrison put hundreds to the sword, 
without any resistance ; and more than 5000 were 
either killed, or consumed by the conflagration. 
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The garrison, greatly dimiaisbed and eshansted 
by ten hours' incessant fighting, vithont refresh- 
ments, lay down in the streets, slumbeTdng amongst 
the dead ; and had Harvey, at any hour before 
morning, returned with even 1000 fre^ men, every 
soldier might have been slaughtered; resistance 
would have been impossible. 

Vinegar-hill is a beautiful, verdant, low moun- 
tain ; the river Slaney rolls smoothly at its foot on 
the one side, and the large town of Enniscorthy 
lies immediately under its base upon another ; at 
one point the ascent is rather steep — on the others, 
gradual ; the top is crowned by a dilapidated stone 
building. The hill is estenave, and completely 
commands the town, and most of the approaches 
to it ; the country around it is rich, sufficiently 
wooded, and studded with country seats and lodges. 
Few spots in Ireland, under all its circumstances, 
can at this moment be more interestbg to a traveller. 
On the summit of this hill the insurgents had col- 
lected the remains of their Wexford army : the 
number may be conjectured, from Qeneral Lake 
deciding that 30,000 r^ular troops were necessary 
for the attack. The peasantry had dug a slight 
ditch around a lai^e extent of the base ; they had 
very few pieces of small, half-disabled camion, 
some swivels, and not above two thousand fire-arms 
of all descriptions. But their situation was despe- 
rate ; and Gener^ Lake considered that two thou- 
sand fire-arms, in the bands of infuriated and 
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courageous men, supported by a multitude of pike- 
men, might be equal to ten times the number under 
other circumstances.* A great many women 
mingled vith their relatives, and fought with fiiry ; 
several were found dead amongst the men, who had 
fallen in crowds by the bursting of shells. 

General Lake, at the break of day, disposed his 
attack in four columns, whilst his cavalry were pre- 
pared to do execution on the fugitives. One of the 
columns (whether by accident or design, is strongly 
debated) did not arrive in time at its station, by 
which the insurgents were enabled to retreat to 
Wexford, throDgh a country where they could not 
be pursued by cavalry or cannon. It was astonish- 
ing with what fortitude the peasantry, uncovered 

* On the night before the bsttle of VinegBr-hill, Mr. John 
Ha;, brother to Ur. Edward Hay of respected memorj, took 
K commuid, or at least gave oounsel to attack General Ltke 
and Ub troops, daring the nigbt. Unding from on obserTation 
which he had made by telescope, on the approach of nigbt, 
that Lake and his army displayed a loose and {rregnlar 
encampment, and that the soldiers exhibited marks of faUgue, 
from the mode io irhlob the lay scattered among the hedges, 
where the army had pitched thnr camp, he conseqneDtl; 
.advised the nightly attack, wbioh he recommended. The 
opportonity of discovering with minnteness, the situation of 
the troops, was amply afforded to Mr. Hay, by the renuuning 
fabric of a windmill, which stands on the highest part of 
VinegarJiill. Hay lerfedfor many years m the Freaoh army, 
and was deemed an able officer of the day : his CMUuel now 
was not attended to, by the united body on the hilt, andtlnre- 
fore a defeat of the insorgents followed, by awaiting thft attack 
of the army. 
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stood the tremendous fire opened upon tbe four 
sides of their position : a stream of shells and grape 
was poured on the multitude ; the leaders encou- 
raged them by exhortations, the women by their 
cries, and every shell that broke among the crowd, 
was followed by shouts of defiance. G-eneral Lake's 
horse was shot — many officers wounded — some 
killed — and a few gentlemen became invisible 
during the heat of the battle. The troops advanced 
gradually but steadily np the hill ; the peasantry 
kept up their fire, and maintained their ground — 
their cannon was nearly useless — their powder de- 
ficient — but they died fighting at their post. At 
length, enveloped in a torrent of fire, they broke 
and sought their safety through the space that 
General Needham had left by the non-arrival of 
his column. They were partially charged by some 
cavalry, but with little execution ; they retreated 
to Wexford, and that night occupied the town. 

During the battle, the pike and blunderbuss were 
in constant exercise : both parties had committed 
great atrocities in cold blood, under tbe milder 
term of retaliation. Previous to that battle, Ennis- 
corthy had been twice stormed ; every street ia it 
had streamed with blood ; many hundred bouses 
had been burned ; and the combats had been hand 
to band in the midst of flames and falling edifices. 
It is asserted, that eighty-seven wounded peasants, 
whom the king's army had found on taking the 
town, in the market-house, used as an hospital, 
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had been burned alive; and that, in retaliation, 
the insui^nts bumed above a hundred royalifitst 
in a bam at Scullabogae. 

Amongst the remaikable and melancholy exam- 
ples of the abuse of martia] law, and the discre- 
tionary power given to military officers in Ireland, 
one which occurred on the taking of Wexford, is a 
peculiarly fit subject for observation. Mr. Q-rogan, 
of Johnstown Castle, was a man past seventy years 
of age, of very large fortune, irreproachable repu- 
tation, with the address, manners, and feelings of 
agentleman. Overstreetand John, his two brothers, 
commanded yeomanry corps. The first of them 
was killed at the head of his corps (the Castletown 
cavalry,) at the battle of Arklow : the other was 
womided at the head of his troop (the Heathfield 
Light Horse,) daring Major Maxwell's retreat from 
Wexford, and upon the recapture of that town. 
The semblance of a trial was thought expedient by 
General Lake, before he could execute a gentle- 
man of so much importance and fortune. His 
case was afterwards brought before Parliament, 
npon a bill of attainder, and argued for nearly 
three successive days and nights; and evidence 
was produced, clearly exonerating him from any 
voluntary error. The only charge the Govern- 
ment (to excuse the culpability of General Lake,) 
conld prove, was his having been surrounded by 
the insurgent army — who placed him under sur- 
veillance — and who, to give importance to them- 
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selveu, forced him one day into the town ofWexford 
on horseback — a peasant, of the name of Savage, 
attending him, anned with a blunderbuss, with 
orders to shoot him if he refused to obey their 
commands. Against his wilt, they nominated him 
a commissary, knowing that his numerous tenantry 
would be more willing, in consequence, to supply 
them. He used no weapon of any description — 
too feeble even to hold one in his band. 

A lady, of the name of Segrave, gave evidence, 
that her family in the town were in want of food, 
and that she sent to Mr. Orogan, to give her an 
order for some bread — which request, to save her 
^mily from starvuig, be reluctantly complied with. 
Through that order she procured some loaves, and 
supplied her children ; and for that act of benevo- 
lence, and on that lady's evidence, Mr. Grogan 
was sentenced to die as a traitor, and was imme- 
diately banged and beheaded, — vben unable to 
walk to the place of execution, and already almost 
lifeless from age, imprisonment, pain, and brutal 
treatmeot. 

It appeared before Parliament, upon interro- 
gating the president of the court, that the members 
of the court martial which tried him, had not been 
sworn — that they were only seven instead of thir- 
teen, the usual number — that his material witness 
was shot by the military, while on the road, be- 
tween Johnstown Castle and Wexford, to give evi- 
dence of Mr. Grogan's entire innocence — and that 
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while General Lake vas making merry at dinner, 
(with his staff, and some members of the court that 
condemned him,) one of the first gentlemen of the 
county — in every point far his superior — was 
hanged and mutilated before his windows. 

The intimate knowledge which Mr. Hay and 
other gentlemen had of Mr. Cornelius Grogan for 
many years, enabled them to assert most unequi- 
vocally, and it was but justice to his memory to do 
so, that, though a person of independent mind as 
well^as fortuue, and an opposition member of the 
Irish Parliament, he was no more a rebel than his 
brothers, who had signalized themselves in battle, 
as royalists, and the survivor of whom was re- 
warded, by the same Government, by an unprece- 
dented bill of attainder against him, long after he 
was dead, by which his great estates were confis- 
cated to the crown. 

This Attainder Bill was one of the most illegal 
and unconstitutional acts ever promoted by any 
Government ; but, after much more than 4610,000 
costs to crown oflScers, and to Lord Norbury, as 
attojney-general, had been extracted from the 
properly, the estates were restored to the surviving 
brother. 

In the battles now laid before the public, many 
of the troops were Hesaians and Hanoverians, im- 
ported from Germany to butcher the Irish. The 
excesses committed by these mercenaries, as will 
appear in the succeeding battles which we are about 
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to enomerate, each in their turn, prove to the peo- 
ple, that no sacrifice could be too great to accom- 
plish the great object ia view, viz. the Union of the 
two countries, as planned by Pitt and his colleagues. 

The first battle which took place in the county 
of Wexford, was that of Oulard, which is about ten 
miles distant irom Wexford. The insurgents col- 
lected upon this hill, appeu'ed so numerous and 
formidable, that a large force of one hundred of 
the North Cork, commanded by Col. Foote, who 
had been sent against them, seeing their portion 
commanding, thought it advisable cot to attack 
them ; but Major Lombard, uf the same regiment, 
being of a contrary opinion, orders were given to 
bum two houses situated in a hollow, between the 
army and the insui^enta, and a Mr. Turner volun- 
teered his service for that purpose. This was done 
with a view to stimulate the insurgents to revenge, 
and to induce them to abandon the advantage of 
their situation. This feint, however, not succeed- 
ing, and Colonel Foote still persisting in his opinion, 
Major Lombard instantly addressed the soldiers, 
in terms animating them, at once, to attack the 
insurgents, who, he said, would fly at their approach. 

His words had the efiect of making them advanca. 
They descended from the small eminence which 
they occupied, and crossing the valley between, 
began to ascend the hill of Oulard, while the Shil- 
malier took a circuitous route, round the bill to 
the left, with the intention of preventing a retreat, 
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but in fact, they caused numbers to rally, who 
attempted to run off, on perceiving the approach 
of a seriouii engagement. This contributed also to 
make the insurgents rush in greater numbers, and 
with accumulated force, on the North Corks, who 
were charging up the hill. After the firing of two 
vollies, they were totally discomfited. A servant 
boy added greatly, by his address, to the success 
of the ii^urgents ; be advised all who were about 
him (as the military were ascending the hill) to lie 
down under cover of the ditches, and to wait the 
closer approach of the soldiery. By this maniBUvre 
tbey were surprised, on a sudden, by a force not 
much outnumbering their own, and the attack was 
90 impetuous, that a total overthrow speedily 
ensued, and this was, at the instant, unknown to 
the great body of the insurgents who attended their 
commanders at the opposite side of the hill. 

Of the North Cork party, Major Lombard and 
five other oflScers fell in this engagement ; none 
escaped but Colonel Foote, a seijeant, drummer, 
and two privates. A fool who accompanied the 
fallen Major, whom he called his master, as soon 
as he saw him dead, ran to the body, took bis 
sword, and furiously running at one man, and 
then another, killed both before he was killed him- 
self. On the side of the insurgents, there were 
only five killed, and two wounded. The Shilmalier 
cavalry and Colonel Foote, made a precipitate re- 
treat to Wexford. A large party of Wexford 
K Z 
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cavalry, who were not at all in tfaiB battle, were 
involved in the retreat. Not many hours before 
it, they conducted a Mr. Coclough as a priaonerlo 
goal, and afterwardit scoured the country, during 
which they shot uome stragglers, and set some 
houses on fire. As soon as these yeomen were 
informed of the defeat at Oulard, they like true 
cowards, assaBsinated some unarmed men whom 
they met ; but understanding the danger in which 
they were involved,ran away dastardly to Wexford, 
to keep clear of the victorious insurgents. 

The remainder of the North Cork regiment were 
instantly under arms in the barracks, when in- 
formed of the defeat of that part of their body, 
which had gone out to action. Burning for 
revenge, they marched as far as the bridge, as if 
determined to proceed and meet the insurgents ; 
but were dissuaded from so rash a measure, by 
some respectable individuals who had just come 
from near where the battle had been fought 

The alarming suspense of the inhabitants of 
Wesford, into which the first news of the assem- 
bling of the people together, and obvious signs of 
insurrectionhad thrown them, became now realised: 
the alarm had the effect of disheartening all classes 
for the safety of the town : general dismay was 
painted on every face, and the lamentations of 
the wives and children of the North Corks, who 
had fallen, contributed to make Wexford shudder 
with sorrow, and consternation. The yeomen who 
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bad fled were loaded with imprecations, for having 
abandoDed the North Corks in the conflict, and to 
have saved themselves, by a shameful and cowardly 
retreat. Letters were dispatched by the com- 
manding officer in Wexford, lo Duncannon Fort and 
"Waterford, for immediate succour and reinforce- 
ments. 

The situation of the prisoners, Fitzgerald, Coc- 
lough, and Harvey, was alarming, from the threats 
that were uttered by the military against them. 
Both officers and men were loud in their cries for 
vengeance against them. It was determined that 
they should be put to death, and a pretext was 
used to gain admittance, under the mask of saying 
that they wished to confer with the above inAuen- 
tial gendemen, and prevail witli them to write ' 
letters to the insurgents, not to approach the town 
of Wexford until they should hear from the com- 
mander-in-cbief, who might be disposed to treat 
with the people, and bring matters to a peaceful 
understanding between all parties. 

The threats which were secretly used among the 
military, did not escape discovery. Mr. E. Hay, 
who was then in the town of Wexford, was fortunate 
enough to find out the latent designs against the 
prisoners, and having waited upon the goaler, he 
prevailed on him not to admit any of the military, 
under any pretext, to enter the goal ; this com- 
munication was scarcely made, when some soldiers, 
on demanding admittance, made a rush together. 



Coi^lc 



H6 HIBTOBT OP 

after tbe goaler had taken the precantion of having 
a balf-door so arranged, as to prevent any sudden 
entrance, and by this means, eecured all the 
inner doors, and thus saved the lives of bis pri- 
soners. 

The fear and apprehension in which the country 
people were of the Orangemen, first caused the in- 
sarrection in the county of Wexford. From Car- 
new to Oulard was the place where the first rising 
began: several persons had been put to death, in 
various districts of the county ; but the deliberate 
massacre of twenty-eight men in the ball-alley of 
Camew, without any trial whatever, roused the 
people to take up arms, and save themselves from 
total extermination. 

On the night of tbe 26th May, tbey first began 
to assemble, and to form themselves into two bodies. 
One began to collect on Kiltbomas-hill, and had 
scarcely come together, when two bodies of yeomen 
cavalry and infantry were dispatched from Camew 
to disperse them : the countrymen made no stand 
here ; they fied on the approach of the yeomen, 
and many were slaughtered in the pursuit. At 
least one hundred houses, besides several persohs 
who were shot unarmed and unoffending, were 
consumed by the sanguinary yeomen from Car- 
new, during their march of about seven miles. 

The Rev. Michael Murphy had been so alarmed 
on hearing of the rising of the people, that he fled 
into the town of Qorey, early on Whit-Sunday. 
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On bb arrival, not finding the person with whom 
be had lodged, before him, he returned to Balle- 
canew by bye-roads, in order to avoid meeting the 
Orangemen, who had, that very day, broken and 
demolished the altar and the windows of his chapel, 
and who, while doing this work of sacrilege and 
destruction, ottered the most vehement threats 
agunst the priest and hia Popish flock — which con- 
dact helped to awaken the sentiments of self-de- 
fence that roused the people into action. These 
horrible excesses made the Rev. M. Murphy alter 
his intentions of resorting to the Orangemen of 
Qorey for protection, and now resolved to go with 
the people to Eilthomas-hill. The Rev. John 
Murphy, irom similar causes, was driven to resort 
to the same alternative, as his name-sake. These 
two clergymen had be^i remarkable for their 
exhortations and exertions against the system of 
the United Irishmen, until they were thus whirled 
into this poHHeal vortex, which, as is stated by 
the pen of the late Edward Hay, they were forced, 
by the Orange exterminating system, to adopt 

The Rev. John Murphy was acting coadjutor 
of the parish of Monageer; and impressed with 
horror at the desolation around him, took up arms 
with the people, representing to them, that they 
had better die courageously in the field, than to be 
butchered in their houses. 

The insurgents in this quarter now began their 
career, by imitating the example that had been set 
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before them. They commenced burning the houses 
of those who were moat obnoxious to them. Every 
gentleman's house in the country was summoned 
to surrender their arms ; and where any resistance 
was offered, the house was attacked, plundered, 
and burned, and most of the inhabitants killed ia 
the conflict. 

The Camolin cavalry were the first who attacked 
these insurgents. In that action, Lieut. Bookey 
and some privates lost their lives : the remainder 
retreated to Gorey. On the 27th of May, Captain 
Hawtrey White led out two troops of horse from 
Crorey, determined to revenge the death of their 
companions. They came in sight of the insur- 
gents, on the north-side of the hill of Oulard ; but 
they appeared in such force, that they did not think 
it prudent to attack them, and returned, therefore, 
to Gorey, burning the houses of suspected persons, 
and putting every straggler to death, on their way. 
Numbers were called to their doors and shot, while 
many met a similar fate in their houses : some were 
murdered even in their beds. 

The insurrection broke out in almost a direct 
line from west to east, through the middle tracts 
of the county, and was in the beginning unsup- 
ported by the inhabitants of the north and south. 

The yeomanry of the north of the county, pro- 
ceeded on the 27th of May, against a quiet and 
defenceless populace ; they sallied forth in their 
respective neighbourhoods, burned the houses 



Cocglc 



THE BEBEILION. 119 

without number, putting many persons to death 
who vere in the act of running to save their lives. 
A Mr. Hore of Harperstown, on his returning from 
Wexford, burned the bouse of a man named Red- 
mond ; for this act of severity, he was afterwards 
put to death upon the bridge of Wexford, the same 
day on wliich many lost their lives, for acts of 
cruelty previously committed, against an innocent 
and unoffending peasantry. 

On the evening of the 26th, Captain J. Grogan 
perceiving from a height near his bouse, several 
houses on fire, between Enniscorthy and Oulard, 
assembled as many of his yeomen as he could mus- 
ter, and proceeded with them to Enniscorthy, 
whence be accompanied Captain Solomon Richards, 
of the Enniscorthy cavalry, to meet the insurgents, 
who were committing great devastation throughout 
the county, in retaliation, as tbey alleged, for what 
they bad previously suffered. An emulation to 
commit crime and inflict reciprocal punishments, 
was now obviously the system onboth sides ; and 
the wicked example shown by the military against 
the croppies, as tbey called them, bad but too 
powerful an effect on the Aiuds of the people, to 
retaliate like for like, as happened at Prosperous, 
County Eildare. 

The Roman Catholic chapel of Boolevogue was 
burnt, as was the bouse of the Rev. John Murphy, 
who has been already mentioned ; some inhabitants 
also were kept witfam their bouses till they perished 
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in the flames: no man seen in colonred clothea 
escaped from the fury and rage of the yeomen. In 
and about Ferns, a party of the North Cork militia, 
and some yeomen, pursued the s&me conduct as 
the soldiery and yeomen of Euniscorthy ; where 
they arrived on the morning of 27th May. The 
Sbilmalier in&ntry, commanded by Qeorge Ogle, 
were likewise in that town. 

Captain John Grogan escorted Sergeant Stanley 
as far as Waterford, on his way to Cork, as judge 
of assize. The town of Enniscortby became densely 
crowded with people from the country, seeking for 
shelter from the dai^era prevailing in the various 
districts, from whence they had to fly. Some 
Catholics who arrived among them, were confined 
in the Castle, under suspicion that they had come 
in, under pretence of seeking safety in tbe town, 
and that they were secretly leagued with the coun- 
trymen, and would assist them in the event of their 
attack upon it. 

On Monday, 28th May, every preparation was 
made for defence, and every precaution adopted, 
to meet any emergency of attack, and counteract 
the designs of the rebelt, as every epithet of abuse 
was lavishly poured out against them. Part of the 
North Cork militia, commanded by Capt. Snowe, 
Captain Gornock's and Captain Ponnden's infantry 
corps, with their sapemumeraries, and the Ennis- 
corthy cavalry, commanded by Captain Richards, 
(the whole military force in the town,) were on the 
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alert, and under aroia, in expectation of an im- 
mediate attack. Many of the inhabitaots of the 
town offered their serviceB, and armed themselves 
as well as &ey conld, to cootribiite to the general 
defence. Some of the most respectable were per- 
mitted to join the troops ; but many, whose services 
had been accepted in the begiiming, were, during 
the battle, ordered to ground their arms, and to 
retire into their houses, where th^ were peremp- 
torily commanded to remain, under pain of death. 
After the battle of Oulard, the insurgents en- 
camped for the night at Canigrew, irom whence 
they set out, at an early hour on the 28th, to 
Camolin, and &om thence to Ferns; where, meet- 
ing with no military interruption in their progress, 
they crossed the Slaney by the bridge at Scara- 
walsh, and halted on the bill of BalHoril. From 
thence they proceeded to the attack of Enniscorthy, 
where they arnved about one o'clock; the battle 
commenced at the Du&ey gate, by driving before 
tbem a number of cattle, which ruse de guerre 
was acted at the battie of New Robs, with success. 
The insurgents availed themselves of the shelter 
which the hedges snrrounding the town parks 
Bflbrdfld; numbers of the gunsmen, and many 
with pikes, were {^aced behind : they fired upoD 
any of the troops that were advancing, with effect. 
The Enniscorthy cavalry made an effort to dis- 
lodge them, by charging along the roads which 
led into the town. The cabins in the suburbs 
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being set fire to, of vhjcli each party blamed the 
other, the countrymen were soon relieved of 
their ausailaiits, who now hastily retreated into 
the town. The river was for6able at an island not 
far from the bridge, but the attempt made by the 
insui^nts to cross, was annoyed and interrupted 
by discharges of musketry ; so that the people 
had to wade through, at Blackatoops, higher up 
the river. Several of the United force proceeded 
lo Vinegar-hill, which stands contiguons to the 
town ; from this elevated and commanding situa- 
tion, the battle which was going forward, was 
distinctly seen, and directions forwarded to their 
friends who were engaged, to direct their strength 
against certain points that were more assailable. 

The numbers of the insurgents were so over- 
whelming, that the military became aliumed, and 
at length overpowered. It was proposed to Captain 
Snowe, to put the prisoners in the castle to death ; 
this sanguinary advice would not be listened to by 
that officer ; and this so exasperated the Orange 
yeomen, that they undertook of themselves to 
carry their threat mto execution ; they proceeded 
to perform their bloody intentions, but providen- 
tially for the prisoners, the door or entrance could 
not be burst open, and no key was to be had, in 
consequence of the gaoler having, in the general 
alarm, set out with others who were flying, for 
Wexford. Captain Founden, of the Enniscorthy 
infantry, besides officers Hunt and Garden, 
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beloi^ling to yeomanry corps, together.vith eighty 
of the military, and some supplementary men, were 
killed. Orders to retreat from the town being 
given, and to carry off their families to Wexford, 
bustle and consternation were the only objects to 
be viewed from Vinegar-hill. 

The general belief at Wexford was, that Ennis- 
corthy and its inhabitants were totally destroyed. 
The clouds of smoke, that ascended from the 
numerous houses and cabins which were burning 
in one general conflagration, being perceivable at 
the distance of eleven miles, strengthened that 
opinion, during several hours : the wreck, however, 
of the military who escaped, and the unfortunate 
fugitives, men, women, and children, soon un- 
deceived them aa to the fate of Euniscorthy. It 
was now seen that the insurgents were victorious, 
and that the town had fallen into their possession. 

The people of Wexford became doubly alarmed 
for themselves, and their famOies. They con- 
cluded, that their turn would soon come on, and 
that the intervening distance of these towns, being 
but eleven miles, would be, by and by, filled vith 
hordes of insurgents coming to attack them. The 
Shilmalier infantry, commanded by George Ogle, 
marched into Wexford. Every military man, and 
some militia officers who were on leave of absence, 
enrolled them selves among the military for general 
defence : about two hundred stand of arms were 
distributed among such of the citizens as they 
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imagined would fight in defence of the place and 
of their &milies : barricades were constructed , and 
some small pieces of ordnance ranged among these 
hurried and insecnre bulwarks. — The gentlemen 
who had been imprisMied were waited upon by 
several of their persecutors, and besought to write 
to their tenantry not to join in the insancction. 
Messrs. Cocloagh and Harvey did write in presence 
of the ]oyd.\ petitioners, who, though one day before, 
exulting in their ascendancy over these gentlemen, 
who had been dragged to Wexford and imprisoned , 
were glad to descend to solicit favours and services 
from them. "Degeneres animos limor arguit:" 
Fear displays a degeneracy of mind. This saying 
of a celebrated poet, was never more exemplified 
than in Ireland, during '9S. No alarm ever came 
to any town or district, after the French had 
landed at Kilalla, or while the Wexford insurgents 
were victorious, hut numbers of gentry manifested 
wishes to ingratiate themselves with men whom 
they recently despised, and would gladly secure 
the confidence even of those ia bumble life. The 
inhabitants of the baronies of Forth and Bargy, 
were dreaded most, at that moment, in the county 
of Wexford. 

During the 29th, the preparations to defend 
Wexford were actively continued, and a hundred 
of the Donegal militia arrived, under the command 
of Col. Maxwell, lirom Duncannon-fort, having a 
six pounder: they were accompanied, in their 
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march, by Captain J. Grogan, returning from 
Waterford, afler he had escorted Judge Stanley on ' 
his route to Cork. It was announced, that General 
Fawcett would be very soon with them also, from 
Duncannon, with additional troops, which added 
to the hopes of the military already at Wexford, 
that they vonld be able to defend the town, against 
any body of insni^ents that might come against 
them. The alarm, however, and apprehension of 
the inhabitants for their own safety, had net 
subsided ; and calculating that their town wonld 
undergo a similar fate as Enniscortby, numbers 
prepared themselves hastily to leave the place, and 
get, with what effects they could bring, on board 
some ships, that were preparing to sail. A guard 
was employed to look to the fires, and to see that 
all should be extinguished in the night, lest the 
enemy, the croppies, as they termed them, would 
have the opportunity of firing the houses, as had 
happened to Enniscortby : the bakers were like- 
wise to be watched. The bodies of the officers who 
had tallen at Oulard, were brought in the same 
day, and tended greatly, with the cries of the 
women whose husbands had been slain, to dispirit 
the ganison, and the officers and men who had just 
arrived from Duncannon. 

Adeputation to waitonMessrs. Harvey, Coclougb 

and Fitzger^d, was thought to be of the first im- 

portance, and to propose to them, to proceed to the 

camp of the insurgents, and to negpciate terms of 
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accommodation forthe past, and prevail (if poasible) 
■with the people who were then assembled in vast 
bodies, to disperse and return to their homes. 
These intentions were communicated to Mr. Edward 
Hay, who was then at Wexford, and who, it was said , 
possessed extensive influence in the county, and 
might be instrumental to quell the insurrection, 
gaining strength and numbers every hour. 

A deputation, consisting of the principal lo3'ali8ts 
at Wexford, accompanied by Mr. Hay, proceeded 
to the gaol, to have an interview with the above 
gentlemenprisonerSiWithwhom they now consulted 
on the alarming state of the country, the tendency 
and object of the insurrection, and to discover if 
they would undertake to allay and tranquillize the 
minds of the people, who, though roused to despera- 
tioQ, and implicated in the commission of every 
crime consequent on civil war, might be appeased 
and prevailed upon to disperse. 

The character of the undertaking seemed to all 
present, most startling and arduous ; however, 
seeing that all eyes were turned to them, and sup- 
posing that a refusal to act, would involve them in 
the danger of both life and reputation, they con- 
sented to become mediators between the people 
and the government. Notwithstanding the vast 
benefits and good which the loyalists imagined 
would arise from the active interference of Messrs. 
Coclough, Fitzgerald, and Harvey, the authorities 
at Wexford bpund them in heavy sums, backed by 



Cocglc 



THE BESELLION. 121 

securities to a large amount, viz. that they vould 
abide their trials, the ensuiDg assizes, for the crimes 
that had heen sworn against them, and for which 
they were then imprisoned. 

Messrs. Coclough and Fitzgerald were enlarged, 
in order to undertake the difficnlt task that wa^ * 
proposed to them, but Mr. Harvey was retained, 
as a collateral security for their return from Ennis- 
cortby. 

These two gentlemen then proceeded to the 
camp of the United men on Vinegar-hill, where 
they were welcomed by the whole body of insnr- 
gents, in the most enthusiastic manner: the shouts 
of the people upon their arrival, rent the air, and 
reached the country parts, within ten or twelve 
miles of Enniscorthy. The cause of these loud 
and continaed shouts being unknown, many who 
were proceeding homeward, returned to know the 
cause, and this influenced numbers to remain among 
the ranks. Mr. Fitzgerald was retained, but Mr. 
Coclougb was sent expressly by the insurgents, to 
announce to the army in 'Wexford, that they would 
proceed directly to that town, and take vengeance 
against their oppressors. 

On his return to Wesford, from the camp of the 
insurgents on Vinegar-hill, Mr. Coclough'bad an 
interview, at the bull-ring of the town, with most 
of the officers and loyalists, at whose solicitation 
and request, he went forward from his prison to 
the people, and prevul with them to 
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abandon their leaders, and retura to their homes 
and families. Mr. C. used no flattery or dis- 
simulation : he informed them, that before he set 
oat, that he was well aware that little good conld 
be produced from hig mterference or influence ; 
that be was desired by the people on Vinegar-hill, 
to let the gentry and officers at Wexford under- 
stand, that nothing would prevent them Irom 
marching to the attack of Wexford. He then 
begged to understand whether he should return to 
prison, or be permitted to visit his family, who 
were in the deepest affliction since his arrest ; 
leave was then given him to return home, and 
was besought to influence his oeigbboors, at least, 
not to rise. 

The alarm produced by the information of the 
people being determined to proceed against the 
army imd yeomen, and take ample vengeance 
agiunst their persecutors, roused the inhabitants 
either to arm themselves, and assist in defending 
the town, or get themselves and families on board 
some ships in the harbour, which were in great 
requisition, to escape from the impending conflict, 
and desolation. 

In a short time, the town appeared to be deserted 
by the' inhabitants ; the shops were closed, and all ■ 
business suspended. In the mean time, news was 
brought by two yeomen, who were returning from 
Wexford to Taghmon, that they saw the advanced 
guard of the insurgents moving forwu^, and 
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withiD about four miles of the town : however, 
the same night they encamped on the Three Bocks, 
the end of the low ridge of the Mountain of Forth, 
and abont three miles distant from Wexford. 

General Fawcett having ordered his forces to 
follow, set ont alone from Duncannon Fort, on the 
evening of the 39th, and stopped at Taghmon, 
where he lajr down to rest, until hia advanced 
guard might arrive. Captain Adams of the Meath 
militia, with 70 men of his regiment, and Lieut. 
Birch of the Artillery, with two howitzers, arrived 
from Duncannon Fort, in the course of the night, 
at Taghmon, where, not finding, as they expected, 
either the 13th regiment, or Meath militia, and 
not knowing anything of the General, they marched, 
after a short halt, for Wexford, apprehending no 
kind of interruption. They had already ascended 
the road along the side of the mountain of Forth, 
when perceived by the outposts of the insurgents, 
who poured down upon them with such rapidity, 
that they were in a few moments cut off, except 
Ensign Wade and sixteen privates, who were taken 
prisoners. The magazine was blown up in the 
conflict ; and the howitzers were rendered, by this 
accident, of little use to the victors. General 
Fawcett, on getting out of bed, having learned the 
fote of his advanced-guard, ordered the 13th, and 
the other troops which had arrived at the time, to 
retreat to Duncannon Fort, whither be himself also 
retreated. 
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A delusive hope prevailed in Wexford, that 
General Fawcett would meet the rebels (as they 
called them) and keep them at bay, now that he 
was expected to be hastening from Duncannou 
Fort, to their relief :numen) us bodiesof countrymen, 
however, being seen assembling on the high grounds 
over Ferry-bank, gave additional alarm, and this 
caused the officers in the town, to determine upon 
mE^mg a sally to repel them. For this end, 
Colonel Maxwell, at the head of two hundred of 
the Donegal militia, (leaving the North Corks to 
guard the barracks,) being strengtbeued by five 
corps of yeomen cavalry, and Colonel Watson with 
his Shilmaliers, marched out to meet the insurgents. 
They advanced as far as Belmont, when Colonel 
Watson, eager to reconnoitre their force, and pro- 
ceediQg farther than prudence would point out, 
was shot by one of the out-posts. A retreat of 
the troops into Wexford quickly followed, and a 
council of war was immediately assembled, when 
it was decided upon, that the town should be 
evacuated. 

Now real constematiou, gloom, and despondency 
were diffused on all sides ; no one trusted to a 
neighbour in expressing an opinion, lest they 
would be betrayed to the insurgents, for being 
hostile to them, as it appeared an inevitable con- 
sequence in evacuating the town, that the will of 
the people would be soon the supreme law in Wex- 
ford, when they would be masters of the place. 
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Mr. Harvey, who was still a prisoner, was watted 
npoQ by several Magistrates, and Colonels Colville 
and Foote, of the 13tti regiment, and the North 
Corks, and after commenting on tbe alarming 
slateof things inWexford, and the country around, 
was prevailed on to write the following letter to 
the insurgents encamped on the Three Rocks : 

'■ I have been treaUd in prison with all possible hamanitj. 
and am now at liberty. I hare procured the liberty of all tbe 
prisoaers. If ;on pretend to christian charit]', do not commit 
massacre, or bum the property of the inhabitants, and spare 
jour prisoners' lives. 

"B. B. HABVEY. 

" Wednudag, 30tA Mag, 1798." 

This letter was given to a Mr. Doyle, yeoman 
in J. Grogan's corps, to be conveyed to the insur- 
gent army on the Three Rocks : from his being a 
Catholic, a diffidence in his fidelity was expressed 
by some members of tbe corps, and be therefore 
declined to be the bearer of it. Counsellor 
Richards, with his brother, Loftus Richards, then 
proceeded with this document from Mr. Haney. 
The Messrs. Richards went forward to the camp 
of the people on the Three Rocks : the proposal 
which they carried for surrendering the town, 
would not be listened to, without giving up tbe 
arms and ammunition ; and two of tbe party were 
sent back to make the demand, and another kept 
as an hostage for its fulfilment. While this treaty 
was going on upon the Rocks, tbe military of every 
grade, officers and privates, made a precipitate 
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and shameful retreat out of Wexford — Bome of 
them assuming the garb and covering of women — 
others changing their uniforms for any coloured 
clothes that they could pick up or make out 

Nothing now remained to impede the people 
from becoming entire masters of Wexford, and 
they entered itexultingly, crying out, and huzztung, 
that their oppressors had fled like true cowards, 
and regretted that they had not awaited the issue 
of a battle, as in (hat case, they might witness 
many of their foes to have fallen, and the rest to 
be driven out and forced to fly. The first act the 
people did, after entering the town, was to release 
the prisoners, and it was universally declared, that 
Mr. Harvey should now become their leader. The 
influx of the people, and their numbers, exceeded 
all calculation ; and as Mr. Edward Hay, who was 
an eye witness to the scene, observes in his history, 
" nobody knew where the half of them came from." 
The disappointment in not having performed 
what the people on the Three Rocka required to 
be done, viz., to surrender the arms and ammunition 
in "Wexford, roused them almost to desperation: 
they upbraided the inhabitants of the town with 
treason to the public cause, and it was with diffi- 
culty they were restrained from setting every house 
in it on fire : their leaders had much difliculty in 
allaying their threats, and preventing the total 
destruction of the place. All the boats in the 
harbour were speedily manned, to proceed to the 
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ships about to sail, and bring back the people <m 
board, and to make a general Bearcbfor arms, &c., 
which might have been secreted by those who were 
endeavouring to escape. Two vessels had actually 
sailed for the coast of Wales, but all, except these 
two, were hauled and brought back to the quays. 
The entire quantity of gun powder which the in- 
surgents discovered in the town, consisted only of 
three barrels found in the barracks, and some pounds 
got among the shopkeepers and private &milies. 

On this occasion, terrible scenes of tnmult and 
confusion prevailed, in every street, and on the 
quays. According to Mr. Hay's narn^ve, who 
was himself among those brought back, from getting 
off in a ship, the Orangemen, or such as were 
obnoxious to the people, were piked on landing, 
and among the names, he mentions Boyd and 
Sparrow ; in his endeavours to save the latter, he 
himself escaped with difficulty tcom the fury of the 
populace. Threats to pot every man to death, 
who would not join in the general cause, were 
vehemently and incessantly uttered ; therefore 
there was no lenity for any man who seemed tardy 
or reluctant to embody himself among the ranks. 

The intensity of the alarm among the troops, 
which were retreating from Wexford, is clearly 
proved by the following circumstance. A part of 
the North Cork militia, commanded by Captain 
Snowe, and the Wexford yeomen cavalry under 
Captain Boyd, Whose brother was put to death by 
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the infuriate multitude at Wexford, met apon 
their route, Mr. and Mrs. Coclough travelling in 
a gig : th eir horse in an instant was wheeled about 
by these soldiers, and they were forced to travel 
on in company : graupes of people appearing in 
many places on the higher grounds, Mr. C. was 
made by these brave soldiers to wave his hat, and 
signify to them to keep oS*, whereas he and his 
lady were threatened with instant death, if any 
attack were made. Oa their arriving at the Scar, 
BarrystowD, they met several of the Wexford 
gentry flying, some to Duncaonon Fort, others to 
"Waterford, in order to get off to England; many 
of them acknowledged to Mr. C, that they coald 
never return to their country, for having acted bo 
tyrannically over the people, whose cause, they 
said, would cMtainly triumph throughout the 
kingdom : theiDsurrection in all the other counties, 
they then thought, must be triumphant. Colonel 
Colville of the 13th regiment, was the last who left 
Wexford, with part of his men ; their route was 
marked with indiscriminate murder ; two men, 
whom they found with arms, being apart from the 
body of the people, were hurried away, and shot 
at Maglass, where the Roman Catholic chapel 
and other houses were burnt by these retreating 
soldiers. 

Several women and children were butchered by 
that merciless regiment, as they marched along : 
the first troops that proceeded from Wexford, 
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haviDg passed without firing on the people, the 
credulous multitude imagined, that all the axmj 
would act as they had done ; and therefore it 
happened, that devastation and murder followed 
in the train of the 13th, under Colonel Colville. 
Many of the soldiers having lagged behind in 
their endeavours to drag their wives and children 
along, were put to death by the country people, in 
revenge for the escesses committed by the army 
that had just passed ; their children and women, 
however, were always spared by the insurgents. 
The tide at the Scar being too high, when the 
troops were retreating, to cross, and thereby 
shorten their march to Duncannon Fort, they 
were forced to proceed by a circuitous route, 
whereby they all suffered excessive fatigue, uid 
many of their stragglers were killed 

The popular rage for punishing all who had 
been remarkable for their former enmity to the 
people, produced great excesses among the insur- 
gents : houses belonging to any of these characters 
were mercilessly plundered, and their owners 
sought for, to be dealt with, according to their 
crimes. The influence of those who were de- 
nominated leaders^ had no weight in saving such 
men from popular taiy, except they were backed 
<by good accounts from the neighbourhood where 
they had resided. A Mr. Turner was denounced 
as a cruel man, and neither Harvey, Hay, nor 
Fitzgerald, could prevail to mitigate their threate 



Cocglc 



136 HIBTORY OF 

against him : the only thing which they were able 
to do in his favour, was, to send him to gaol, until 
he should be tried by the people. 

These outrages induced several to surrender 
themselves, in order to be sent to gaol, in hopes 
of greater security, as well as it influenced many 
to prefer remaining in confinement, in hopes that 
they would be safe for a while, from the resentment 
of their neighbours. On May 31, so great was 
the influx of prisoners brought in by the country 
people, irom various parts around Wexford, that 
the gaol was absolutely crowded. However, many 
were subsequently released, when their characters 
were more fully developed, as a good certiflcate 
from the district where tbey had lived, would he 
a guarantee against popular revenge : and necessity, 
irom the crowded state of the prison, obliged their 
accusers to permit them to be enlarged. Several 
who had been numbered amongst the loyal ones, 
before the insurrection broke out, were allowed to 
join the ranks of the insurgents. 

As soon as the people, who had moved in two 
divisions out of Wexford, were encamped, a party 
wasformedinthetown,to superintend the collection 
of provisions, and every thing requisite to supply 
their wants: contributions were leried on the 
merebants and shopkeepere; but these exactions 
were not regulated by just proportions : they were 
more lenient to some, particularly to those who 
had the name of being well disposed to the people. 
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while others of a contrary character were almost 
plundered of all tbey possessed, to vupply the 
camps. Leather and spirits were in great re- 
qaisition ; the provisions were too profusely dis- 
tributed in the commencement, and a dearth of 
them wasBerionsly apprehended. However economy 
began to be observed, and by this, no family 
was found to be neglected or forgotten in the dis- 
tribution. 

Captain Ket^h was appointed military cchu- 
mander in Wexftird, which was now divided into 
wards, each of which had a company of men, 
armed with guns and pikes, as they could [ovcare 
them, and these appointed their own officers. 
There was a regular parade on the Gustom-House 
Quay every morning and evening ; guards were 
struck off and relieved, and a pass-word and coun- 
tersign regularly given out. The insurrection had 
by this time become so general in all parts of the 
county forsaken by the military, that even the 
inhabitants of the baronies of Forth and Bargay 
thought it incumbent on them to show their dis- 
position, and appear in Wexford — in short, every 
person remaining in the county, thought it beet at 
this period to come forward and make common 
cause with the insurgents. The inhabitants of the 
last named baronies, however, being a race of 
men of peaceful and industrious habits, and not 
having experieiLced the persecutions practised in 
other districts, were not easily excited to commit 
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such act3 of outrage, as took place in otLer 
quarters ; but they were at length terribly alarmed 
and roused to resistance, by the cruel and merciless 
conduct of the military, in their flight from Wex- 
ford ; even then, their determination of vengeance 
appeared to be solely directed against the body 
which hAA perpetrated the injuries inflicted upon 
the people. 

A vast assemblage now, Irom these last mentioned 
baronies, marched for Wexford, and in their route, 
halted at Johnstown Castle, the seat of Mr. 
Cornelius G-rogan, for whom a party was des- 
patched to bring him out, and oblige him to join 
them. This gentleman, who was in his 70th year, 
was constrained to accommodate himself to the 
crazy temper of the times, and being ill of the 
gout, he was placed on horse-back, and marched 
with many thousands of foot and horse. On their 
entrance into the town, and defiling through the 
streets, not many pikes were to be seen, so little 
preparation prevailed in the baronies of Forth and 
Bargay for a general plEm of insurrection, as was 
the caae in Eildare, &c. Vast numbers of the 
Wexford insurgents, were in the beginning, armed 
with spits, pi tch-fork8,&c." Furor armaministrat:" 
Their rage supplied them with arms. All the 
forges in both town and country were put into 
operation, and quantities of pikes and handles 
were fabricated. Green cockades, sashes, banners, 
&c. &c., were now eagerly worn and carried by 
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all the ranks of the United men of Wexford." 
Foor oyster-boats were fitted out in the harbour, 
and each manned with twenty-five men, to cruise 
outside the bay ; these, from time to time, brought 
several vessels laden with cats, potatoes, and dif- 
ferent other kinds of provisions, which became 
very seasonable supplies for the town, which was 
likely to suffer great distress, as the conntry people 
were either intimidated, or not inctiued to bring 
provisions to market, for sate. 

Three old pieces of cannon were brought down, 
and mounted on the fort of Rostare, situate at the 
entrance of the harbour, to prevent any sloops of 
war from passing, such armed vessels only being 
capable of getting into the harbour of Wexford : 
four old sloops were ready to be scuttled am) sunk 
in the channel, to prevent any armed vessels of 
that kind, in the event of escapmg the fort, from 
approaching the town. 

Money seemed to have vanished, during the in- 
surrection, as no person was willing to admit, that 
he possessed any other but bank notes, which were, 

' According to the reports of the secret committee for inres- 
tigating the plana and purposes of the United Irishmen, after 
the arrest at OUver Bond's, 12th March, '98, there was no 
return discoTerable from the Cotmtj of Weiford. Therefore, 
it must be admitted by all, that Weiford conntj was literallj 
goaded into the rebellion. 

" Qnos ego, led motoa prteatat componere fiuctns :" Which 
I (said Pitt) tkatl pujiisA, but 'tis better to alia; the disturbed 
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at the moment, of so litlte value, tb&t people w«re 
indifferent whether to retain them or pam them off, 
for any sort oi" goods. Some ebopkeepers, in various 
parts of the kingdom, were-known to have amassed 
money, by selling their goods for bank notes, saeh 
was the desire of the people to get rid of their 
paper-currency. Butt«r was selling, daring these 
days of trouble, in Wexford market for 2d ^ lb, 
and buteher's meat of any kind for one penny. The 
necessity for the usual supplies in market, was, in 
a great measure, superseded by the committee ap- 
pointed to look to the people's wants, aspar^alar 
care had been taken, that no person or family 
should be forgotten, or suffered to want the neees- 
saries of life. Tickets were fbmished to all, indis- 
criminately,* who applied, and in no instance was 
anyomission evinced towards familiesor individuals. 
The bread was unavoidably bad, in cc»isequence 
of the difficulty to obtain fresh flour, or any further 
supply by either sea or laud. 

In the country, the people formed themselves 
generally into parish divisions, and each division 
elected its own oSicers. All persons capable of 
carrying arms, were to attend the camps, on being 
furnished with pikes or guns, els either could be 
best procured ; some on foot and others on horse- 

* The wirea or children of the perHoiUvra of thfii pmpis 
were as tree from insult as on; ot^ece { and it la an iudouhtable 
fact, that men abst^ned throughout the connty, &ora every 
illicit intercourse with, or offering aaj violence to femalM. 
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back, as they could best accommodate themselves. 
Most persons were desirous of wearing ornaments 
ofvariouskinds, particularly green; handkerchiefs 
of that colour, sashes, bat-bands, and feathers, were 
all worn (so iar as they could be obtained) by the 
insurgent army of Wexford. Their banners were 
also principally of green, but where there was no 
opportunity of having that, a blue, yellow, or any 
other colour (with the exception of orange) was 
substituted. Ladies were actively employed in 
decorating the flags with fanciful devices, whereby 
several among them removed the bad impressions, 
caused by their friends, and thereby recovered the 
good opinion of the people, who are easily won by 
acts of condescension and politeness ; thus, during 
the short-lived triumph of the insurrection, in the 
county of Wexford, popular approbation was 
anxiously sought after, by every rank in the 
community. 

Numerous murders were committed by the 
yeomen cavalry in the northern part of the county, 
on Sunday, May 27, '98, whereas it being Whit- 
Sunday, and the people scattered in going to the 
chapels, they became easy victims, for the yeomen 
to shoot and murder, without distinction. They 
were said to have shot several at their doors, to 
whom they called out, "Comeforwardandaccount 
for yourselves.'' Some lame and decrepid men 
were also butchered in the same way. 

At Gorey great excesses and murders were 
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perpetrated : eleven men were taken oat of their 
beds, within one mile of the town, and were shot in 
the street ; they were left for dead, but Providence 
so ordered it, that six of them were brought about 
so as to recover: the same morning that this 
occurred, the military, consisting of some of the 
North Cork and Antrim militia, besides some 
yeomanry corps, abandoned Gorey, at 5 o'clock 
A.u. so great was ihe general consternation, when 
the news from Oulard arrived, that the troops had 
been cut up ; every loyalist, men, women, and 
children, fled to Arklow for safety. This abandon- 
ment of that town took place on the morning of 
the 28th, and strange to be related, it was neither 
taken or plundered by the insurgents ; and those 
who ran away and left properties after them, 
found their bouses and effects uninjured, when 
they returned on the 31st. 

On the 1st of June, a strong force of insurgents 
proceeded to attack Newtown-Barry, or as it was 
sometimes called, Bunelody; they were none of 
those who had been encamped on Vinegar-hill, 
Taghmon, or Carrigrew, therefore their defeat 
was ascribed to a want of good leadem. That town 
was defended by Colonel L'Estrange of the King's 
County militia, and the yeomanry belonging to the 
place. The attack was desperate, and so far 
succeeded in one part of the town, as to drive the 
military from the wert side ; but being under the 
control of no efficient leader, they commenced to 
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plnnderanddrink.* Hadthejpursaedtbesoldffiry 
over the river, and availed themselves of the 
advantage already gained, the success of &e people 
in their attack vonld have been complete. Many 
pf these King's County militia-men, would, (it is 
said) have turned trom their officers and jc4ned 
the inaurgents. This supposition was not ground- 
less: whereas, deep disaffection pervaded, the tanks 
of the King's County regiment, in the summer of 
'97, when the northern deputation from the United 
men of Ulster, waited on the Leinster Executive, 
and proposed an immediate rising. It has been 
already introduced, that proposals were made by 
some Serjeants, from Laughlinstown camp, who 
had themselves introduced to some of the highest 
among the United Irishmen, that they would 
undertake to seize upon the barracks and castle, 
without the aid of a citizen. This overture made 
by pari of the Kings County militia and others, 
was revised, and, as has been said, deeply regretted 
by Lord Edward. Although, however, that dis- 
loyalty was to be deeply found in that regiment, 
one of their officers, viz. C^tain Armstrong, and 
his perfidious colleague Beynolds, saved the country 

* The effect produced b; this plottdertind inebriet;, aridng 
from their momentBrj socces*, terminated fatally to mnaj of 
the Bnnclody men. The troops seeing themselTes not pursued, 
rallied and returned : several were killed in a state of drnn- 
kranesa, aad otbera fatgwi bj the yeooMn cKTalr;. and «ut 
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from falling into tbe hands of the United Irishmen. 
The motives which led this noble pair to render 
such services to the government, are well known 
to those who still participate in the fruit of their 
doings. " Auri sacra fames, quid non mortatia 
pectora cogis?" "Thou accursed thirst for gold, 
what crimes will not he effected by thy force and 
iniluence ?" 

On the ?d of June, as one of the armed oyster 
boats already noticed, was cruising outside the 
harbour of Wexford, she fell in with a boat from 
Arklow, which upon being hailed, came to, and 
was taken. On board this vessel were three officers 
of the North Cork militia. Lord Kingsborough, 
the Colonel, CaptainO'Hea,andLieutenantBourke, 
who were accordingly made prisoners. This noble- 
man, and these his officers, were in Dublin, when 
informed of the defeat of part of their regiment, at 
On lard, as before stated, and immediately parposed 
to join it. For this object, they proceeded by land 
to Arklow ; there finding that the insurrection was 
more formidable than they could have imagined, 
they hired a boat to cany them to Wexford, not 
conceiving it possible, that it had been abandoned, 
and then in the' hands of the insurgents. They 
were taken, therefore, at their entrance into the 
harbour, and conducted, without any person in 
town being previously informed of the fact, to the 
bouse of Captain Keogh, then the acknowledged 
military commander of the town. Here his lordship 
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sad the two officers made prisoners with him, were 
entertained for some days, before the people ex- 
pressed any dissatisfaction, or apprehension, that 
they might be enabled to escape: but these de- 
monstrations of popular distrust, being made 
known, they were conveyed to a house in the Bull- 
ring, near the main guard-house, where sentinels 
were posted inside and outside; and there they 
continued, under these measures of precaution, 
until the subsequent surrender of the town, to 
his Lordship himself, as an officer in the king's 
service. 

The people of the barony of Forth, having by 
this time sufficiently equipped themselves with 
pikes, joined the encampment now formed on the 
hill of Carrickbyme, whither, it must be observed, 
the insurgents of the camp near Taghmon, bad 
shifted on the 1st of June. A small party Irom 
Wexford also, denominated the Faith-corps, joined 
the encampment gn Carrigrew. 

The committee of general regulation, appointed 
in Wexford, as hitherto noticed, prevailed on Mr. 
Harvey to issne orders, that the Protestant church 
in Wexford, should he opened upon the sabbath, 
and prayers to be observed as before the insurrec- 
tion; the chief motive of this, was, to remove all 
apprehension from the minds of the Protestants, 
that a discontinuance of their religious practices, 
was to be hereafter established ; and» that, as 
many of this persuasion had already joined the 
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ranks of the people, they might find that those of 
their own tenets were to experience the same 
protection and countenance from the laws of the 
people, as Catholics ; besides that, it was not a 
religious war, but one for universal freedom. 

The military stationed at Gorey, made constant 
excursions, in the course of which, they plundered 
and burned several houses, and all stragglers whom 
they met with, were put to death without mercy. 
At this time reinforcements were crowding into 
Gorey ; June 3rd, General Loflus arrived with 
fifteen hundred men under his command ; likewise 
Colonel Walpole from Camew, from whence he 
frequently proceeded to reconnoitre the camp at 
Carrigrew. With these and other troops from 
Carnew and Newtown-Barry, it was decided upon 
to attack the insurgents, whose total defeat (it 
was believed at Gorey) would be eflected by so 
numerous a force, as was then prepared to co- 
operate. 

The army from Gorey marched at the time 
fixed upon, and moved in two divisions. The one 
under General LoPtus took route towards Bally- 
carnew, whUe the other, commanded by Colonel 
Walpole, proceeded by the Camolin road, to com- 
mence their preconcerted attack on Carrigrew. 
The insurgents had, however, quitted this post, 
and were in full march towards Gorey, when they 
suddenly and unawares, fell in with the body of 
troops under Colonel Walpole, at a place called 
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Tabbemeering. The meeting was equally un- 
expected on both sides, and this circumstance, no 
less true than extraordinary, neither party having 
any scouts, produced an instantaneous and con- 
fused action, in which Colonel Walpole was killed 
in a few minutes after its commencement, and his 
troops immediately gave way, and fled in the 
utmost precipitation and disorder, leaving the 
victors in the possession of three pieces of cannon, 
two six pounders, and one of inferior size. The 
fate of this action was so quickly decided, as to 
allow General Loftus not the smallest opportunity, 
of affording the troops under Colonel Walpole any 
assistance. The loss of the mihtary, in killed 
and wounded, was considerable ; besides Captain 
M'Manus, Lieutenant Hogg, and Ensign Barry 
of the Antrim militia, with many privates, taken 
prisoners. The rest, in their precipitate retreat, 
were pursued by the insurgents, to a considerable 
distance ; they reached Gorey at length, where 
they were determined to put the prisoners to 
death: here their tragical purpose would have 
been carried into eflfect, but for the alarm they 
were under, that the insurgents might be upon 
them, as they had already pursued them from the 
scene of action : they then precipitately proceeded 
to ArkloWgWhen ahasty council of war was called, 
where it was decided upon to evacuate that town 
likewise. So panic-struck were many among the 
military, that they did not cease to travel until 
they reached Dublin. 

C'>"8l'^ 
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General Loftns, duriog this sudden battle of 
Tubberaeering, when he heard the noise of the 
cannon and musketry, was not able to cross the 
country, to the place where the engagement was 
going on, and was forced to proceed round the road : 
there he saw hia friend Walpole lying among the 
slain. This sight, so unexpected and disastrous, 
filled him with dismay ; he proceeded now, from 
where the battle was fought, towards Gorey, but 
here he met another sudden and unexpected cause 
of alarm ; the insurgents moved the cannon they 
had taken, to the hill of Gorey, which commands 
the whole view of that town, and sainted our brave 
General Loftus with a few discbai^es ; this made 
him adopt the otore prudent plmi, which was, to 
march on to Camew, and &om thence to Tullow. 
The troops tbat had proceeded Irom Carnew in the 
morning, to co-operate in the intended general 
attack on the insurgents at Carrigrew, did not re- 
turn upon hearing of the defeat, but made their 
route to Newtown-Barry, in conjunction with those 
of that town, whom they met with, being upon 
their march likewise for Carrigrew. 

The insurgents were now complete masters of 
the whole of the County of Wexford, except the 
Fort of Duncannon, the towns of Ross and New- 
town-Barry, and were at perfect liberty, if they 
pursued their advantages, to seize upon Carnew ; 
from thence (if Arklow were once in their posses- 
sion,) they would have been enabled to march 
against the capital itself. 
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The want of ammunition in Wexford, which was 
head-quarters, and from whence all the supplies 
necessary for the camps were forwarded, retarded 
the operations of the insurgent army : an unex- 
pected relief of gunpowder was obtained by the 
following incident A Guinea cutter having struck 
against the banks of Blackwater, unshipped her 
rudder, outside the bay of "Wexford, where she 
cast anchor ; and the captain on entering the 
harbour to get it repaired, was met by one of the 
cruising boats: the vessel was accordingly seized, 
and brought in as a prize. She was an attendant 
on a Guinea-man, sailed from Liverpool a few days 
before, and had not yet received her small arms 
on board : she had three barrels of gunpowder, 
without which the insurgent would have been 
totally destitute of that article, as the three barrels 
they found in Wexford barracks, besides a few 
hundred cartridges, some small casks, and odd 
pounds got in shops and private families, were 
entirely expended. 

History cannot furnish a parallel to the insur- 
rection of '98, in which so much of personal valour 
and achievement, was performed, as in the county 
of Wexford. A people without leaders, without 
discipline, and wholly without the munitions of 
war, to have fought whole armies commanded by 
experienced generals, and provided as the English 
troops were, with all the requisites of men, money, 
and provisions, &c. stands an imperishable monn- 
N 2 
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ment of Wexfordiaa heroism. The gunsmeu were 
rarely known, after any of thoir battles, when a 
retreat became unavoidable, to have in their posses- 
sion a single charge ; all their powder and ball 
were spent before they thought of retreating, and 
then with regret, that they had not means to fight 
the enemy longer. " Una salus victis, nullam 
sperare salutem." The only safety for the van- 
quished, is to expect no quarter. This principle 
of heroism, might be said to have actuated the 
general body of insurgents, throughout the county 
of Wexford, in the disastrous year of '98, 

Although most of the Irish people can seldom 
indulge in the luxury of eating meat, still, during 
the triumphant period of the insurrection, that 
article was abundantly supplied to the insurgents. 
No relaxation to provide for the camps, was 
manifested ; the committee sent to all the neigh- 
bouring farmers, having sheep or other stock, to 
supply their quotas of provision, for the use of the 
United army : a compliance with the mandate 
being imperative, every article ordered was for- 
warded to head- quarters. 

In all histories it is admitted, that in civil com- 
motions, when the laws had been suspended, and 
the will of the multitude prevailed, innumerable 
excesses have been committed against persons and 
property. Throughout various localities of the 
county of Wexford, marauders and self-consti- 
tuted commissaries harassed the inhabitants, and 
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demanded various articles in the name of the peo- 
ple, whose wants (they said) must be supplied. In- 
stances however were frequent, that those who gave 
annoyance in that way, and infested the country 
parts with fraudulent demands, were seized, brought 
to Vinegw-hill, or the other camps, ajid punished. 
The following proclamation, issued by General 
£dward Roche, furnishes an irrefragable document, 
that the United army of Wexford contemplated to 
establish the liberty of their country on the solid 
basis of universal freedom, and so far from coun- 
tenancing projects favourable to those only of the 
Catholic faith, their calculations embraced the ad- 
mission of pll sects and denominations of Irishmen ; 
many of the opposite persuasion, viz. Protestants, 
composing a part of their army, were deemed as 
efficient soldiers, and equally disposed to accom- 
plish the intentions of Greneral Roche, as if they 
professed his own religion and tenets. 

"TO the" people of ibelahd. 

" COONTBtMBN AMD FBLLOW-SOLDIEBB, — 

"Your patriotic exertionaia the OBoae of jonrcanntrj, h&re 
liitlierto exceeded yoar moat aanguine expectations, and in a 
short time, most ultimatelj be crowned with ancoess- Liberty 
has raised her drooping- head : thousands daily flock to her 
Etandard : the voice of her ohildren every where prevails. 
Let as then, in the inoment of triumph, return thanks to tlie 
Almighty ruler of the universe, that a total stop has been put 
to those sanguinary measures, which of late were but too often 
resorted to bj the creatures of Government, to keep the 
people in slavery. Nothing now, my conntrymen, appears 
necessary to secure the victories you have already won, but 
an implicit obedience to the commands of your chiefs ; for, 
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through a want of proper subordmatioii and discipline, all 
ma; be endangered. 

" At this evantful period, all Europe muat admire, and 
posterity will read with astooiahment, the heroic acts achieved 
b; people strangers to military tactics, and having few pro- 
fessional commanders : bnt what power can reust men fighting 
for liberty 1 

" In the moment of triumph, mj comitrjmen, let not jour 
victories be tarnished with any wanton acts of eraelty ; manj 
of those unfortunate men now in prison, were not your 
enemies from principle ; most of tbem compelled by necessity, 
were obliged to oppose you : neither let a difference in religious 
sentiments, cause a difference among tbe people. Refer to 
the debates in tbe Irish House of Lords, on the lOth of 
February last ; yon will there see a patriotic and enlightened 
Protestant Bishop (Down.) and many lay Lords, with mial; 
eloquence, pleading for Catbalic emancipation and parlia- 
mentary reform, in opposition to tbe baugbty Arguments of 
the Lord Chancellor, and the powerful opposition of bis fellow 



" To promote a union of brotberbood and affection among 
onr couDtrymen of alt religious persuasions, has been our 
principal object : we have sworn in the most solemn manner — 
have associated for this laudable purpose, and no power on 
earth shall shake our resolution. 

" To my Protestant eoldiers I feel much bdebted, for theur 
gallant behaviour in the field, where they exhibited signal 
proofs of bravery in the cause, 

" EDWARD ROCHE. 

" Wexford, Jvne 7, 1798." 

The peace and quietness existing in the town of 
Wexford during the insurrection, {while in pos- 
session of the people,) was very remarkablis, except 
on the occasional visits of commissaries from the 
camps. At night the inhabitants retired early to 
rest, and the utmost regularity of conduct and 
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peaceable behaviour were observed. Tbe weather 
wafl remarkably warm and serene, and tbe pbysi- 
cians in town apprehended a contagions gaol fever 
from tbe numbers in confinement. Among the 
several expedients to remedy this evil, it was 
suggested, to make the church a lodgment for 
prisoners, being considered a healthy and eligible 
situation, aai then deserted by the Protestants as 
their place of worship ; but this scheme was warmly 
and efiectually opposed by the principal Catholics, 
as it might be deemed disrespectful to the seat of 
the Protestant worship, while those of tbe latter 
persuasion were eager and urgent to have it so 
occupied, in order, as they said, to thin the crowds 
confined in the common prison. As a substitute 
for this disappointment, the assembly room was 
thea resorted to, and fifiy of tbe prisoners were 
confined there, while 24 of the principal gentlemen 
were sent on board a sloop in the harbour, which 
bad been fitted out for that purpose. Another 
sloop bad been also intended for tbe same object, 
but was condemned as an unfit prison for human 
beings. 

The deep odinm and abhorrence that were in 
the mouths of all the ranks against several indi- 
viduals, caused tbe following proclamation to be 
issued in the name of the people. This marks 
with peculiar emphasis, the character of the inj ured 
Irishman ; wrongs inflicted live long in the memory 
of the sufferer. " Injuria lata non moritur." 



■' Coogic 



HISTORY OF 



" FBOCLAHATION 

" Whereas it stands manifestly notorious, tbat James Bojd, 
Hawtre; White, Huater Gonan, and Archibald Hamilton 
Jacob, late magistrates of this Count;, have committed the 
moat horrid acts of cruelty, tiolenoe, and oppressloD, against 
our peaceable and well-disposed countrymen : now, we, the 
people associated and united for the purpose of procuring our 
just rights, and being determined to protect the persons and 
properties of those, of all religious persuasions, who have not 
oppressed, and are willing to join with ns heart and hand, in 
our glorious cause ; as well as to show our marked disappro- 
bation and horror of the crimes of the aboie delinquents, do 
call on our coontrymen at large, to ose esery exertion in their 
power, to apprehend the bodies of the aforesidd James Boyd, 
Hawtrey White, Hunter Gowan, and Archibald Hamilton 
' Jacob, and to secure and coUTey them to the gaol of Wexford, 
to be brought before the tribunal of the people. 

" Done at Wexford, this 9lh day of June, 1798. 

" God sate the People." 
An extraordinary scene of tumult was produced 
in Wexford, by the discovery of a pitched cap and 
an orange warrant or commission found in the 
barracks ; the purport of the writing was, the 
appointment of a sergeant of the North Corks, to 
establish an Orange lodge in the town. Numbers, 
in their excitement, ran to the barracks, and ex- 
claimed, that the colonel of that militia regiment, 
being now in their power, and having been the 
promoter of the exterminating system among them, 
must suffer death. During this tumult, the captain 
of the guard over Lord Kingsborough, though pre- 
vailed upon by Mr. Kdward Hay and other Catho- 
lics, not to give him up to the fury of the people, 
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took the opportunity of the hour of breakfast, to 
march him and bis officers to the quays, and put 
them CD board a condemned ship, allowing them 
some little straw to repose on. This drew together 
the entire of the respectable Catholics of the town, 
and upon their remonstrance with the captain of 
the guard, and the people, alleging it to be an 
infraction, of the terms granted to Lord Kings- 
borough and his officers, as soon as they had been 
made prisoners; they were brought out of the 
condemned hulk, and put once more into prison. 

On the 10th of June an attack was made by 
some gun boats, on Feathard,' where, after destroy- 
ing all the boats, mostly belonging to poor fisher- 
men, the crews set fire to and burned several 
houses. This occurrence, with some ships, seem- 
ingly of war, being seen off the coast, renewed 
the former opinion, that a landing and attack were 
intended, in the southern part of the county. 
Small camps of observation were therefore formed 
at Came and Rastoonstown, to he attended by all 
the married men of the neighbourhood ; these it 
was supposed, would prove more watchful for the 
protection of their wives and families, by obviating 
any sudden emergency ; while all the bachelors 

* Feathard stands on the west side of Ballytet^e Bay, and 

was a borough when Ireland had her own Parliament : it was 
near this that StroDgbow landed in 1171. " Hie parat insidias 
oTibns gnla feeda luporum." Here the destruction of tiie 
flocka is plotted b; Toraciona nolres from Britain. 
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■ fit for actual service, were ordered to attend at 
Lackea-hill. In Wexford, attempts were made to 
manufacture gunpowder, to supply the scarcity of 
that article, which, however, did not succeed, for 
though it would explode, yet it was with litfle 
force, or effect. 

Ah the insurgents had not a sufficiency of gun- 
powder to undertake any new attack, they remained 
inactive in their several encampments, for some 
days ; but in order to obtain a supply of that 
article, it was resolved to make an attack upon 
Borris, the seat of Mr. Kavanagb, in the county 
of Carlow, where it was thought, a great quantity 
of arms and ammunition bad been kept. A detach- 
ment accordingly proceeded from the camp on 
Vinegar-hill to that on Lacken-hill, where, receiv- 
ing a remforcement, the United party moved 
forward to the attack of Borris, where they arrived 
after a night's march, early on the morning of the 
12th. The cavalry stationed there, fled on the 
approach of the insurgents, but a pait of the 
Donegal Militia, who had taken up their quarters 
in the house, defended it with great bravery, keep- 
ing up a constant fire from the upper windows, and 
losing but one man in the course of the contest. 
The cannon the insni^ents brought with them, was 
too small, to have any effect upon the castle, as the 
only ball discharged by one of them, rebounded 
firom the wall ; and an attack from musketry, it 
was considered, would be ineffectual. As no hopes 
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remained now, of taking the mansion by assaalt 
or battery, considering the strength and tbickness 
of the wall, besides the lower windows were lately 
filled and stopped by strong mason-work ; the 
assailants then set the offices on fire, hoping 
thereby, that the garrison would sally out to save 
them ; but this manceuvre proving ineffectual, the 
Insurgents, after expending all their ammunition in 
useless efibrts, and after burning some houses in 
the village, returned to the County Wexford, and 
proceeded to the camps irom which they had been 
detached. 

The frightful scenes of devastation perpetrated 
by the army, in the country all around CMrick- 
byme, exhibited a melancholy picture : from the 
commanding situation of the camp on the Three 
Rocks, the general conflagration, which was as 
progressive as the march of the troops, was clearly 
perceivable. On the approach of the army, great 
numbers of countrymen, with their wives and 
children, and any little baggage they could hastily 
pack up, fled to Wexford, as to an asylum or 
place of refuge. Every house, with the exception 
of such as belonged to Orangemen, or loyal 
magistrates, which they were careful in discri- 
minating, was first plundered and then set on fire 
by the soldiers, as they proceeded in their work of 
destruction. 

Awful retaliations had prevailed by both parties, 
the troops and the people, since the battle of 
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EmiiscoTthy, as the lamentable and disastrous 
burning of ScuUabogne-barn, (in which at least 
one hundred lives had been sacrificed, by an en* 
raged and infuriate populace,) manifestly proved. 
Lord KingBborougb and his officers, as veil as 
the other prisoners, having sufficient cause to be 
alarmed for their own lives, (constant threats to 
put them to death, being incessantly echoed 
throughout the walls of the prison,) ca.me to a 
resolution of forwarding, through the hands of the 
insurgent officers, an appeal to the Lord Lieutenant, 
to implore his Excellency's authority and orders, 
that His Majesty's troops would abandon the san- 
guinary warfare which they had been pursuing, 
and not put to death indiscriminately, all who 
might fall into their hands ; whereas, similar 
punishment would be (it was feared) inflicted upon 
themselves, and all those in the hands of the 
insurgents. 

These intentions on the part of the prisoners, 
being communicated to Mr. Edward Hay, and 
other respectable Catholics who were in Wexford, 
and who were active in assuaging the people's 
wrath, in order to save the lives of the prisoners, 
a memorial to Government was drawn up by Lord 
Kingsborough ; this was committed to some officers 
from both parties ; and these having proceeded 
upon their important and dangerous mission, as 
fiu- as Enniscorthy, the effi)rt8 of all were defeated 
by the inflammatory conduct of a Captain Dixon, 
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on the side of the insurgenls, whose fury knew 
no bounds, and insisted that every prisooer, then 
in the people's power, should suffer death. 

The inhuman and boisterous purposes of Capt. 
Dixon, had a powerful and baneful effect. The 
multitude, ever eager to wreak their vengeance on 
the enemies of the people, demanded that their 
persecutors whom they had in prison, should be 
brought before a tribunal, appointed to try them, 
and to have them put to death for their crimes. 
During this fatal ferment, where blood was sought 
for, in retaliation of the sufferings inflicted both 
before and after the insurrection had broken out ; 
seven men were named, to sit in judgment upon 
them, and to acquit or condemn as they merited. 

Two Orangemen, whose names were Atkins and 
O'Connor, having turned informers against several 
of the prisoners, were usherd forth by Captain 
Dixon, as sufficient testimony to convict all upon 
their list : it was now vociferated, without regarding 
any formality of trial, that every man whom these 
two informers mentioned, should be put to death 
in a summary way, and accordingly, Kenneth 
Mathewson, one of those denounced, was called out 
and shot at the gaol door. Eighteen more were 
then brought out under a strong guard to the 
bridge, where, it was intended by Dixou, and his 
cruel associates, to put every man of them to 
death. The fate of the prisoners was quickly 
decided ; they were conducted to the bridge, and 
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the proceedings against them, vere speedily ended. 
It was asked, did any one know any good action 
of the intended victim, sufficient to save hb life ? 
If no answer were made, the mere assertion of any 
person that some deed against the people bad been 
committed, being considered as conclusive evidence 
of gnUt, immediate death was inflicted, by order 
of Dixon. 

Some, however, escaped with their lives, on the 
interference of persons stepping forward in their 
favour; a few were shot, but the greater number 
were piked with aggravated circumstance of bar- 
barity. All the bodies were thrown over the 
bridge, but neither stripped, nor their pockets 
rifled, which could not be believed, were it not 
that watches and money were found upon them, 
when their bodies were afl^rwarda discovered. 
The Rev. Mr. Corrin, who had been absent, the 
whole of the day, on parochial duty, had but just 
returned, when he was sent for by Mr. Kellett, 
then on his defence upon the bridge. The Rev. 
Mr, C. instantly proceeded to this scene of murder, 
where throwing himself on his knees, he requested 
that they would join him in prayer; and supplicated 
the Almighty, that he would shew the same mercy 
to the people, as they would shew to their prisoners. 
With this he addressed the multitude in such 
pathetic and moving language, that many lives 
who had been ordered to the bridge by Dixon, from 
the market-house, were saved. A Mr. Newton 
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King, Captain Millward, and others trere spared 
by tbe timely arrival of Esmonde Kyan, who had 
been wonnded at tbe battle of Arklow : General 
Edward Roche saved Mr. James Goodall and 
several besides from the fury of the populace. The 
vhole number put to death that day, on the 
bridge of Wexford, amounted to thirty-five, besides 
MatheWBon, who was shot at the gaol door. 

This humane interference of General Edward 
Roche saved his own life, the year following, when 
tried by a Court-mariial : it was proved, that he 
held the rank of general over a part of the united 
to'my of Wexford, during the insurrection of '98, 
but his many acts of clemency in saving the lives 
of several Protestant gentlemen, who would have 
suffered death but for his intrepid conduct, in 
allaying tbe rage of the people, preponderated in 
his favor. Great stress appears to have been laid 
on his and the Rev. Philip Roche's character in 
the history of Gordon, a Protestant writer on '98. 
" Philip Roche was in appearance fierce and 
sangainary, yet several persons now living, owe 
their lives to his interference. Two Protestants in 
a respectable situation in life, brothers, named 
Robinsons, of the parish of Killegny, were seized 
and carried to Vinegar-hill : some of their Roman 
Catholic tenants, solicitous for their safety, rode to 
Lacken-hill camp, where Rev. Mr. Roche held the 
chief command, to solicit his interference — an ex- 
press was immediately forwarded to Vinegar-hill, 
3 
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ordering the Robinaona to be sent tinder an escort 
to Lacken>hill camp. This maiidate was obeyed ; 
the prisoners were sent, pardoned, and permitted 
to retnm home with written protections ; this had 
nearly proved fatal to them in the end : the army, 
when soon afterwards marching through their 
parish, was informed, how they had been protected 
by a rebellious priest; the inference was, that 
they themselves must have been rebels, that other* 
wise, they could not have escaped the same punish- 
ment of other Protestants." 

On June 20th, about 3 o'clock, p.m., the army 
under General Moore, marched from its encamp- 
ment at Iiong-graigue, the seat of the Bev. Mr. 
Sutton, towards Taghmon, and after proceeding 
about half a mile, were met by the insurgent force 
from the Three Bocks, led on by their General 
the Bev. Phillip Boche, at a place called Fonlks's 
Mill. Each party immediately commenced the 
attack, which lasted with various success and de- 
termined obstinacy, for four hours : the ammunition 
of the insui^ents being at length worn out, and 
the pikemen being prevented Irom the nature of 
the ground to come into the action, a retreat 
became unavoidable ; this they effected without 
disorder, or precipitation, carrying with them five 
out of their six small cannon which they brought 
from the Three Bocks : the one left behind was 
lost to them, by the car having broken down which 
carried it. The loss which the army sustained at 
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Foulks's Mill, was said to have exceeded that of 
the insui^nts, and the numbers engaged on both 
sides were nearly equa), in consequence of the 
pikemen being impeded, by the pecaliar situation 
of the ground where they had fought. 

Three armies were now approaching Wexford ; 
they were commanded by Qenerals Lake, Johnston, 
and Moore, with other Generals commanding 
distinct diviiiions of the troops. The chief force 
of Ireland, would seem, from the number of 
general officers, to have been marched to suppress 
the insurrection, that had already gained so for- 
midableaheight, in this solitary county of Wexford. 
The attempts of the insurgents in the other counties 
that had risen being easily suppressed, and the terror 
infused into those of Leinster and Munster, which 
were bordering on Wexlbrd, drew upon the intrepid 
inhabitants of this last named county, the greater 
number of the troops which the kingdom coDt«ned. 
" Audacia pro muro habetur;" Intrepidity is 
tantamount to a wall. If the Wexford men were 
surrounded by a fortified wall, such as Louis 
Philippe is now constructing around Paris, the 
bravery evinced in '98, stands an analogous 
monument and memento to their rulers, never to 
impel them to adopt a simUar resort to arms. 

The appalling scene exhibited on the bridge of 
Wexford, by putting so many respectable men to 
death, furnished just cause of alarm to the inhabi- 
tants, and likewise to Lord Kingsborough and 
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fellow prisonera, whose safety was due to Ca[>taiii 
Marpby, and the brave mea under him, in not 
allowing Dixon nor his sanguinary adherents to 
enter their prison in the Bull-ring. Foulks's 
Mill proved disastrous and discouraging : although 
General Moore could not boast in his dispatches, 
of having gained a bloodless victory, still the 
retreat of the insurgents, notwithstanding that it 
was conducted without any serious loss to their 
numbers, inspired him to follow up his apparent 
advantages over them. A reinforcement of two 
regiments, under Lord Dalhousie, coming up im- 
mediately after the battle had been fought, gave 
additional coiu'age to the troops, and tended not a 
little to dispirit the ranks of the insurgents stationed 
on the Three Rocks. 

The people in Wexford saw plainly, that the 
army would be soon again masters of the town, 
whereas, some ships of war and gun-boats, bad 
already made a formidable appearance, and Vere 
approaching the Fort of Roslare. This was now 
abandoned by those men, who were stationed there 
as guards, and no alternative remained, but to 
confer with Lord Kingsborougb, and endeavour, 
by surrendering the military command of the 
town to him, to avert the total destruction of 
Wexford and its people. The principal inhabi- 
tants were speedily brought together, and it was 
finally arranged between them and Lord Xings- 
borough, to send three deputations, one to ea:h 
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division of the array that was approaching Wex- 
ford, having a written dispatch from hitn to each 
of the Generals, the purport of which was, as 
follows : 

" That the town of Wexford had surrendered to 
him, and in consequence of the behaviour of those 
in the town, during the rebellion, they should all 
be protected in person and property, murderers 
excepted, and those who had instigated others to 
commit murder ; hoping these terms might be 
ratified, as he had pledged his honor, in the most 
solemn manner, to have these terms falfilled, on 
the town being surrendered to him, the Wexford 
men not being concerned in the massacre, which 
was perpetrated by country people in then: ab- 
sence." 

With these dispatches, were inclosed as a further 
document, the following proposal, from the people 
of Wexford: 

".That Captain M'Manus shall proceed from 
Wexford, towards Oulard, accompanied by Mr. 
Edward Hay, appointed by the inhabitants of dl 
religious persuasions, to inform the officer com- 
manding the king's troops, that they are ready to 
deliver up the town of Wexford without opposition, 
to lay down their arms, and return to their alle- 
giance, provided that their persons imd properties 
be guaranteed by the commanding officer; and 
that they will use every influence in their power 
to induce the people of the country at large, to 
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return to their allegiance ; and these terms, it is 
hoped. Captain. M'Manus will be able to procure. 
" Signed by order of the inhabitants of Wexford, 
" Matthew Keogh. 

" Wexford, June 21. 1798." 

Mr. Edward Hay and Captain M'Manus, were 
the two who had been deputed to General Lake, 
the Commander-in-chief of the King's troops, to 
whom they were introduced by Major General Sir 
James Duff.* This meeting took place at Ennia- 
corthy, being the head-quarters of General Lake. 
The town, according to Hay's history, exhibited 
every mark of ruin, horror, and desolation : the 
house which the insurgents made use of, while en- 
camped on Vinegar-hill, as an hospital for their 
sick and wounded, is contrasted with Scullabogne, 
and, as he says, together with Sir Jonah Barrington, 
became a primary and impelling cause for destroy- 
ing the prisoners in the bam of Scullabogue.t 

The insui^ents who were encamped upon the 

* This officer's cbwacter, and that of Lake, are given in 
pages 72 to 84 inclusire. " Par tuibiU fratrtan." Brotbers in 
litiigii, ignoble b; their deeds. 

t ScallabogDS Is situated at the foot of Carrick-BTme, 
whither the people, after their defeat at Rosa, retreated. This 
enonnonB deed of burning the bam vas done bj miscreants 
who fled from the battle of Ross, long before the great body 
of the insurgents had girsa way : the perpetrators therefore 
of that ever to be deplored affair, proved themaelves cowards 
and murderers of the blackest die: 15 Catholics perished in 
the flames, and abont 80 Protestants. — Hat and Bassuio- 
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Three-rocks, after conferrmg together, sent some 
irom their body into Wexford, in order to get Lord 
Kingsborough to come out to their camp, and re- 
main among them, until the terms which had been 
proposed by the people of the town, would be ex- 
tended to themselves, whereas, if a partial surren- 
der were carried into effect, this would militate 
against a general peace, and that the troops might 
be led out against themselves, after their prisoners 
viz. Lord Kingsborough and the others, would have 
been given up, and the town in their possession. 
The terrible threats thundered out by General 
Lake against Wexford and its people being com- 
municated by Mr. Hay, who had just returned 
from Enniscorthy, Lake's head-quarters, alarmed 
the inhabitants to that extent, that they retamed 
Lord Xingsborough, notwithstanding the remon- 
strances from their fellow-insurgents from the 
Three-rocks. The Catholic bishop ofFems, Right 
Rev. Dr. Caulfield, interfered, and advised, that 
matters would remain as they had been previously 
arranged. In the course of their endeavours to 
have Lord Kingsborough go and condnue among 
them on the Three-rocks, he frequently suggested, 
that if they would keep together in their camps, 
retaining their arms, and makii^ a formidable dis- 
play of their force, simitar terms might be expected 
for all the people ; that the Commander-in-chief, 
Lake, would not persist in excluding the other 
insurgents from a general amnesty, when he would 
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see that their situation and numbers were sach as 
could not be despised, even with all his forces united. 

The insurgents were at length prevailed on, by 
the incessant entreaties and exertions of their cbie^ 
to quit the town of Wexford, They now divided 
themselves into two bodies: the one under the 
command of the Rev. Philip Roche, marched 
into the barony of Forth, and encamped that 
night at Sledagh ; the other, under the conduct 
of Messrs. Fitzgerald, Perry, and Edward Roche, I 
proceeded over the bridge to Peppard's Castle, 
where they took their station for that night. 

General Moore's division was now in advance 
from Tagbmon, and approaching Wexford, wben 
finding that the insurgents bad decamped from the 
Three-rocks, sentan express to LordEingsborough, 
and informed him that he would not enter Wexford 
that day, lest the troops could not be restrained 
from committing those excesses, the concomitants 
of a place given up to be pillaged and sacked, by a 
licentious soldiery. General Moore now took bis 
station on the Windmill-hills, taking every pre- 
caution, and having the advantage of a large paik 
of artillery, while the situation itself completely 
commanded the town of Wexford. The Chapman 
sloop of war, commanded by Captain Keen, took 
her station outside the harbour, too shallow for her 
to enter, and three gun-boats were sent to attack 
the fortofRoslare, which was previously abandoned, 
and therefore they thence proceeded opposite the 
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tiie town, completely commanding the wooden- 
bridge, and adjacent strand ; so that Wexford wan 
now invested both by sea and land. 

On the arrival of General Moore's division, 
all the wounded men in the hospital were put to the 
sword, and several of the Btraggling inhabitants 
lost their lives, notwithstanding the express orders 
issued by the general, that no excesses should be 
committed. 

At three o'clock, a.h. of the 22nd, the trumpet 
sounded for the army to march from Enniscorthy, 
and every one was on foot as soon as possible. 
Shortly after this. Captain M'Manus, Mr. Edwiu^ 
Hay, Mr. Cloney, and Captiun O'Hea (the two 
last having arrived from the division under Need- 
ham, to whom they had been deputed,) were sent 
for by General Lake, who, only then, deigned to 
answer the letter from the people of Wexford, and 
refused to give any reply to that of Lord Kings- 
borough. 

Lake's letter was couched in ibe following words : 

" LleuteuaaUGeneral L^ke oannot attend to an; UrmB from 
rebels in arms agunst tbmi lorereign, while the; continue ao : 
he moet use Uie force entrnsted to bim, nith the utmost energy 
t<ir tlidr destTDction. To the deluded mnltitiide he promises 
pardon, on tiieir delirerlng into lus hands their leaders, 
sarrendering their arms, and retnming with sincerity to their 



(Signed,) "G. LIKE. 

" EBniscorthy, Jane 22, 1796," 

This dispatch being banded to Mr. E. Hay, 
he was ordered by the General to read it with 
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attenti(m, which being done, Mr. H. observed, 
that he feared, it vonld not please the people, and 
that it difiFered Diatenall7 from the terms already 
promised to them by Lord Eingsborougli. This 
«beervation roused the General's angry rebuke, 
and threatened to annihilate Wexford and Its 
inbahitants. Mr. Hay seeing no alternative hut 
to acquiesce, and be the bear«* of it to Wexford, 
an escort, consisting of a troop of the Ancient 
Brittms, with a trumpeter, commanded by Captain 
Wynne, proceeded ; on their roQte he beheld 
several corpses lying in different parts, with their 
bowels cut open, their heads and limbs cut o^ 
according to the murdering caprice of the soldiery : 
even the bodies of some children lay mutilated, 
and some women. This circumstance is admitted 
by Gordon, in his history, as well as in that 
of Hay, and forcibly brought forth by both in 
their respective pages, how the inhabitants &om 
Wexford to Enniscorthy, were indiscriminately 
butchered by tiie troops as they marched. 

Belying on the foith of Lord Kingsborongh's 
promises of complete protection of persons and 
properties, several remained in the town of Wex- 
ford, unconscious of any reason to apprehend 
danger ; but they were soon taken up and com- 
mitted to gaol. The Rev. Philip Roche had such 
confidence in these assurances, that he left his 
force at Sledagh, in lull hopes of being permitted 
to return in peace to their homes, and was on his 
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wa^ to Wexford, unarmed; coming, as he thouglit, 
to receive a confirmation of the conditions, and 
waa 80 little apprehensive of danger, that be 
advanced within the lines, before he waa recognized, 
when all possibility of escape was at an end. He 
waa instantly dragged from his horse, and in the 
most ^^ominious manner taken up to the camp 
on the Windmill-bills, pulled by the hair, kicked, 
baffeted, and at lengUi hauled down to the gaol, 
in such a condition as scarcely to be known.* 
The people whom be had left in expectation of 
being permitted to return home in peace, waited 
his arrival^ but at last being informed of his cruel 
fate, they abandoned all idea of receiving pardon 
or protection, and set out under the command of 
the Bev. John Murphy, to Foulks's Mil), and so 
on, through Scollaugh-gap, into the county of 
Carlow. 

From the encampment at Ballenkeele, com- 
manded by General Needham, detachments were 
sent out to scour the country. They burned the 
Catholic Chapel at Ballemurrin, situate on the 
demesne of Ballenkeel, on which they were en- 
camped, besides several houses in the neighbonr- 

* " Timeo DuiWM et data, fbrentei." This qaotation, so 
familiar to the cUwic atadent, could be well applied to tbe 
tFBgio end of tlie Rer. Pkllip Bocbe. He should bave pondered, 
heaitated, aadBiiid, "I fear the Greeks and Iheir gifts." The 
spedoiu assurances held out by Lord Kiagsborough, flattered 
that too confiding clergjrmu, to hope for pardon for himself 
■nd the men under Um. 
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hood. The principal of these was Newpark, the 
seat of Mr. Fitzgerald ; which, together with all 
the out-officea, haggard of com, by far the lai^est 
in the county of Wexford, a malt-house containing 
1500 barrels of malt, and 1000 barrels of barley, 
were entirely consumed ; the same destructive 
measure was practiced against Mr .Edmund Stafford, 
of Ballimore; his house, offices, and malt-house, 
containing 1000 barrels of malt, were consumed : 
his place and property were thought, by the 
soldiery, to have belonged to General Edward 
Roche ; many houses in the same neighbourhood 
shared a similar fate. Death and desolation were 
spread, at this time, over the whole face of the 
country, which was so hunted and searched, that 
no man dared to remain behind the body of the 
people ;• and if those decrepit with infirmity or old 
age, fell into the hands of the soldiery, they were 
slaughtered without mercy : the women and the 
children were butchered in the same way.j- The 
Hompesch Dragoons are held in peculiar remem- 
brance by the mhabitants of the county of Wex- 
ford ; some young women who had the misfortune 
to fall into their hands, were most brutally treated : 
the lustful appetite of these ruffians exacted sub- 

* " Ipaa Btnpet tetlm propriis viduata colonis." 
t "lo&DB enectie Bageiu flens nbera matris." 
The land ia amazed, beii^ bereft of its hosbsjidnien. 
The weeping babe cUiigB to the breitst of its expiring motlier. 
O'KBLtr on Cbohweu- 
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misraoD to flieir ferocioas will. In Hay's history, 
this comes with peculiar force ; his words are the 
followiag : " Notwithstanding the abominatioDa of 
the vilest of pikemen, it ia a well established &ct, 
thatdaringtheperiodoftheiruncontrollable away, 
no female, not even one of the wives and daughtera 
of those whom they considered their greatest 
enemies, suffered any kind of vitiation from them ; 
and theirgeneral reepect for the sex,* ia as true as 
it is wonderful : their forbearance in this particular 
is as remarkably civilized, as the conduct of the 
troops was savage, eparing neither friend nor foe, 
in their indiscriminate and licentious brutality." 

The northern part of the county of Wexford had 
been aimoat totally deserted by all the male 
inhabitants, on the 19th of June, at the approach 
of the army under (Jeneral Needham. Some of 
the yeomanry who had previoualy deserted it, 
returned to Oorey on the 21st, and finding no 
officer in command of the place, scoured the coimtry 
all around, and killed great numbers in their 
houses, besides all the atragglera they met, most of 
whom were making the beat of their way home, 
unarmed, from the insurgents, who were then 
believed to have been totally discomfited. These 
horrifying and flagrant outrages having reached 
the ears of the insurgents, who were encamped at 
Peppard's Castle, they formed their determination 

* " Sexm «t in pretio muliebris babetnr." 

The fenuJe atx it lovtd and esteemed by the Irak. 
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to retaliate, and accordingly, aa the 23nd, set out 
upon their march for Gorey, whither they had 
no intention, otherwise, of proceeding. The 
yeomanry and their associates, so conspicnously 
cruel and sanguinary, the precedingday, displayed 
a feeble resislance otl this occasion ; they marched 
outside of the town, as if to meet their enemy, but 
fled with the utmost precipitation ; accompanied 
by many others, they hastened in their flight to reach 
Arklow, and being pursued as far as Coolgreny, 
they lost forty-seven of their men. 

The insurgents had been* exasperated to this , 
revenge by discovering through the country, as 
they marched along, several dead men with their 
sculls split asunder, their bowels ripped open, their 
limbs cut ofi* and mangled: some women and 
children were to be seen among the slain. On 
entering the town of Gorey, the insurgents met 
with an additional stimulus to seek revenge ; nine 
men, who bad been hanged the day before, were 
lying in the street, and the pigs devouring them. 
A Mr, Pippard, the late mayor of Gorey, was dis- 
covered and brought before Mr. Fitzgerald, who 
commanded the insui^ent force, on this occasion : 
his humanity in pardoning him, and giving him 
protection against the threats of the people, who 
were clamorous to have him put to death, on 
account of his having suflered the yeomen to 
perpetrate the outrages related above, was the 
more remarkable, whereas his own family mansion 
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and a lai^e hi^gard of com, and a quantity of 
mait, &c. &c., had been destroyed by the military. 
After passing a few hours in the desolate and 
rained town of Gorey, the insurgents proceeded to 
the White-heaps on Crogban mountain, where they 
rested that night, and from thence they pnrsued 
their route to the mountains of Wicklow. 

General Lake, with other general officers, con- 

• tinued for some time in the town of Wexford. 
The gaol was thickly crowded, whereas almost the 
whole of the principal inhabitants were taken' up 
and arraigned for treason. Many of them not- 
withstanding, were acquitted,aftenindergoing their 
trials hy court-martial ; several also received 

' protections, according to the proclamation issued 
by Lord Comwallis, who had but recently arrived 
from England. Captain Keogh had remained at 
Lord Kingsborough's lodgings, and after the sur- 
roider of the town, two centinels were placed on 
him there, for two days, when he was removed to 
the gaol. Mr. Cornelius Grogan was taken at hiti 
seat of Johnstown, where he had remained, un- 
conscious of any dai^er, until conducted to prison. 
Mr. Bagnal Harvey had gone to his residence at 
Bargy-castle, having no aphrehension that the 
terms agreed upon with Lord Eingsborough, would 
not be ratified. So confident was he of the con- 
trary, that he sent some fat cattle into Wexford 
for the use of the army ; but learning from the 
messenger who had driven them for that purpose, 
that no conditions whatever would be obtained, he 

-■ C'>'«l'^ 
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hastened with the &t&l news io Mr. Colclough. 
Tiiis g^iUeman had previously taken his wife and 
child to one of the Saltee Islands,* where he thoaght 
to have weathered out the storm of this angry 
period, in a' cave, into which he had gone for con- 
ce^ment. Thither Mr. Harvey now also resorted ; 
bat they were all soon discovered, and the news of 
their hemg taken, arrived in Wexford, while they 
were conveying them round to the harbour in a 
boat Tbisattracted agreatnumberof peopletothe 
quay, cnrious to see &em brought in ; and amidst 
this concourse, Mr. Harvey, Mr. Colclough said 
bis lady, were landed. The gentlemen were then 
led through the gazing multitude, to the gaol, 
where they were confined in the condemned cells. 
A court-martial was instituted, for the trial of 
prisoners, on charges of treason. The Rev. PfaOip 
Roche was the first tried and condemned, by thid 
tribunal. Captain Keogh was the next put on his 
' trial, in which he made a very able ddence, but 
was also condemned. The entrance of the wooden 
bridge was the scene fixed on, for the place of ex- 

* The Saltoe Idandi, ronnd wUcb tboa Is « considerable 
lobster and crab fishery, and which, in the times of fidconrj, 
were famous for prodncing the best bawks, lie nine miles oK 
tlie coast, opposite the bay of Ballytei^e. In tlie jear 1823, 
. when returning with m; famll; fi-oin the Uidted States of 
America, our ship was so near to the Saltee Bocks, that her 
sitnation was most perilons, in consequKice of the pilot bein^ 
drunk, and the cqitain In bed. " Statio malefida carinia ;'' 
A place IzeadiarouB to ships. The; are general!; noticed upon 
darts, for tlie information of mariners. 
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edition. The sufferers were hauled up vith pullies, 
made fast witb ropes to an ornamental iron arcb, 
intended for lamps, and springing from the two 
wooden piers of the gate next the town. The lai^e 
frame of the Rev. Philip Roche caused the first 
rope be was hauled up with, to break ; but another 
was 900Q procured, and his life was ended with 
double torture. The head of Captain Keogh, who 
suffered along with him, was severed from his 
body, and conspicuously placed on a pike over the 
front of the court-touse. Their bodies, together 
with those of others executed at the same time, 
were stripped and treated with the utmost brutality' 
and indecency, previous to their being thrown over 
the bridge. 

Mr. Qr<^an was brought to trial on the 26tb, 
but the evidence which he hoped to obtain of his 
innocence, didnot attend, on account of the general 
apprehension that prevailed : his trial, therefore, 
was postponed, and be was remanded to prison. 
Mr. Harvey was then put upon his trial, which 
lasted for the best part of the day, and ended in 
his condemnation. Mr. Grogan's trial was then 
resnmed, but this he did not expect until the next 
day, and consequently he had not been able to 
procure all the necessary evidence. It was indeed, 
proved, that he had been forced to join the insur- 
gents, but this did not prevent a sentence of his 
conviction : such was the plan, at this awful crisis, 
to make public examples. The condeomation of 
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Uiese gentletnen, wfu afterwards confirmed by the 
Iriah Parliameat, aDd an act of attainder was 
passed upon them, and a confiscation of their pro- 
perties ;" notwitbsanding, that, on parliamentary 
enquiry into the merits of the proceedings, it was 
clearly proved, that the conrt-martial had not been 
even sworn ; so that, althoagh their condemnation 
and confiscation of properties, had been sanctioned 
by law, the injustice of the proceedings has been 
manifestly established. 

On tiie 27th of Jane, Messrs. Harvey, Qrc^an, 
and Prendergaet (a rich maltster in the town of 
Wexford,) were ordered ont to execution. When 
Mr. Harvey was brought out of his cell, he met 
Mr. Gn^an in the gaol>yard, and accosting him, 
shook him by the band, at the same time saying 
alond, in the heuing of some officers and gnards, 
"Ton, poor Grogan, die an innocent miui." They 
were then conducted to the bridge, where they 
were hanged, when the heads of Messrs. Grogvi 
and Harvey were cnt ofi*, and placed npon pikes 
on each side of that of Captain Eec^h ; while 
their bodies, and that of Mr. Prendergaet, were 
stript and treated with the usual bratal indignities, 
before being cast over the bridge ! Mr. Golclongh 
was brought ont to trial on the same day, and 
condemned. On the day following he was executed. 



* For die result of the Bill of Attfunder aguiut tlie estates of 
Ur. Qcogu, Bee page 111. 
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but his body, at the intercession of his lady, was 
given up to her to be interred. 

Mr. John Kelly of Killan," whose courage and 
undaunted bravery had been so conspicuous at the 
battle of Ross, qov lay ill in Wexford, of a wound 
which he had received in that engagement: he 
was taken prisoner &oni his bed, tried and con- 
demned to die, and brought on a car to the place 
of execution. His head was cut off, and his body, 
after the accustomed indignities, was thrown over 
the bridge. The head, however, was reserved for 
another exhibition. It was first kicked about on 
the Custom-bouse-quay, and then brought up into 
the town, thrown np and treated in the same 
manner, opposite the house in which, his sister 
lodged, in order that she might view this new and 
savage game at foot-ball, of which when the players 
were tired, the head was placed in Uie exalted 
situation to which it had been condemned, above 
that of Captain Eeogh, over the door of the court- 
house. 

Generd Hunter, who had been left by General 
Lake to command inWexford, and grant protections, 

* Theintrepidityof John Kelly, at the battle of Ross, boa been 
and ever wilt be, a, theme of genuine raJour. " QdIb enim vel 
gesta recentia nescit." To whom are not knonn hia late deed* 
of heFoiam? To his tragical death the followlDg line can be 
fitly applied, 

" Non habet ira modmn, Tel nostra ii^aria finem I" 

Aoger exerdstdagaiHa him, had no boonda, nor his sufferings 
anendt See page 101. 
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WAS active in sappreaaing the disposition of the 
Orangemen to excite fresh alarms, and consequently, 
while be continued in that district, the people 
began to return to their homes and industry, 
Bngadier-0«neral Grose was stationed at Ennis- 
corthyfor the same purpose, aud General Gascoigne 
at Ross, where he conciliated the good opinion and 
confidence of the inhabitants. General Needbam 
commanded at Gorey, for the object also of 
grantlDg protections, and encouraging the people 
to surrender, and resume their industrious pursuits, 
the same as before the insurrection. 

The insui^ents who had passed west of the Slaney, 
under the command of the Rev. John Murphy, 
marched for the county of Carlow, and entered it 
through Scollaugh-gap : their passage was opposed 
by a small party of military, whom they quickly 
dispersed, and after putting them to flight, they 
bnmed Killedmond, a village on the Carlow side 
of Mount Leinster. From hence they proceeded 
to Gore's Bridge, where they arrived on the morn- 
ing of the 33rd of June ; there they met with a 
small body of Wexford Militia, and made 28 of 
them prisoners ; the remainder, besides some 
cavalry, that.were stationed in it, fled precipitately 
to Kilkenny. 

Sir Charles Asgill marched a large body of 
troops from Kilkenny, and arrived at Gore's 
Bridge, to oppose, (as he thought,) the further 
progress of the insurgents, but having arrived too 
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late for this purpose, they were considerably in 
advance for Castlecomer, whither they had (before 
they left then- own county) purposed to proceed, 
in order to raise the colliers, on whose numbers 
they had Toioly calculated for assistance.* The 
Wexford men, on their route for the collieries, 
which lie contiguous to that town, rested for a 
night on a high moDutain^land, which is called 
the ridge of Leinster, and early next morning, when 
approaching Castlecomer, met a body of troops, 
supposed to have amounted to 250 men. These 
were readily repulsed, but a thick fog having sud- 
denly sprung up, the insurgents were retarded in 
their pursuit, and were soon after this, overtaken 
by the military under Asgill. A discharge of 
grape-shot from Asgill's artillery, threw the in- 
surgent force into discomfiture, notwithstanding 
which, they entered Castlecomer (a great part of 
it being on fire) and obliged the military to retreat 
to the barracks, and to ^e house of Lady Wandis- 
ford, which served as a second barrack for the 
troops to maintain their ground. In the course 
of theevenii^ of the same day, Asgill, apprehending 
bad things from the contiguity of Castlecomer to 

* The Ath; men looksd alao to the colliers to co-operate 
with them. Oq Ma; 25, the; marched with 600 brave waA 
determined iasurgenta, through e circuit of abont 15 milea, to 
ioduce them to aii in their intended attack apon Ath;. 
Allasion is made, in page 72, to the base and dishonourable 
treatment the Wexford men experiencsd from the colliers, 
after the battle of Castlecomer. 
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the eollieries, knowmg, that if the colliers were to 
join the Wexford men, hie chance of retaining the 
town woald be a very hazardous attempt, abandoned 
the place to its fate, which was plundered almost 
immediately after the retreat of the army and their 
general. After taking with them every thing that 
was valuable and portable out of the town, besides 
some good horses belonging to Lady Wandisford, 
that might be useful for carrying their fatigued 
comrades, &c., the insurgents marched into the 
heart of the Collieries, where many of them, after 
excessive faiigue and hardships, lay upon the 
ground, with a hope, that they might get some 
repose, while the colliers, (as they vainly imagined) 
would not only keep a look out against any sadden 
appearance of an enemy, bat likewise rise in their 
favor. In this hope the Wexford men were grossly 
deceived : when those who had been overcome 
with lassitude and distress, had thus Iain for a 
while, they found themselves stript of their arms, 
and of every thing that the colliers could carry 
with them into their pits and dens. Bemg wofully 
disappointed in their calculations upon the colliers, 
the Wexford Insui^enta bad no alternative remain- 
ing, but to return to their own county, and seek 
for protections, which several of the insurgents 
who remained behind, had obtained from the 
Generals stationed in their towns ; but to get back 
was the difficulty. They set oat from CasUe-Comer 
and the Collieries, (desponding and despairing,) for 
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Gore's-bridge, and encamped the Bame night on 
KUcomney-hill, where they were surrounded in 
the course of the night of the 2dth, by a numerous 
body of troops, consiating of 500 of the Dowuahire 
Militia, commanded by Major Matbews, and a 
liirtber reinforcement under General Asgill, who, 
though he retreated to Kilkenny from Castle- 
Comer, marched again in pursuit of the Wexford 
men, whose valiant career will ever stand recorded, 
aa the bravest of the brave Irish, who can he 
supposed to have exclaimed, when free-quarters, 
flogging, burning, and the pitch-cap, forced them 
to resist oppression, " Moriamnr, et in media arma 
roamas :" Let us die and rush to battle. 

A very thick fog prevented the insurgents from 
being sensible of their situation, on the morning 
of the 26th, until they experienced a severe dis- 
charge of cannon on the side, where they purposed 
to make a stand ; immediately after this, another 
attack fi^m an opposite direction by the military, 
threw them into complete disorder : the rout of 
the insurgente became general, and they fled with 
preci^tation : their total overthrow was prevented 
only, by the bravery of a small body of their men 
who had been mounted on horse-back, and who 
withstood a superior force of cavalry, belonging 
to the king's troops : these were never found to 
be very ardent to engage the insurgents, when any 
determined display was manifested by them to 
resist. It was against the unarmed, defenceless. 
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aad unresisting, that the king's cavalty were 
always victorious, and over their enfeebled op- 
ponents, during '98. The slaughter, however, on 
this occasion was immense. But it is handed 
down as a matter of tradition, among the luhahi- 
tants adjoining Kilcomney-hiU, that the people of 
the surrounding district suffered most, on that 
occasion ; the Wexford men, by the intrepid 
display of their few hrave comrades on horse-back, 
to oppose the cavalry that pursued them, were 
enabled to get beyond the reach of the camion 
and musketry of General Asgill's forces, intent 
upon the havoc and extermination of the Wexford 
insurgents. They glutted, however, to satiety, 
their savage thirst for blood, with the murder of 
the country people all around : plunder, likewise, 
accompanied the footsteps of the soldiery, and 
nothing within their reach, escaped their licentious 
and blood-stained hands. These Wexford insur- 
gents, after again forcing their passage back 
through SeoUagh-gap, against some troops who 
endeavoured to oppose them, never made their ap- 
pearance again, as the people dispersed and retired 
to their several homes, except a very few who 
joined their associates in the County of Wicklow. 
The other body of the Wexford men, which 
had proceeded, after the attack upon tiorey, to 
the White-heaps, in the County of Wicklow, set 
off on the morning of the 23rd, towards the Lead- 
mines. While resting in a posture of defence 
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upon an eminence near tbe place, they perceived a 
body of troops, in the hollow beneath, and these fired 
some bomb-shells at them, from the opposite side 
of a river. The insurgents having no cannon, 
retreated towards Monaseed, where they baited 
part of that night, and arrived on the morning of 
the 24itfa, at Donard, which they found deserted. 
Here they waited some time for refreshment, and 
then moved towards Glanmullen, where they met 
a small party of cavalry, who fled at their approach. 
They found the village of Aughrim laid waste, 
and many dead bodies bearing marks of cruelty. 
From this place they proceeded to Blessington, 
and fdthough they mostly rested by day, and 
marched during the night, to avoid tbe pursuit of 
a body of cavalry that was perceived to follow 
them, and was generally in view ; they encamped 
for a night at Ballymanns, where they united their 
force with that of Mr. GarretByme." The Wexford 

' Billy BjniB, who was made a rieUm to the cqiricioiia 
cFiielt; of General Eustace, and perfidiouelj put to death, after 
bating made hia terms of anrrender, was brotiier ta Hr. Garret 
Bjrne. Id peraonal appearance he excelled most men of his 
time : he was tall, athletic, and handsome : his figtire was fine 
and commanding; he was, in union with Rot. Michael Murphy, 
(who wag tora by a cannon shot in tbe action,) ciiief commander 
of the insurgents, at tbe battle of Arklow. The intrepid 
manner, in which be rode, at the head of his men, in leading 
them on to the attaoli, proved, bejond all doubt, that his courage 
was of a anperior order. 

The pardon of Bill; Byrne, had been already eancUoned by 
the Lord Lienteuaut, Lord Com wdBs, andhadreached Arklow, 
q2 
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and Wicklow men, after this, proceeded on the 
morning of the 25th, towards Hacketsto-wn, which 
they were approaching at 7 o'clock in the morning. 
The military were drawn up in a small field outside 
the town, ready to receive them, but they were 
forced to give way, after they had lost Captain 
Hardy, and four of the Hacketstown Yeomen ; 
the pikemen were crossing a river same time, to 
attack the town on all sides. The cavalry retreated 
. and kept aloof during the remainder of the action. 
The infantry, however, consisting of about 170 
men, retired into the barrack, and into an adjoining 
malt-house, from which they powerfully annoyed 
the insurgents in their nearer approach to the 
town : a few soldiers who had been stationed in 
the house of the Rev. Mr. M'Ghee, did great 
execution among the ranks of the insurgents, as it 
commanded the main street, and helped to protect 
the part of the barrack, that was considered by 
them to be most vulnerable. 

To bum the barracks, appeared now to the in- 
surgents, to be the only hope of succeeding in their 
attack on Hacketstown. The one among the 
number of their leaders, who was most ardent to 

which, as soon as General Eustace anderatood, hastened bis 
execntion ; he was most treacherously hangad, so eorlj as 6 
o'clock, the morning after the pardon bod arrived. The; are 
said, b; the old people, who knew, from traditional accounts, 
the origin and respectabitit; of all the Byrne families of the 
county Wicklow, to have been worth; of precedence to all tbe 
families of theur name in that county. 
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cany this plan into effect, was Micb&el Reynolds,* 
who escaped in the attack which he made upon 
Naas, on 33d May, the night that the insurrection 
began. Some of the men, covered with straw-mats, 
applied a long ladder to the wall of the barrack ; 
the intrepid M. Reynolds, being covered with a 
feather bed, was mounting it, carrying lire with 
him, when he received a musket-ball in the belly ; 
this had so serious an effect, that he was forced to 
descend ; the firing &om within increasing, and 
that from the house of Mr. M'Ghee supporting 
the besieged, the attempt to burn the barrack was 
given up as impracticable. The wound which M. 
Reynolds received, in mounting the ladder, proved 
fatal : he was carried by his companions to a cabm 
at a distance, and there this faithful and heroic 
associate of Lord Edward Fitzgerald, expired; too 
coufiding for the result of the united cause, he urged 
that the opening of the rebellion should be com- 
menced, saying, "Tantummodo incepto opus est, 
ceetera res expediet." To begin was alone wanted ; 
that the matter itself would accomplish the rest. 

For the ardour of this enthusiastic character, (see 
page 39.) 

• The greftteit Boui'oe of regret to Miohael Bejnolds was, 
that the nefarious informer was 1i<9 name-sake. The perfid; 
of the lattor will be once more introduced, before our history 
will end. Since the commencemeiit of this work, a new light 
has been afforded, hy one of his nearest relatiTes, to develope 
still more fiillj>, the murderous acts of Tom Beynolds. 
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Ever7 effort to set the barracks, or M'Qhee's 
boose on fire, having fiuled, the insurgents relin- 
quished the attack, which had already deprived 
them of so many brave companions ; after nine 
hours fighting, they withdrew their force, marched 
to Blessington, and encamped there for that night. 
The garrison of Hackelstovn deeming their situation 
precarious, notwithstanding that the insui^ents had 
withdrawn their force, retreated to Tullow, in the 
county of Carlow. The loss on the side of the 
besieged, was only ten men killed and twenty 
wounded. 

Disappointed by the repulse they met with at 
Hacketstown, the remaining Wexford insurgents, 
in conjunction with their Wicklow associates, 
directed their march towards Camew, which they 
were resolved, if possible, to carry ; but General 
Needham being informed of their approach detached 
a strong body of in^try, and about 200 cavalry, 
from bis camp at Gh>rey, to intercept tbem. The 
cavalry alone, as the infantry had received counter- 
orders, came up with the insut^ents on the road 
to Camew. The latter having timely notice of 
their approach, and fe^ninga retreat, induced 
General Needham's cavalry to pursue, by which 
ruse de guerre on the part of the insurgents, these 
TOjaipuraaers were led into a complete ambuscade, 
the gunsmeu of the insurgents lying in wait and 
ready to open their fire on them : the troops, with- 
out seeing their assailants, apprehended an attack 
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and attempted to retreat, but being intercepted at 
a short distance, by cars and other materials, 
placed to obstruct tbem, the fire kept up from two 
points by the insurgents, was very destructive : 
about eighty of the soldiers were slain, among 
■whom was Captain Giffard of the Ancient Britons, 
and Captain Parsons of the yeomen cavalry of 
Ballaghkeen. A black trumpeter, belonging to 
the Ancient Britons, who was taken prisoner, 
feigned himself to be a Roman Catholic, and be- 
sought the insurgent leaders to spare him, on the 
score of religion : the universal cry against him 
and his regiment, for the atrocities committed by 
that cruel corps, upon the people, suppressed all 
pity towards him, and he was instantly put to 
death. Not a single man of the insurgents fell in 
the above action. Their design, however, upon 
Camew, was frustrated by the army retiring into a 
malt-house, having been apprised of their danger, 
by the retreat of the cavalry, after their defeat, 
and who did not cease to fly, until they reached 
Arklow. 

On July 2d, the insurgents moved in the direction 
of Sbilelah, where they were pursued by a body of 
yeomen, consisting of cavalry and infantry. They 
retired to a hill called Ballyraheen, and were 
pursued by these yeomanry corps ; on their nearer 
approach, the insurgents poured down on them so 
impetuously, that they were almost instantly over- 
powered, with the 1<W8 of seventy privates, and 
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two officers, all in&ntry, oa the cavalry bad 
retreated in the first onset : Captains Ghamney and 
Nixon, of the Coolattin and Coolkenna corps, were 
the officers that fell ; besides, several had been 
dangerotuly wonndetl . Sixty privates, under Capt. 
M oreton of the Tinahely, and Lieutenant Chamney 
of the Coolattin corps, retreated into the house of 
Captain Chamney, who had been killed ; it was 
situated at the foot of the hill. Thither they were 
pursued by the insurgents : the attack upon the 
bouse was obstinately resisted by the besieged, and 
many of those fell, who strove to take it by storm. 
In their phrenzy for revenge, the assailants in- 
cautiously set fire to an adjoining house, whereby 
the whole scene of action was so lighted during the 
night, that the aim from within was deadly to 
numbers of the insurgents, particularly the assailing 
party. An ineSectual attempt to fire the outer 
doors, was also made, under the cover of feather 
beds. 

The Wexford insurgents fixed themselves now 
near the White-heaps, at the foot of Croghau 
mountain ; from here they moved, during the nigbt 
of the 4ith, towards Wicklow-gap, but were met on 
the morning of the 5th, by the army under Sir 
James Dufi*, fi^)m Camew ; and after a few salutes 
from his artillery, they were obliged to take another 
direction towards G-orey. At this juncture, they 
were surrounded by four powerful detachments, 
uid enveloped with a fog so thick, that they could 
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not descry an object, at ihe distance of 20 yards. 
Knowing now their' inferiority in numbers, and 
being whi^ly anprovided ^th munitions of war, 
which might enable them to maintain a battle 
against the troops, supplied with all these things, 
the insurgents resolved to sell their lives as deariy 
as they could. " Via ferro rumpenda per hostes." 
The sword must open for them, a passage through 
the enemy. The cavalry of Sir James Dnlf, (of 
woiul memory t^ the people of Eildfu^,) came on, 
but their ranks were soon thinned by this brave 
band of Wexford and Wicklow men: no fewer 
than eighty of QufTs troopers were slain, and the 
insui^ents moved with great celerity in the direction 
of Carnew. 

After this, having arrived at a place called 
Graneford or Ballygullen, the insurgents resolved 
to await the arrival of any number of troops, 
though their own force had been greatly diminished, 
by their losses, at Hacketstown, and at the foot of 
Ballyraheen-hill ; besides, many of their men gave 
up the cause altogether, and returned to their 
homes to obtain protections. Here they were 
attacked by a great number of military, provided 
with cannon ; and so determined were the insur- 
gents, to either gain the battle or perish in the 
attempt, the artillery men were driven from their 
guns, three times ; but the pikemen keeping away, 
andnotrushingtotheaidoftheirfellow-combatants, 
thebattlewa8lost,andaretreat became unavoidable: 
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this tbey performed with eo much good order, that 
the army kept back from pursuing them: they 
agreed among themselves to separate by different 
routes, and to assemble again at Carrigrew. A 
Mr. Brown Dean, of Ferns, having met a party of 
them, was permitted to pass unmolested, and for 
this indulgence, he treacherously sent a party of 
the King's County Militia to pursue them ; numbers 
of stragglers were mercilessly slaughtered by these 
military conlreres of the nefarious and perfidious 
Captain Armstrong. Alter this predetermined 
meeting of the insurgents at Carrigrew, had taken 
place, it was finally resolved to separate and dis. 
perse, and afford thereby to their persecuted and 
bunted companions in adversity, the opportunity 
of returning to their homes. Thus was terminated 
the insurrection in the county of Wexford. 

Notwithstanding the decision of the Wexford 
^id Wicklow insurgents, who were collected on 
the hill of Carrigrew, to separate and thereby 
afford to their associates, the opportunity of re- 
turning to their respective homes, and of seeking 
protections, from the general officers who were 
stationed in the various towns of the county, still 
a considerable body of them commanded by Messrs 
Fitzgerald, Byrne, Perry, and the Rev. Mr Reams, 
moved into tiie county of Kildare, and proceeding 
through Robertstown and Prosperous, marched for 
the county Meath, where they hoped to raise the 
county in their favour, and influence, as they 
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